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Moſt deſervedly Honoured, 


AND 


Truly Honourable, 
dir CaaRLe / | 


AND THE 


Lady Mas & 
Of Hoghton-T ower. 


HocauTroN 


Grace, Mercy, and Peace, &«c. 


£ \ You will, I know, count it 


no indecency, that, when 
God hath ſo nearly, many 

-Years ago, join'd you, in Re- 
lation, m Aﬀection, and now, 
ſo lately, in the. Aition, equally 
common to you both, 1 do alfo join 
your Names on the ſome paper, and 
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make this ſolemn Addreſs to you to- 
gether. ' 

It is by the ineſtimable favour of 
Heaven, that the mutual - Intereſt 
God hath given you m each other, as 
it objiges, doth alſo (as T have 
great reaſon to_bope) effeftually dif- 
poſe and enable you ; ſo, not on- 
ly to partake m the Comforts, but 
m the Sorrows that are common to 
you both, as that the former ſhall 
be oreatly increaſed, and the lat- 
ter proportionably allay 'd, and mi- 
tigated, thereby. Thizs is the Ad- 
vantage of your Conjugal State, 
both, repreſented in God's Dehg- 
nation, and apprehended, in your 
own Experience. 

And you are to conſider the Bleſ- 
fe ng of God berein, as having a per 
culiarity in it, not being. extended 
to all ſo related, neither to all that 
were great in this World, ws to.all 
that were Pious, and Good, "at 

wor) 
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' worktlly Felicity, hath been ren- 
dered inſipid and ſpiritleſs. Great 
Calamities, much the more bitter, 
by the want of a meet rautual help- 
fulneſs, between ſuch Relati 

A Great, and a Good Man # Job. :, 

bis time. A Prince (as he is thought + 

ta have been) in bis Country, a 
Man. that was perfe&, and up- 
right, one that feared God, and 
| ” dar Evil, when he loft not 
one, not the eldeſt, only, of his 
numerous Offspring, (as you have) 
but all at once, ſeven Sons, and 
three Daughters, with ſuch conco- 
mitant ( wrcumſtances of accumulated 
 Affiftions, as bleſſed be God, are 

\ not in your (afe ; and might now 

expeft ſome relief, from his othet 

ſelf, the neareſt and moſt ward 

(Companion of bis Life, aid par- 

Laker of bis Joys and Sorrows; All 

the Suctour be bath from' ber, was 

an impious endeavour to provoke and 
B 3 irritate 


6 


The Dedication. 

irritate his Spirit, that taunting Scoff, 
Doſt thou ſtill retain thy Inte- 
grity ? and that horrid Advice, 
Curie God and Die. Whereas 
that rational, religious, Soul-com- 
poſing Thought, ſhall we receive 
good things at the hand. of 
God, and not allo evil things? 
was deeply fixed m the mind of the 
one ; bow much more effeftually re- 
lieving had it been, if it had circu- 
lated between both the Relatives ; 
and they had, alternately, pro- 
pounded, and enlarged upon it, to 
one another ! 

With you, I cannot doubt, it hath 
been ſo; and that you have made it 
your Buſineſs fo improve. your mutuy- 
al Intereſt, not to aggravate, but 
to alleviate, your Af{ifiion each 
to other. 

You have, both of you, great 
vccaſion, and obligation, to re- 
volve and recount to each other, the 

many 
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many good things you have re- 
ceived at the hand of God, 
mitigate what there is of Evil, 
this diſpenſation. 

Both of you have ſprung of Re- 
ligtous, and Honourable Families, fa- 
voured of God, Valued, and be- 
loved m the (ountries where he had 
planted them. Theyhave been both, 
ſeats of Religion, and of the Wor- 
ſhip of God. The Relorts of bis 
Servants, Houſes of Mercy, to 
the Indigent. Of Juſtice, to the 
vitious, Of Patronage, tothe ſo. 
ber, and vertuous, Of good Ex- 
ample, to all abont them. 

You were, both, dedicated to 
God, early, and be gave early Teſ- 
timony of kis accepting th, De- 
dication. He beygqn with you both 
betimes, bleſſong your Education, and 
owning you for his, by diſpoſing and 

Spirits to own, betimes, 
the God Fathers, He hath 
_ B 4 bleſſed 
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bleſſed you indeed, adding the 
ſpiritual Bleſſings mn heavenly things, 
ro your many earthly Comfort s. Which 
Jabez might mean, not content, 
with a common Blefling ; and 
the more probably, from the accep- 
tan: be ſound, n Chron. 4. 9, 
10. God granted his Requeſt, 
as Solomon's, 1» Kings 2. 10. 
When his Requeſt was as little Vut- 


PU 


You both concurred, in the De- 
dication of this your Son, as inthe | 
reſt of yours ; and ] doubt not with | 
great - ſericuſneſs ; you Covenanted | 
with God in Chriſt, ro be his 
God. Aud if he enabled you tobe 
in good earneſt berem, even that 
was of ſpecial Grace and Favay 3 
and onght to come into the account. 
of ihe many good things you 
Gave received of God's band, | 
« offering ro God willingly, did, | 
in the eſtimate of David :, when the 
TR Oblation 
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Oblation was of a meaner kind, 
1 Chron. 29. 14. | 

But then you ought to conſider, 
what the import, and meaning 
was of that your Covenant, where- 
in you accepted God in Chriſt to 
be the God of your Son ; "and 
dedicated bim to God through Chriſt 
to be his Was it not abſolute, 
and without limitation * that God 


ſhould be a God to bim entirely, and 


without reſerve ? and that be ſhould 
be his, abſolutely, and be diſpe;'d 
of by him, at his Pleaſure ? 0- 
therwiſe, there was a repugnancy, 
and contradiFion, inthe very terms 
of your Covenant. To be a God 
to him! Is not, God, the name of 
a Being incapable of limitatian | 
Doth it not ſignify infinite unli- 

ted Power, and Goodnefs ? 
To be a God to any one, therefore, 
under reſtrition, is to be a God 
to lim, and no Gad; And fo to 
: oVe- 
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Covenant with God, can neither have 
——_— in it, nor good ſenſe. 
He can be under no reſtraint, in the 
exerciſes of his Power, arid Good- 
neſs towards any, to whom he vouch- 
ſafes to be their God in Covenant ; 
but what he is pleaſed to lay upon him'- 
felf ; whichmuſt be from bis own Wil- 
dom and good Pleaſure, to which 
im covenanting we refer our ſelves ; 
with particular Faith, jn reference 
to What be hath expreſly promis d ; 
and with general, that all ſhall be 
well, where his Promile is not ex- 
preſs. But from our ſelves, no- 
thing can be preſcribed to bim. He 
muſt be our all, or nothing ; m 
point of Enjoyment as our Sove- 
reign,all-comprehending Good ; 
in point of Government, as our 
Sovereign all-diſpoling Lord. So 
we take bim, in Covenanting with 
him, for our ſelves, and ours. 
For he ſo propounds, and offers 


The Dedicatzon. [T 
bimſelf, to us; If we accept, and 
take him accordingly, there i a Cove- 
uant between bim and us, otherwiſe we 
refuſe him; and there i no Covenant. 
When he promiſes, as to his part, 
be promiſes his all ; to be God all- 
ſufficient tows ; to beours in all his 
Fulneſs, according to our meaſure, 
and capacity; we are not ſtraitned im 
him, but in our ſelves, Fe wunder- 
takes to be to 4, and do for us, all 
that it belongs to him, as a God to be, 
and do, To give us Grace and Glo- Plal. 84, 
ry, about which, there can be no diſ- mY 
pute, or doubt, they are always, and 
ymmutably good. And to withhold 
from+us no good thing, Here, 
are comprebended, with the former, 
inferiaur good things, about which, 
becauſe they are but mutably, and 
not always good, there may be a 
doubt, whether, now and in pre- 
ſent Circumſtances, they will be 
good for us, or no. . And now, it 

belongs 


12 


The Dedication. 


belongs to him, as he is to do the 
part of a God tows, to judg and de- 
termine for 1s : for which be alow us 
competent, as being God only wile, 
and otherwiſe be wefe not God all- 
ſufficient ; And not to leave that to 
us, who are ſo apt to be partial, and 
miſtaken, in our judgment. 

But when be makes his Demand 
from us, of what we on our part 
are to be, and do; be demands our 
all, abſolutely ; chat we ſurrender 
our lelves and ours, whatſoever we 
are, and haye, to bis pleaſure and 
diſpoſe, without other exception, or re- 
ſtrifliof, than by his Promiſe, be 
hath laid upon himſelf. 

Nor are we tothik it flrange there 
ſhould be this difference, im the tenour 
of bis Covenant, between his pare 
and ours. For we are to remember, 
The. Covenant between him, and us, 
is nxt, as of Equals ; He Covenants 
as God; we, «s (reatures; He, ac- 

cording 
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cording to the univerſal, infinite per- 
feftion and allſufficiency of a God, 


we, according to the mſufficiency, 
imperfeftion and indigency of Crea» 
tMres. 


Theſe things were (1 doubt nat ) all 


foreknown, and, 1 hope, conſodered. by 


you, when you ſo ſolemnly tranſafted 
with God, concerning this your Son ; 
where you could nat but then take 
him for your God, as well, as, his 
God, Ir needs now only to be apply"d 
to the preſent Caſe ; and it manfeſt- 
ly admits this Application, Viz, 

That this his diſpoſal of bim, in 
taking him, now, up to himſelf, ta be 
glorify'd by him, and to glorily 


him, #1 the Heavenly ſtate, wes 4 


thing then agreed upon, by ſalema Cp- 


venant, between God. and yax.. It. 


was done by your own vettual, aud. 
unretratied conſent. The ſubſtance, 
of. the thoug wgs agreed to expreſly ; 
that God 


finally, 


be. his. God, atd. 
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finally, make him happy, and bleſſed" 
in himſelf. But if you ſay, you 
would only have had his compleat 
Bleſledneſs, yet- a while defer d; 1 
will only ſay, could you agree with 
that God, whoſe he was, and 
whoſe you are, about the ſubſtance 
of Jo great a _ and now 
differ with him a Circum- 
ſtance? And leſides, all Circums 
Rances muſt be comprebended in your ' 
Agreement. For taking him to be 
your God, you take him to be Su- 
pream Diſpoſer in all things : and 
his Will to be in every thing the Rule, 
and meaſure of yours. Which you 
have expreſly conſented to as often as 
you have pray'd, either in the words, 
or after the renour, of that Pray- 
er, wherem our Lord bath taught ns 
to ſum up our Deſires, and repreſent 
the eſt of our Flearts, 

But the , that is both ' 
by his - co wp Covenant- 
agree- 
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agreement, owing to God, « is alfo 
to be conſidered, az an high Dignity, 
put upon you, to be the Covenanted-Pa- 
rents of a glorified Son ; a matter of 
| greater boaſt, than if you could ſay 
\ our Son (4 repeat what 1 formerly 


Princes on Earth ! 

low far 
done, by Chriſtianity ! which exhibits 
to our View Death aboliſh'd | Life, 
, and [Immortality brougheto light, 
by Jelus Chriſt, in « Goſpel 
2 Tim. 1.10. Which {ets before us 
all the Glories of the other World « 
« bright repreſentation ! Which, f 
we believe, 'T hat Faith will be to us, 
the ſubſtance of what we hope 
for, and the evidence of what we 

ſeenot. Thus, tho you ſaw not 
the kind reception, and abundanc 
entrance of this Son of your De- 
lights, into the everlaſting King- 
dom, it will yet be a thing evideac 


to 
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ly wrote) is one of the greateſt ' 


ſhould Paganiſm be out- 
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to you ; and your Faith will rendey it 
a great, and a moſi bſtanrial Re- 
alicy. Pagans bad bat obſcure glimt- 
merings of ſuch things ; and in ſuch 
aſflifting Caſes, when they bave ot- 
curr'd, comparatively lank, and ſlender 
Supports ; yet ſuch as were not to be 
deſpis'd. 

Should I tranſcribe what 1 find 
written in way of Conſolation by 
Plutarch to Apollonius,. upon the 
loſs of a Son, you would ſee what 
wauld give both [nſtruftion and Ad- 
miration. / ſhall mention ſome Paſ- 
ſages. He praifes the young Pet- 
ſon, deceaſed, for his Comlineſs, $94 
briety, Piety, dutifulneſs towards Pa- 
rents, obligingneſs towards Friends, 
acknowledges that Sorrow in- the' 
caſe of loſing ſuch a Son, .hath 
( qwwl dgxw) 4 principle'tin Na- 
ture, and is of the things \ that” art" 
(= is 44) not 1a our Power, or 
Thich we- cannot belp; That ro be 
deſtitute 


deſticute of it is neither poſſible, 
nor fir. Thar an Apathy, or in- 
ſenſibleneſs in ſuch a Caſe is mb 
more defireable, than that we 
ſhould endure to have a Limb, a 
rt of our ſelves, cut, or torn off 
om us without feeling it. Bur 
yet affirms that immoderate Sor- 
row upon ſuch an occaſion is 
(ods g/m) r—___—_ , and 
h a pravity init, and proceeds 
from Snifnform's mind. Thar 
we ought in any ſuch Caſe to be 
neither (4.43, nor Iveanc$e7;) 1o1- 
affefted , nor ill affefied. He 
tells bis Friend a Story (The mean- 
ing whereof, is more conſiderable to 
us, than the Credit of it, as per- 
haps it was to him) concerning t'þ0 
Grecian Youths, Cleobis and Bi- 
ton, e Mother having a Du- 
ty to perform in the Temple of 
Juno, and the Mules, not being 
B s at 
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athand, in the inſtant, when ſhe 
expected them, to draw her Cha- 
riot thither, they moſt ofhiciouſl 
drew it themſelves ; with wh 
a&t of Piety their Mother was [o 
tranſported, that ſhe made her 
Requeſt ro Juno, on their behalt, 
thar if there were any thing more 
defirable unto Mortals, 'than o- 
ther, ſhe would therewith reward 
her Sons ; who thereupon threw 
them into a Sleep, our of which 
they awak'd no more. Ther 
figaifying,that Death was the be 
gift chat could be beſtow'd upon 
Perſons of ſuch fuppoſed Piery, 
as they ! 

To which purpoſe,is what be re- 
lates concerning the Death of Euthy+ 
nous «x Italian, referr'd to, towards 
the cloſe of the following Diſcourſe. 
Son, aud Heir to the areple Eftate, of 
Elyfaus, « Perſon of principal Dig- 
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nity among the Terinzans, To 
whom anxionfly enquiring of Di- 
viners, concerning the cauſe of this 
Calamity, the SpeAre of his Son, 
mlroduced by the Father of the lat- 


"ter, appear d mn his Sleep, ſhewing 
him certam Greek Verſes, the + 


ſum whereof was, Thy Enquiry was 
Fooltſh. 

The Minds of Men are vain, 
Enthynous reſts by a kindly 
decreed Death, 

Becauſe his living longer, had 
neither been- good tor him, 
nor his Parents. 

He after vards adds, A good Man, 
when he dies, is worthy not fomuch 
of Lamenrartions, } as of Hymns, 
and Prailes. 

Fle animadverts tpon the aptneſ* 
of Parents to quarrel ith” any c1r- 
eumſtances of a Son's death ; be they 
114 they will, It he dic abroad, 

R » then 
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then the aggravation is, that nei- 
ther the Father nor the Mother, 
had Opportunity to cloſe his 
Eyes; It at home, then, how is 
he plucked away, even out of our 
Hands ! 


He gives divers memorable inſtan- 


| ces, of ſundry great Perſons, bearing 


with ſtrange compoſure of Mind, the 
ſame kind of Aſflifttion, T omit what 
he wrote to his Wife on their loſs of a 
( hild. As alſo to recite many, very in- 
ſtruttve Paſſages, out of Seneca 
writing to Marcia, on the ſame ac- 
count, Viz. by way of (onſolation, 


for ber loſs of a Son, and to Hel- 


via, for ber loſs m the fame kind. 
To Polybius, having loſt a near Re- 
lation, &c. 

But we have the Oracles of God, 
and do, too commonly, l/s need to re- 
cerve Inſtruttion from Heathens,chan 
deſcrvetobe reproached by them. That 

there 
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there is ſo frequent Cauſe for the 
Complaint of that antient Worthy tiercm. 
in the Chriftian Church. Non 
preſtat Fides quod prefſtitic In- 
hdeliras. The lnfideliry of Pa- 
gans, performs greater things than 
the Faich of Chriſtians. © Their 
ledate Temper, their Maſtery 0- 
ver turbulent Paſſions, may, in many 
inſtances, ſhame our mpotency, and 
want of ſelf-government, in like 
Caſes. 

For who of them have ever had, or 
could have ſo great a thing to ſay, as 
is ſaid to A the Word of the 
Lord, 1 Thefſ. 4. 13. For this very 
purpoſe, that we may nor ſorrow 
concerning them that are aſlcep, 
even,as others, who haveno hope, 
i, ver. 14. If we believethar % 
lus died, and roſe again ; even lo, 
them alſo, which ſleep in Jeſus, 
will God bring with him. For 

B 3 ver. 
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ver. 15. this we ſay to you (and 'tis 
ſaid by the foremention d Authority, 
the Lord himſelf havins revealed it to 
this great Apoltle, and diretted him 
to ſay it) that we who are alive, 
and remain unto the Coming of 
the Lord, ſhall not prevent them 
which are aſleep. Yer. 1 6. For the 
Lord himſelf ſhall deſcend from 
Heaven with a Shout, with the 
Voice of the Arch-Angel, and 
with the Trump of God; and 
the Dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe 
hrſt. Per. 17. Then we which 
are alive, and remain, ſhall be 
congue up, together with them, 
in the Clouds, to meet the Lord 
in the Air : and folhall we ever 
be with the Lord. Yer. $8. Where- 
fore comfort one another with 

thele words. | 
I hve tranſcribed theſe few V erſes, 
that they might readily appear to preſent 
View, 
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view, And becauſe all their Efficacy, 
and all our Advantage by them, de- 
our believing them ; let us 

cloſely put the queſtion to our ſelves, 
D» we believe them? or do we not ? The 
Apoſile ſeems 16 defeon the putting us 
wpon this Self refleftion. Ver. i 4. by 
inſerting the ſuppoſition, If we be- 
lieve, --- q d. This villeftectual- 
ly do the buſineſs, of allaying all our 
hopeleſs Sorrow. For, if we believe 
that one Fundamental Truth (and 
therefore let us ſee whether we do orno) 
of Chriſt's dying and riſing again, 
it will draw ſuch a tram of Conſequen- 
ces, all tending to fill our Souls with a 
vital Joy, as will leave no place for 
undue Sorrow any longer. That 
Faith, will be ſtill urging and carrying 
1s forward, will make us who!ly intent 
wpon Proſpe&t and Expettation, 
What are we now to look for upon ſuch 
4 Foundation, fo firmly laid, and fully 
B 4 bee 
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believed ? j we believe that Jeſus *" 
dicd ! He did not ſubmit to die,with- 
out a deſign ; and his riſing again, 
ſpeaks bim Maſter of his Deſiga : 
. and that he hath « now entirely mn 
his Power. He dicd not for him- F 
ſelf, but for them he was to re- 
deem! And being now riſen again, 
what muſt become of them ! All that 
follows is now matter of 2lorious Tri- 
wmph ! 
If Plato, Plutarch or Seneca,  % 
had but once had ſuch a Revela- 
tion from Heaven as this, aud 
had chat ground to believe it, that - 
we have ; how full would their 
Writings have been of it ! How had 
they abounded, in lofty Paraphraſes, . 
wpon every Period, and word of 1: 
it ! 
The Faith of ſuch things, would 
ſurely make a truly Chriſtian Hearr, 
fo earn'ſtly preſs forward, wn the ex- 
pectation 
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the Gre s, ſtill to 

R_ leave kg, fe 
retroſpetion. And this is the 
ſource of all our intemperate Sorrow, in 
ſuch a Caſe as this, our fr ons 
ſeve pſy juſtin, of ing 

and 


as we were, with (i 
Friends and Relatives about us, as 
we heretofore enjoy'd. As 
of what is future, and deſireable, feeds 
our Joy ; ſo, Memory of good "rr 
paſt, doth our Sorrow. In ſuch a 
Caſe as this, which the Apoſtle here 
ſpeaks to, the deceaſe of our ry 
Friends, and Relatives, fall'n 
we are apt tolook back,with a mus 
ing Bye, upon that former ſtate of 
things: and to ſay, as be, O mihi 
preteritos—0 that God would re- 
call for methe Years that are gone 
over—! Or, as m ſacred Lan» 

guage, Othat | wereasin Months 5, 
i -When the ſecret of God Was a, 34s 


upon 
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upon my Tabernacle. When 
the Almighty was yet with me ; 
when my Childrea were about 
me! 

What pleaſant Scenes dowe form 
to our ſelves, afreſh, of paſt things, 
on purpoſe to foment preſent Sor- 
row ! And whether we have that de- 
fron or no, we are more prone to 
look back to former things we 
bave known, than forward to fu- 
ture, we k;iow not ; eſpecially, 
the further we look back, the tef 
we find of Trouble interming| 'd im 
our former Courſe. A ſmooth and 
pleaſant Path we would 20 over a- 
gain, if Reaſon, and the neceſ- 
firy of Afﬀeairs do not recall us, and 
nroe us forward. 

"And ſo, Sir, mig ht you find mat- 
ter for a Very copious, and not te1- 


nrateful recolledtion, to call over 4- 
an, and revolve is your Thoughts, 


the 


The Dedication. 


the pleaſures of your Touth, (more 
innocent than of many others,) when 
you were incumbered with no Cares, 
entertain'd with Various Delights, 
of one. ſort and another, in this or 
that pleaſant Seat of your Pa- 
rents, But how remote is it from 
you, upon Conlideration, to wiſh 
your ſelf back, into your juvenile 
State, and Circumſtances >? How 
much a more generous, and God-like 
pleaſure is it, to be doing good in 
the World, and fhill to aboundthere- 
in, to g0- forward, and do ſtill more 
and more ! 
And, Madam, who could have 
a more pleaſant Rerroſpe&, upon 
former days, than y'u ? recount- 
mg your Antrim Delights ! the delizht 
you took in your excellent Relations, 
your Garden Delights, your Cloſet- 
delights, your Lords-days delights ! 
But how much a greater thing is it to 
| ſerve 
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ſerve God in your preſent Stati- 
on ! as the Mother of 4 nume- 
, rous and hopeful Offspring ? as 
the Miſtreſs of a large Family ; 
where you bear your part, with 4 
,your like-minded Conlort, #1 
ſupporting the -Intereſt of God 
and Religion! and have opports- 
nity of ſcattering Bleſſongs rowd 
about you ! 
But our Buſineſs is not recurring, 
or looking back. God is continually + 
callmg us forward, Time 1s a 
ſtream, running on, towards the 
valt Ocean, Tending backward, 
is vain (triving againft the Stream. 
And as it is the Courſe, and Method, 
of Nature, of Providence, and 
Grace, totend forward, and car- 4 
ry us from lels to greater things, in 
this World, $0 do all thele con- 
ſpwe, t2carry us on, becauſe our 6njus, 
our higheſt pitch, cannot be here ; ta 
yet 


The Dedication. 


yet far greater things in the great- 
er World. Of which vaſt World, 
it is the Deſign of the ' following 
Diſcourſe to give you ſome ac- 
count ; tho, God knows, it is but 
a very imperfe&t one. - Such as 
it is, if God only make it an' 0cca- 
fron to you, of foxing your Minds 
and Elearts upon that mi 
Theme, you will find it eaſy and 
pleaſant to you to amplify up it, 
and enlarge it to your (elves. * And 
thereby, through God's Bleſſmg, 1 
doubt not, arrive to a fulneſs of Sa- 
tisfattion, concerning this late Diſ- 
penlation, which hath a gloomineſs 
upon it ; but is in very deed only gloo- 
my, on one ſide, viz, downwards, 
and towards this wretched World, 
this Region of Sorrow and Dark- 
neſs : but on the ſide, upwards, 
and towards that other World, 
which caſts its luſtre upon it, its 
Phaſis, 
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The Dedication. 
Phaſis, aud appearance, will be 
altogether bright” and glorious. 
And the more you look by a be- 
lieving intuition into that othet 
World, where our Bleſſed Re- 
deemer, and Lord, bears rule, 
in ſo Tranſcendent Glory ; the 
more will you be above all the 
cloudy Darkneſs, of this event 
of Providence, towards your 
ſelves, and your Family. Here- 
in, your peruſal of this very de- 
fetive Eſſay, may be of lome 
ule to you. And I reckwwd it 
might be of more laſting and 
permanent uſe . to you, and 
yours afrer you, and to as 
many Others, o1to whoſe hands it 
miobt fall, as a little Book, than 
as one fi ;ngle Sermon. 


Yon will, however, I doubt not, 
apprehend in it, the fincere de- 


fire 
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fite to aſſiſt you m this your preſent, 
difficult lnal ; followed by the aith- 
ful Endeayour, of 


Moſt Honoured in the Lord, 
My 17: Vour very reſpefful 
and obliged Servant, 
in him, 
and for bis ſake, 


Joun Howe. 


Rev. 1- 18. 


And have the Keys of Hell 
( Hades, or the unſecn World) 
and of Death. 


HE peculiar occaſion of this 
preſent Solemnity, 1 mean, 
that is additional to the uſual bu- 
ſincſs of the Lord's Day, may be 
ſomewhat amuſing to nartower 
and lefs conſidering minds , 7. e. 
That atn now to take notice to 
you of (what the moſt would 
call) the premature, or untimely 
death of a moſt hopeful Young 
Gentleman, the Heir of a very 
conſiderable Family, greatly pre- 
parcd by parts and pious Senti- 
ments, and further preparing by 
ſtudy and converſation,to be uſe- 
B 


- ful 


(2) 
ful tothe Age,cut off in his prime, 


+ often. when the meer ſbewing him Þ} to 


dunt rerris 


kunc tan- the World had begun to raiſe an 


tum tata 


nec ultra 
eſſc four. 
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expectation in ſuch as knew him, 
of ſomewhat more than ordina- 
ry hercatter from him, his future 
—_— circumſtances, bc- 
ing conſidered, of which you will 
hear further towards the cloſe of 
this Diſcourſe. 

Nor did I know any paſſage in 
the whole ſacred Volume, morc 
apt to ſerve, the beſt & moſt valu- 
able pap in ſuch a caſc, than 
the words now read ; none morc 
fitted to enlarge our minds, to com- 
poſe them, and reduce to a duc 
temper even theirs who arc moſt 
concern'd, and moſt liable to be 
diſturb'd, or to inſtruct us all 
how to interpret and comment 
aright upon ſo perplexing, and ſo 
intricate a Providence as this at 
the firſt, and Nightcr 'view may 
ſcem unto us. In 


CSF 
In order whereto our buſincfs 
muſt be to | 


Explain and _ moſt weigh 
Apply awful ſaying. 


1. For the Explication, theſe 
3 things arc to be enquired into, 
t. Who it is that claims, and 
aſſerts - himſelf this Power here 
oken of ? 
af 2. What it is about which this 
claimed Power 1sto be converſant? 
3. What ſort of Power it 1s that 
this emblematical expreſſion, ligni- 
fics to belong to him ? % 
1. Who it is that claims the 
Power here ſpoken of ?. Where the 
Enquiry is not ſo much concern- 
ing the Perſon that makes this 
claim; which all the forcgoing 
context puts out of queſtion to 
_ ” _ Chrift. iy couching 
thc ſpeciat notion and capacity 
wherein he claims it, and accord- 
B 2 ing 
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ing wherceto it muſt be under- 
ſtood to belong to him. 

And whereas he is deſcribed by 
very diſtinct Titles,and Attributes, 
pronuſcuouſly interwoven in the 
preceding verſes of the chapter, 
viz. that ſomctuncs he 1s intro- 
duced ſpeaking in the flile of a 
God; as wer. $. I am Alpha, and 
Omega, the beginning, and the end* 
ing, ſaith the Lord, which is, and 
which was, and which is to come, 
the Almighty. And azain, v 11. 
I am Alpha, and Omega. Bur 
that ſometimes hc 1s repreſented 

An thc /orm of a Man, and accord- 
ingly deſcribed even from head 
to foot, and ſaid to appear in the 
Vifion that cxhibits lum, @s one 
like the Son of Man, that we nighe 
certaialy underſtand him fo to be, 
werſe 13, 14, 15, 16. And ſuch 
things ſaid of him as arc incident 
to a Mortal Man, the ——_ 

11S 


(5s) 
his Blood, verſe 5. and that he was 
dead, verſe 18. former part. Yea 
and expreſſions of this different 
imporc intermingled , that we 
might know it was the ſame Per- 
ſon that was continuedly ſpoken of 
under theſe fo vaſtly difterenr 
Characters, as, I am the firſt and 
the laſt ; 1 am he that liveth and 
was dead, verſe 17, 18. We may 
chereupon very reaſonably con- 
clude that he is not here to be 
conceiv'd under the one notion Or 
the other, neither as God, nor as 
Man, ſeparatcly or exc/ufrvely of 
each other ; but as both together, 
as ©e:15purG, as God-man, under 
which conjun&t notion, he re- 
ceives, and ſuſtains the Ofhce of 
our Redeemer, and Mediator bc- 

tween God, and Man 
Which will enable us the more 
clcarly ro anſwer the third En- 
quiry, when we come to it, con- 
: B 3 cermng 
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cerning the Kind of that Power, 
which is here claimed. And 
which, becauſe there can be no 
doubt of the juſtice of his claim, 
we arc hereby taught to aſcribe 
to him, 

For the management whercof, 
we arc alſo hence to reckon him 
every way competent ; that he 
was par negotio that it was not too 
big tor him. No cxpreſſions being 
uſcd to ſignific his true Humanity, 
but which arc joyned with others, 
as __— to Deity. And that 
nothing therefore obliges us ta 

narrow it more than the follow- 
ing account imports z which we 
are next tocnquire about ; viz. 

2. The large extent of the objeft 
about which the Power he here 
claims, is to be converſant. 1. Cc. 
Hades ( as we read, Hell but 
which is truly to be read ) the un- 
ſeen World, and Death. 


The 


W111 
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The former of theſe, we with a 
debaſing limitation, and ( as 1 
doubt not will appear) very un» 
reaſonably do render Hell. | 

The Power belonging to Chriſt, 
we arc elſewhere taught to conceive 
is of unſpeakably greater latitude. 
And here we arc not taught tocon- 
fine it to ſo vile & narrow limit 
as this tranſlation gives it. A 
things in the Context Conſfpire 
to magnific him, and, agrecably 
herero to magtufie his Dominion. 
When therefore the apparent de- 
ſignis to ſpeak him great, that he 
ſhould only be repreſented as the 
Jaylorof Devils, and their wer - of 
nions, 1s, to me unaccountable ; 
unleſs a yery manifeſt neceſſity 
did induce to it. 

From the word «3, there can 
be no pretence for it. Tho' it 
ought to be extended, it is by no 
mcans to be reſtrained to that 

B 4 ſcnſc 
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ſenſe : Which as it is the ignobleft, 
ſo it will appear but a very ſmal, 
minute part of its Darrin 
whether we conſider the literal 
import, or the common »ſe of the 
word. . 

Literally it fignifies, but what we 
ſee not, or what is out of our fight. 

And as the word of which it is 
compounded ſignifics alſo to know, 


as well as to ſee, it may further 


{ignific, that flate of things which = 


lies without the compaſs of our 
knowledge, even out of the reach 
of our mental ſight ; or concern- 
ing which, tho' we arc to belicye 
what 15 revealed, we cannot imme- 
diately, or diſtinctly hnow it ; and 
in reference whereto, therefore, 
we arc to walk by Faith, not by 
frght, 2 Cor. 5-7. | 
And the common uſe of the word, 
hath been very agreeable hereto ; 
with [/riters of all ſorts, # e. ta 
| | '_ _ ham 
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{ignifie indefinitely the unſeen 
World ; or the flate of the deceaſed 
out of our World, who are, conſc- 
quently, gone out of our fight, 
whether they were good or bad; 
ſo as not peculiarly rofignihe Hell, # 
or any place, or ſtate of Torment, 
only. 
It were caſic to abound in Qxo* 
tations to this purpole, it i were 
cither needful, or proper in a Dif- 
courſe of this nature. 

What I intend in this kind, I 
ſhall only fer down on the by in 
the Margin, upon which they that 
will may caſt their Eye 7; ; 
that che Diſcourſe be , 5 bare irmay 


| ſuffice to rake notice 

not interrupted as to that Greek Writers, 
- oets, Philoſophers, 

others that cither have ;; —oags 
NO ther Writers, that 

have made only occa/ione! mention of this word 4 
_- words next akin Wy It dls. Of dive, Of _ 
graphers, that have purpoſely given an account of it, 
trom Greek Authors, that muſt be ſuppoſed beſt ro un- 
derſtand the uſe of words in their own Tongue z gene- 
rally ſuch as have pot been engaged in a ar 
, rat 
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no need to be informed in this mat- 
ecr,having known as much before, 


as 
that oblipes men uſually to torture words to their own 
fenle, or to ſerve the Hypotheſis, which they had eſpou- 
led ; have been remote from confining hs, or the cog- 
anc Ardr, ro that narrow ſenſe as only to fignifie « 
fare or flate of torment for bad men, but u it 
as comprehending alſo, a flate of Felicity for the piors 
an £-cd. 

For ſuch as have bezn concern'd in interpreting this 
or other like words with reterence to the known, and 
| — which — —— _ 

gments mu _ according to reputa 
they are of with the Keader. 

The Greeks, no doubt, beſt underſtood their own 
Lavguage. And among them can we think that Homer 
in the beginning of his 1. 11. when he ſpeaks of the 
many brave Souls of his Hero's, thoſe iaywer ' Joy, 
which che War he is deſcribing, ſent into the inviſiole 
Regions, 4&4 o-jislar, that he ever dreamt they were 
all promiſcuontly diſpatcht away to a place of Tor- 
ment. Not to mcntion other pallages where he uſes the 
the word 2; 10 the ſame purpoſe. Divers others of 
of th: y7cek Porte are cited by feveral ready to our 
hands, with which I ſhall not cumber theſe pages. Ther 
one i; c11uzh, and nothing can bz fuller ro our pur- 
pole, which is quoted by Clem. Alexandy. Str. 1. 5. (as 
well as by ſundry others) and aſcribed ro the Comve. 
Depbilus (tho by others to another, Phulemon.) 


Kai 3 xal' 24 iu Is Tpitus ropulppp 
M.zr #rz2iwy, x £712 7 a or2vy odbs. 
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2s can be now told them 5 or 9» 
inclination to be diverted from 
their preſent purpoſe in reading z 
ap ing that what is gene- 
rally told them, only concerning 
the uſual fignification of a word, 
is not ſaid withour ſome —_ 
A 


In Hader we reckon there are treo paths, the one of 
the righteous, the other of the wicked , plainly —_— 
that s was underftood to contain or Hell. 
Plato, when in his Phedohe tells us that he that comes 
into Hader, 4u/wr&, geanar@, not initiated ard duly 
—_— thrown into BigdyÞ, (a ſinking Lake) bur 

that comes into it firly purihed, ſhall dwell with the 
Gods, as expreſ] = Hades to include the ſame 
oppolre ſtates of miſery and felicity. In that Dialogue 
called Aziochar, tho? ſuppoſed not to be his, written 
by one that ſufficiently the - meaning of ſuch a 
word, we are told that ether Men die they are brought 
into the Tile dhateis, the Field of Trath, where fit 
Fudges that examine rea bur, whet manner of iſe every 
one lived while be diceſt in the body, that they who 
—_ they liv'd here were pe by a Emur, 
or Spirir, go into the Region of pious having 
before they came into Hades been purited ſuch 
as led rheir lives wickedly are hurried by Furies up ard 
down Chaocw—in the Region of the wicked. In the 
third Book de Repub. Plato the Poets that they 
repreſent the ſtare of things in Hades too frighttully, 
when they ſhould wguey imnir, praile it rather. aw 
\ tar 
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And ct Texts of Scriptufe be 
conſulecd abour that, how Hades, 
and (the correſpondent word in 
the O. T.) Sheet, arc uſed _ 

I 


tarch de Saperſt. brings in P/zto ſpeaking of Hades, as 
a Perſon, or a God, Ds, or Plato (as they frequently 
do) and ſays be is grdrvwer@, benign or friendly to 
Mex , theretore not a rormentor of them only. Celts 
Rhodigin. quotes this ſame paſſige of Plararch, and 
takes notice that our Savicar ſpeaks of the ſtare of 
Torment by another word, not Hades, but Gebenza, 
which ſufficiently ſhews how he underttood it himſclt. 
And whereas there are who diſagree to 14s notation 
of this word, that makes it fignifiewnſcer, as ſome will 
fetch it trom the Hebr. and go as far back as Adam in 
their ſearch, alledging for ths the Authority of an old 
Sibyll, will have it go for «d«/v;, and fignitie 25 ner, 
unpleaſant; nothing is plainer than bat this other is 
_ the common notion, which (tho' Fancy hath not a grea- 
. ter Dominion in any thing than in Erymology) would 
make one ſhy of -———_ - to find to dit- 
ter trom the generality. Therefore Calepin, upon this 
word, tells us thar the Gree# Grammorians, do _— 
the nature of the Erymon (which plainly a—_— 
whar rhey underſtood rhur to be) generally direft its 
beginning to be writ with the afper /prrit ,, but yet be 
makes it ſignife ob/care, or not viſible. And tho* Plato 
tsendeavoure$ to be hook'rin to the deriving it from 
Adm by a very tar fetch , yet 'tis plain that his cal- 
ling it wv 4, in a place before referr'd to, ſhews 
he underſtood it ro fignifie rmovr/eble.And fo Lexicons will 


commonly 
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If werake the Help of Interpreters, 
the imparnal. Reader is to judge 
of their Fidelity, and Ability who 
go our way *. 

[8 
commonly derive it (Va{zo, fays Celis. ,) But its 
extenſiveneſs, as comprebending a ſtate of happineſs, is 
our principal concern, which way (as we might thew 
” many more inſtances) the common ſtream carries it. 

—_— in his 'aPKAaixA , ſpeaking of Hermes (ac- 
ing to Homer ) 35 a/& Jew, and that hedid lead 
Souls vai # 4/Ww, could not be thought to mean, they 
were then univerſally miſerable. Sext. Exprr. is an Au- 
thority —+p the meaning of a Gree# word. 
When (Adverſus Mathem,) he tells us, tho* by way of 
objeQion; all men have a common notion tl 7 iu ds, 
(uling the Genizrue with &, as Homer, and others do, 
another word howſe, or abode, in the Darrve, being un- 
derſtood) And yet, as ro the thing, he aftc di- 
ſtinguithes Poets Fables, and what from the nature 4 
the Soul it ſelf, alt have a common apprehenſion 
As alſo Dog. . hath the /ame foraſe, mentioning 
the Writings of Protagoras, who, he lays, wrote one 
Book && F & 44%, the Genirtive, as here, after '@, 
as hath been uſual, on the mentioned account. And tho” 
his Bocks were burnt by the Athenians, becauſe of the 
dubious Title of one of them concerning the Gods. So 
that we have not opportunity to know, what his Opi- 
nion of Hades w_ we have reaſon more than enough, 
to think he underſtood it not of a ſtate of Torment only 
tor Evil Spirits. 
* Primate Uſer's Judgment may be ſeen in his An- 
fer to the Zeſaits Challenge, that this word properly 
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Upon the whole, it being moſt 
cyident, that Hell, 1s but a Ro: 


fignifies the other World, the place or ſlate of the Dead 
—So that Heaven it elf log o fc of the mn it. 
Groton Lak. 16.23. — to figmi- 
fie a place withdrawn from our fig fb ſpoke wt» bedy, 
the grave ;, of the ſoul, all that ts 


rate from 1he body. So that as Was 1# "aan Hale 
ces Lazarus too, but in ſeparate Regions.—-For both 
radiſe, and Hell, or ar t Orvciew were wour 10 ſpeak) 
Ely/:: and Tortors were in Heder. You may have 

him more Quotations from the Poer? he ke of the 
Eſſences from Feſephur, and from divers of the 
Fathers to the fame purpoſe. Dy. Hammonds mind 
was the ſame, copiouſly expreſt on Matt. 11. 20. But 
diticrs from Gror. in aſcribing to Philemon, the Zam- 
bicks above recited, which the other gives to 

Dy. Lightfoot is tu!l to the ſame ſs. On wb 
Art. ot the Creed. And tho” Be/larmin will have has 
word always {ignite Hell (which if it do with Sheol 
the correſpondent word ; Jacob deſired to go to Hell to 
his Son, as Dy. H.a 


Camero (as a Judge) thinks, except once gt _ 


;. It an ro ſeu more to this 
lirtle trouble to themſclves,let them norulh paochcher 
Lexic. on the word Inferus, or Infernus. 1 could refer 
them to many more whom | fo1bcar to mention. 

Only it any think in ſome or other Text of Scrip- 
ture this word muſt fignific He!/ only, mm it is of that 
latitude as to {rgnifhe Heaven in other places, an impar- 
tial view of the circumſtances of rhe Text, muſt derer- 


mine whether there,it be mcant of the one, or the crber, 
or beah, 
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and mean part of what is figni- 
ficd by Hades, it will be very 
unreaſonable to repreſent or con 
ceive of, the Power here aſcribed 
ro our Lord, according to that 
narrow notion of it. And would be 
a like incongruity, as it, ro mag 
nific the Perfonot higheſt Digmi- 
ty, in the Court of a mighty 
Prince, one ſhould ſay, He is the 
Keeper of the Dungeon 

Th: word (clt, indeed, properly 
taken,and according to its juſt ex- 
rent mightily greatens him i.e."us as 
much as to fay, his Dominion is of 
wihnown limits; fuch as no Evc 
canmeaſure. We think with a fors 
of vencrauon, of what 1s . 
{crucd as too big for our know- 
kdge. We have a natural awe 
and reverence for unſcarchable 
darkneſs. Bur in the mcan ume 
we hereix ſuffer a juſt diminution 

of our ſelves; that when our cn- 
quiry 
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iry ſtops, and can proceed no 

| w' i | being but a very htc 

part of the Univerſe that lies with- 

in our compaſs, having tir'd our 

enquiring Eye, and Mind, upon 

all the reſt we write Hades, call it 
unſeen, Or unknown. 

And becauſe weeall it fo; inre- 
ference to us, God himſelf calls it 
ſo roo. It being his way (as is 

* Maino obſcrved, by that noted Jew *) 
mider. ſpeaking to men, to aſe the rongue 
of the children of men, to ſpeak to 
them in their own language, and 
allow them co coin their own 
words.” Which at firſt they of- 
ten do very occaſtonally; nor, as 
to this, could they have a fairer, 
or 4 more urgent occaſton, or that 
1s more ſclt-juftitying chan in one 
word to tay of that other World, 
that it 1s Hades or inviſible, when 
thar 1s truly all that they have to 
ſay,or can have any immediate 
notice of about it. Ir 
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It hath therefore its riſe from 
our ſclves, and the penury of our 
knowledge of things. And 1s 
at. once both an ingenuous con- 
feſſion, with ſome ſort of mo 
deſt cover, and excuſe of our 
own ignorance. As with Geo- 
graphers, all that part of this Globe, 
which they cannot deſcribe, 1s 
Terra Incognita ; and with Philoſo 


 phers, ſuch Phanomens, in nature, 


as they can give no account of, 
they reſolve, ſhortly and in the 
moſt compendious way, into 
ſome or other occult quality, or 
ſomewhar clſc, as occule. 

How happy were it, if in al 
matters that concern Religion,and 
in this, as it doth ſo, they would 
ſhut up in a facred —_— 
Darkneſs, what they cannot di- 
flintUy perceive, it being once by 

the undeceiving Ward cxprelly 
aflerted, that it is, withour, there- 
C fore, 
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fore, denying its reality, becauſe 
they clearly apprehend not what 
it is. 

With too many their Religion 
is ſo little, and their pride and felt- 
conceit fo great, that they think 
themſelves fit to be Standards. 
That their Eye or Mind, 1s of a 
ſizclarge enough to meaſure the 
Creation ; yea and the Creator 
too. And by how much they have 
the leſs left them of Mind, or the 
more it 1s ſunk into Earth and 
Carnality, the more capable it 1s 
of being the meaſure of all reality 
of taking the compaſs, of all be- 
ing, created and uncreated. And 
ſo that of the Philoſopher takes 
place in the worſt ſenſe can be 
put uponit | to ſee Darkneſs is to 
ſee nothing \ All is nulity that their 
ſcnſc —_—_ not. Hades is with 
ſach, indeed, cmpry, umagimary, 
Darkneſs; or in plainer Engliſh 


there © 
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there is neither Heaven nor Hell, 
becauſe they ſee them nor. 

Bur we ought to have the grea- 
ter thoughts of it, not the lefs, for 
its being too big, too great, too 
glorious for our preſent view : 
And that it muſt as yer, reſt, as to 
us, and fo ler it reſt a while, under 
the nameof Hades. The unknown 
Dominion of our great Lord. Ac- 
cording to that moſt expreſs ac- 
count he at his Aſcenſion gave of 
the Exiſtence of both parts toge- 
cher, that Icfs known to us, and 
that more known, Matt. 28. 18. 
All power is given to me both in 
Heaven and Farth. 

That Death is added, as con- 
taincd alſo within the limirs of our 
Lord's Dominion, doth expreſly ſig: 
nifie his cuſtody of the Ke na 
from this Vifible World to the In» 
viſible ; viz. as he commands the 
entrance into each diſtin# part of 

C 2 Hades, 
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Hades, the Inviſible World, con- 
liſting of both Heaven, and Hell, 
ſo hc hath power over Death too, 
which is the common our-lct from 
this VVorld, and the paſſage un* 
to both. 

Bur it withall plainly implies, 
His very abſolute Power over this 
Viſible V Vorld of ours alſo : For 
it {f1gnifies he hath the power of 
mcaſuring every ones time here, 
and how long cach Inhabitant 
of this World ſhall Ive in it. It 
it belong to him to determihe 
when any one ſhall dic, it muſt 
by conſcquence belong to him to 
aſſign the portion and dimenſum 
of time that every one ſhall live. 
Nor 1s there any conceivable mo” 
ment in the time of any ones lite, 
wherein he hath not this power 
of putting a period by death 
thercunto,at his own pleaſure. 


is therefore ſigmficd to have the = 


power 
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power of every man's /i/e and 
death at once. And the Power of 
Life and Death is very high and 
great Power. He therefore herein 
implicitly claims,what isclſcwhere 
expreſly aſcribed tro him, Rome. 1 4. 
78,9. None--- lives to himfelf, (i.e. 
de jure, no man ſhould) or dies 
to himſelf: For whether we live, 
we live unto the Lord, or whether 
we die, we die to the Lord ; whether 
we live therefore or die, we are the 
Lords, For to this end Chriſt both 
died, and roſe again, and revived, 
that he might be Lord, both of the 
dead and living. 

In ſumm, il is afſerred ro 
him a Dominion over both Wor 1s; 
this, in which we live, and that, 
into which we die, whether the 
one or the other part of it. And 
lo in reference to Men, who once 
have inhabited this World, the 
{cnc of this Text, and that we arc 

C 3 infiſting 
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inſiſting on, 1s the ſame. Tho' Ha 
des 1s of vaſtly larger extent than 
only to be the receptacle of ſuch 
as havchy'd here; it having alſo,in 
both the parts of it, innumerable 
Inhabitanes who never had a 
dwelling afhigned them in thus 
World of ours at all. 

Bur thus far we have the vaſt 
extent of bur Lord Chriſt's Do- 
minion, competently cleared to 
be the proper intendment of this 
Text. And that x never meant 
ſo faint and minute a repreſen- 
tation of it, as only to make him 
Keeper of the bottomleſs Pit. 'l ho” 
of that alſo he hath the Key ; as 
we ſhall furthcr take notice. But 
are, now to enquire of, what will 
tak up leis time. 

3- The Kind of that Peper over 
ſo yaſt a Realm, or manifold 
Realms, ſignified by this emblemar 
tical expreſlion, of having the 
Keys, ©... Every 
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Every one knows, that the Keys \ 
arc Infiezia; ſome of the tokens 
of Power; and according to the 
peculiarity of the ObjeA, may bc, 
of Divine Power. 

The Jews, as ſome Writers of 
their Aﬀairs fav, appropriate the 
Keys of three,ochers of four things 
to God only. Of Life, or the cn- 
trance into this World. Of the 
Rain, or the Treaſures of the 
Clouds. Of the Earth (ſay ſome *) * Veens. 
as of the Granary of Corn. And 
of the Grave. Of which, ſays one 
of their own. ---7he Holy Bleſſed, | Pirke. R. 
one hath the Keys of the Sepulchres #7000 
in his hand, Ge. And, as we may G. " os 
be ſure he admits thicher, fo he For 
emits from thence ; and (as he © 
ſays) in the future Age, the H.B. 
one will unlock the Treaſures of 
Souls, and will open the Graves, and 
bring every Soul back into its own 
body, Ge. 

C 4 Nor 
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Nor 1s this Key of the vaſt 
Hades, when it is in the hand of 
our Redeemer, the leſs in the 
hand of the Holy, Bleſſed One; 
for ſo is he too. But it is in his 
hand as belonging to his Office, of 
Mediator between God and Man, 
as was before ſaid. And properly 
the phraſe ſignifies Miniſterial 
Power, being a manifeſt alluſion 
to the common uſage, in the 
Courts of Princes, of cntruſting 
to ſome great Miniſter the Power 
of the Keys ; as it was forctold of 
Eliakim, Iſa: 22. that he ſhould 
be placcd in the ſame high ſta- 
tion 1n Hezekiahs Court, wherein 
Shebna was, of whom fo ſevere 
things are there ſaid ; and that 
the Key of the Heuſe of David, 
ſhould be laid upon his ſhoulder gc. 
ver. 20, 21, 22. And the Houſe 
of David, being a known Type 
of the Houſe or Churth of God; 
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and he himſelf, of Chriſt, who, as ” 
the Son, hath power over the who/#® 
houſe, according to this typical 
way of ſpeaking our Lord i ſaid, 


of Ws... > 


Rev 3- 7. to have the I{ey of Da- 
vid, to open ſo as none can ſhut, to 


ſhut ſo as none can open, i. e. to 


have a final deciſive power in all 
he doth, from which there is no 
appeal. 

Nor could any thing be more 
congruous, than that having the 
Keys of the Celeftial Houſe of God, 
the Heavenly Palace of the Great 
King, the Habitation of his Holi- 
neſs and Glory, in which are the 
Everlaſting Habitations, the ma» 
ny Manſions, the Places prepared 
for his Redeemed ; he ſhould alfo 
have the Keys of the Terreftrial 
Bethel; which is but a fort of 
Portal, or Veſtibulum to the other. 
The Houſe of God, and the Gate of 
Heaven. And as he is implicd 

to 
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to have the Keys of this introdu- 
aive, preparatory Kingdom of Hea- 
ven (as the Keys of the Kings Pa- 
face, where is the Throne or Seat 
of Government ; and the Keys of 
the Kingdom muſt mean the ſame 
thing) when he is: ſaid to give 
them to the Apoſtle Peter, and 
the other Apoſtles : This was but 
a Prelude, and a minute Inſtance of 
his Power of thoſc Keys of Hades, 
and of the glorivus Heavenly 
Kingdom it ſelt containcd there- 
in, which he was not to delegate, 
but to manage himſelf immedi- 
ately in his own Perſon. 

It moreover he were ſignified 
by the An-el, Rev. 20. 1. who 
was ſaid to have the Key of the 
bottomleſs Pit ; That alſo muſt 
unport a Power, tho' great in it - 
ſelt, yer very little in compariſon 
of the immenſe Hades, of which 
he is here ſaid co have the Ke.s. 
$0 
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So remote is it, that the Power 
aſcribed ro him there, ſhould be 
the meaſure of what he here af- 
ſers to himſelf: And the difference 
muſt be vaſtly greater than it 1s 
poſſible for us to conceive, or pa- 
rallel, by the difference berween 
having Power over the Palace, 
& all the moſt delightful & moſt 
ſpacious Terricorics in the vaſtcſt 
Empire of the greateſt Prince,and 
only bavine Power over a Dun- 
geon in ſome obſcure corner of 
ir Which for the great purpoſes, 
whereto all this is it be applicd, 
we can-can ſcarcely too much in- 
culcate. 

And to ſuch application let us 
now with all poſlible ſcriouſneſs 
and intention of ſpirit, addreſs 
our ſelves. Which will conſiſt 
in ſundry Inferences, or Dedu- 
tions, laying before us ſome 
ſuitable matter, 


Partly 
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Meditation, 
Partly of our 
Praflice. 


The former whereof are to 
prepare, and lay a ground for 
the latter. 

1. Divers things we may col- 
le& that will be very proper for 
our deep Meditation ; whuch 1 
ſhall propoſe not as things that 
we can be ſuppos'd not to have 
known before, but which arc, tov 
commonly, not enough thought 
on, Or conſidered. | 

And here we ſhall ſomewhat 
invert the order whercin. things 
lye in the Text, beginning with 
what 1s there /atter and /oper, 
and thence ariling, with morcad- 
vantage, to what 1s highcr,and of 
greater concernment. As, 

1. That Men do not die at ran- 
dom, or by ſome uncertain, acci- 
accidental by ſtroak, that as by a 

ſlip 
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{lip- of the hand, cuts off the thred 
of Lite ; but by an act of Divine 
Determination, and Fudement,that 
paſſes in reference to each ones 
Death. For as the Key ſignifies 
Authority and Power, the turning 
this Key of Death, that gives a Man 
his Exit out of this World, is an 
Authoritative Af. And do we 
conſider in what hand this Power 
is lodgd? we cannot but appre- 
hend every ſuch a&t is the ctfect 
of Counſel and Judgment- 

W hat Philoſophers are wont to 
diſcourſe of fortuitous Events in 
reference to Rational Agents, or 
Caſual, in reference to Natural, 
muſt be underſtood but with re- 
lation to our ſelves, and ignifics 
only our own ignorance of furu- 
ritics; but can have no place in 
the all-comprehending Mind, as if 
any thing were a contingencyunto 
that. For them that live as if - 

they 
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they thought they came into this 
World by chance ; 'tis very natu- 
ral to them to think they ſhall 
dic, and go out of it, by chance 
too, but, when, and as, it happens. 
This is worſe than Paganiſh 
Blindneſs ; for beſides what from 
their Poets, the vulgar have been 
made to believe concerning the 
three fatal Sifters, ro whom they 
aſcribed no Iſs than Deity con- 
ccrn'd in meaſuring every ones 
Life. The grave diſcourſes which 
ſome of them have writ concern- 
ing Providence, and its cxtent to 
the Iefler 1ntermediate concerns 
of Life, nach more to that their 
final great concern of Death, will 
be a ſtanding Teſtimony againſt 
the too-prevalling Chriſtian Scep- 
ticiſm (they ought to excuſe the 
Soluciſm, who make it ) of this 
wretched Age! Burſuch among 


us as will allow themſelves the * 


liberty 
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liberty to think, want not oppor- 
tunity, and mcans by which they 
may be aſſur'd, that not an ima» 
ginary, but real Deity is immedi- 
atcly and conſtantly concern'd 
in meaſuring our Time in this 
World. What an awful thoughe 

is this! And it leads to a 
2 Inference. That it is a great 
thing to die. The Son of God, 
the Redeemer of man hath an 
immediate preſidency over this 
affair He ſignalizes himſelf by 
it, who could not ſuppoſe, he 
ſhould be magnified by a trifle ! 
We lightly fayſacha one is Dead ! 
Conſider the, matter in it fclf, 
and 'tis great. A reaſonable Soul 
hath chang'd States! an inte/li- 
gent Spirit is gone out of our 
world ! The life of a Gnat, a Fly, 
| thoſe little Automata, or (clt mo- 
ving things, how adaurable a 
productions it! It becomes no 
man 
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man to deſpiſe what no man can 
imitate. We praiſe the Pencil 
that well deſcribes the external 
figure of ſuch an Animalculum, 
ſuch a little Creature, but the in- 
ternal vital, ſelf moving power, 
and the motion itſelf, what /rt 
can expreſs! But an humane life 
how important a thing is it! 
Twas one of Plato's thankſgivings 
that God had made bim a man ! 
How carcful a guard hath God 
ſct over every mans lite ! fencing 
it by the ſevercſt Law, If any 
man ſhed mans blood, by man ſhall 
his blood be ſhed; and how weigh- 
ty 1s the annexed reaſon! For 
in the imate of God he made man. 
This then highly grcatens this 
matter. He therefore reſerves it 
wholly to himſelf, as one of his 
peculiarities, to diſpoſe of ſuch 
a life! I am he that kills and 
makes alive, We find it apes 

is 
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his high titles, The God of the 
Spirits of all fleſb. He had what 
was much greater to glory in, that 
he was T he Father of ſpirits, indeft- 
nicely ſpoken Whenhe hath all che 
heavenly Regions. the ſpacious 
Hades, Pcopled with ſuch Inhabt- 
tants whoſe dwelling is not with fleſh; 
(and for vaſt multtudes of them) 
that never was, that yet, look- 
ing down into this lictle world 
of ours, this minute ſpot of his 
creation, and obſerving that here 
were Spirits dwelling in fleſb, he 
ſhould pleaſe ro be {ttyl d alſo the 
God of thoſe Spirits, {ignihes this 
to be with him too. anappropriate 
glory, a-glory which he will noc 
communucate 'tarcher then he 
communucates Godhead. And 
that he held it a divine right to 
meaſure the time unto cach of 
them of their abode in fleſh, & de- 
termine when they (hall diſlodge. 
1his cannot be thought on- 
D arighe, 


(34) 
aright, without a becoming, moſt 


profound reycrence of him on 
this account. How ſharp a re- 
buke is given to chat haughty 
Prince, TheGod in whoſe hands thy 


23- breath is haſt thou not glorified. 


That would prepare the way, 
and-we ſhould be calily led on, 
were We once come to think with 
reverence, t0 think alſo with plea- 
frre, of this caſe, that our lifc, and 
every breath we draw, 1s under 
fuch a Divine Superintendency. 
The H. Pfalmiſt ſpeaks of it with 
high complacency, as the matter 
of his Song, that he had a God 
preſiding over his lite. So he tells 
us he would have cach xe, 
compoſed not more of Night 
and Day, thanof Prayer and Praiſe 
dirc&tcd to God under this no- 
tion, a5 the God of his life, Pſal. | 
42. 8, And he ſpeaks it not 
grudgingly, but as the ground of | 
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his truſt and boaft, Pſal. 31. 14,15. 
—>T trufled in thee, 0 Lord, I jaid 
thou art my God, my times are in 
thy hand. That this Key 1s in the 
hand of the Great Emmanuel, God 
with us, will be thought on with 
frequency; when it 1s thought on 
with delight. 

3- Our Liſe on Earth is under 
the conflant flirif obſervation of our 
Lord Chriſt. He waits when to 
turn the Key,and ſhut it up. Thro' 
the whole of that time, which, by 
deterring, he meaſures out to us, 
we arc under his Eve as in a ſtate 
of probation. He takes continual 
notice how we acquir our ſclves. 
For his turning the Key, at laſt, 
is a judicial act ; therefore ſuppoſes 
diligent obſervation,and proceeds, 
upon 1t. He that hath this Key, 
is alſo ſaid in the next Chapter,. 
verſe 18. to have Eyes like a flame 
of fire; with theſe he obſcrves 

- & what 


E + 
what he hath againſt one or ano- 
ther, ver. 20. And, with moſt in- 
dulgent paticnce gives a ſpace of 
Repentance, ver. 21. and notes it 
down, if any then repent not, as WC 
there alſo find. Did ſecure Sin- 
ners conſider this, how he be- 
holds them with @ flame in his 
Eye, and the Key in his hand, 
would they dare (till to trifle? It 
they did apprehend how he, in 
this poflure, (tands over them, in 
all their vain dalliances, idle 1m- 
pertinencics, bold adventures, 1n- 
ſolcnt attemprs againſt his Laws, 
and Goveri;ment, preſumptuous 
affronts of his high Authority ; 
Yea or but in their drowſic ſlum- 
brings, their lingering delays, 
ther neglefts of offered Grace. 
Did they conſider what notice he 
takes how they demean them- 
ſelves under eyery Sermon they 
hear, in eyery Praycr whercin 


they 
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they are to joyn wich others, or 
which perhaps, for cuſtoms ſake, 
they put up alone by themiclyes. 
How their hearts are mov'd, or 
unmoy'd by every repeated Call 
that is given them tv turn to God, 
& get their Peace made by appli- 
cation of their Redeemer's recon- 
ciling Blood. In what Agonies 
would they be ! what pangs of 
trembling would they tecl with- 
in themſelves, leſt the Key ſhould 
turn, before their great work be 
done ! 

4. Whatſoever ill deſigns by this 
obſervation be diſcovers, "tis eaſte 
to bim to prevent. One turn of 
this Key of Death (bcfides the ma- 
ny other ways that are obvious 
to him) diſappoints them all, and 
in that day all their thoughts periſh. 
'Tis not pem—_ from inadver- 
tEnCY,Indificrency, Or UNPOtLcncy, 
but deep counſel, that they arc 

D 3 permitted 
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itted to be driven on fo far. 
He that fitteth in the Heavens 
laughs, and he knows their day is 
coming. He can turn this Key 
when he will. 
» 5. His Power as to every ones 
Death cannot be avoided, or with- 
flood. The aft of this Key is de- 
finitive, and ends the bufincfs. No 
man hath power over the Spirit 
to retain the Spirit ; nor hath he 
power in Death, Ectle/. 8.8. *Tis 
in vain toſtruggle,when the Key 
is rurnd; the Power of the Keys, 
where it is ſupremely lodg'd, is 
abſolutcly deciſiic, and their Et- 
fet permanent and irrevo- 
cable. That Soul therefore for 
whoſe Exit the Key is turned, 
muſt chereupon then forthwith 
depart, willing or unwilling,ready 
or unrcady. 
6. Soulsthat go out of this 
World of ours, on the turn of this 
| fey, 
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Key, go not out of being- He that 
hath this Key of Death, hath alfo 
the Key of Hades, a Key and a 
Key. When he uſes the former, to 
ler them out from this, he uſes the 
lacter,to give them their Ir/er into 
the other World,and into the one or 
the other part of it ; into the upper, 
or the lower Hades, as the ſtate of 
their caſe is, and doth require. 

Our buſineſs is not now with 
Pagans, to whom the Oracles of 
God arc unknown: If it were, 
the beſt and wiſeſt of them who 
ſo commonly ſpeak of Souls go- 
ing into Hades, ncycr thought of 
their going no whither; nor therc- 
fore that they were nothing. They 
had reaſons, then, which they 
thought cogent, that induced 
chem, tho' unaſliſted with Divine 
Revelation, to conclude they 
ſurvivd their forſaken bodies. 
And what elſc could any unbrib'd 
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underſtanding conclude, or con- 
ceive ? When we find they have 
powers ao to them, which 
calily appre- 
hend capable of bees attcd,with- 
out help trom the body, than by 
it? We arc ſurc they can form 
t\oughts, purpoſes defires, hopes ; tor 
it 1s mattcrot fact, they do itzand 
coherent choughts, and thoughts 
ariſing from thoughts one, from ar 
nother. Yea & thoughts abſtracted 
from any thing corporcal, the 
notions of right and wrong, of Ver- 
tue and Vice, of moral good, and 
evil. with ſome abanrart - rclolves, 
Thoughts quite above the ſphere 
of matrer, ſo as to form a notion 
of the Mind, it ſelf, of a ſpiritual 
Being, as uncxceptionable. a one 
as we can form ot a body. Yea 
of an Original (clt ſubſiſtent Mind 
and Spirii, the Former and Maker 
of all other. Tis much more 


appre- 
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apprehenſible, ſince we certainly 
know that all chis is done, that it 
1s donc without any help of the 
body, than how ficſh, > blood, 
or boncs, or nerves, or brains, or 
" corporcal th ng. ſhould con- 

tero ſuch Merhods of think- 
'_ or to anv thought ar all, 
And if it can be concerv d that a 
Spirit can aft without dependence 
on a body, what ſhould hinder 
bur we may as well conceive it 
to ſubſiſt and live without ſuch 
dependence? And when we find 
this power of thought belongs to 
ſomewhat in us that /ives, ſince 
the deſerted Carkals thinks not, 
how reaſonable 1s it to ſuppoſe, 
that as the body lives not of it ſelf, 
or life is not eſſential to it, tor lite 
may be retir'd and gone, and it 
remain, as we fee it doth, 
the ſame body (till, that the 
ſoul to which the power of 
thought belongs, Lycs of it ſelf, 
nOT 
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not independently on the firſt cauſe, 
but eſſentially, ſo as to receive 
life, and eſſence together from 
that cauſe, or /ife included in its 
eſſence, ſo as that it ſhall be che 
ſame thing to it to be, and 70 live. 
And hereupon how obvious 15 it 
co apprehend that the Soul is ſuch 
a thing as can live in the Body ; 
which when it doth, the Body 
lives by it, a precarious borrowed 
life; and that can live out of the 
Body, leaving it, when it doth fo, 
to drop and dic. 
+ Theſe Sentiments were fo rea- 
ſonable, as generally ro prevail 
with the more deeply ehunkin 
partof Mankind, Philoſophers ot al 
ſorts (a few excepted, whoſe No- 
tions were manifeſtly tormed by 
vicious inclination) in the Pagan 
World, where was nothing higher 
than Reaſon to govern. But we 
have life and immortality brought 
to 
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to light in the Goſpel, and. arc + Tim.:. 
forewarned by it that theſe will © 
be the mcaſurcs of the final Judg- 
ment, to give eternal life at laſt 
to them who by a patient continu» Rom. +7 
ance in well-doing, ſeek honour, glo- 
ry and immortality. To the reſt, 
indignation, and wrath, &c. bc ».8. 
cauſe there is no reſpeft of om _— 
with God. As ſuppoſing the dif- 
covery of another World, even by 
natural light (much more by the 
addition of ſupernatural) to be fo 
clcar, as that the Rule of the Uni- 
verſal Judgment, cven for all, 1s 
moſt -= oY to be taken 
from hence, and that there is no- 
ching but a reſolution of living 
wickedly, to be oppoſed to it. 

It is alſo no ſlight conſideration 
that a ſuſcepublencſs of Religion 
ſhould among the Creatures that 
dwell on Earth be ſo appropriate, 
and peculiar to Man, and (ſome 
| rarc 
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rare Inſtances excepted ) as far | 
diffuſed, as Humane Nature. So as 
to induce ſome very conſidering 
Men, of the Anticnts, as well as 
Moderns, both Pagans and Chri- + 
ftians, to think Religion the more 
probable ſpecifying Difference of 
Man, than Reaſon. And whence 
ſhould ſo common an impref- 
ſion be, but from a cauſe as com- 
mon? Or how can we avoid to | 
think that this fgnature upon the 
Soul of Man, a capacity of Reli- 

ion ſhould be from the ſame 

ne that formed the ſpirit of Man 
within him, and that a Natural 
Religiouſneſs, and Humane Na- 

ture we (cli, had the ſame Author. 

yo Ja- Burt who ſccs not that Religion as 
ve = ſuch, hath a final reference to a 
corn tuturc ſtate? He was no deſpi- 


foles*. 
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= 6», ſtian ) that politively affirmed, 
_ 6 hope towards God to be eſſential io 
(ag rasrs x Man ; 
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Man; and that they that had it 
not, were not partakers of the Ra- 
tional Nature. 

'Tis ſo much the more a de- 
plorable and monſtrous thing, 
that ſo many, not only againſt 
the light of their own Reaſon, 
but of Divinc Revelation, arc fo 
induſtrious to uwnmen themſclyes. 
And having fo cffectually in a' 
great degree done it really, and in 
praftice, aim to do it in a morc 
compendious way notionally, and 
in principle too. And make uſe 
(or ſhew) of Reaſon to prove them 
ſelves not to be reaſonable Crea- 
tures: or to diveſt themſelves of 
the principal dignity, and diſftin- 
Aion of the Rational Nature. 
And are incomparably herein 
more unmatural than ſuch as we 
commonly count F-/pns upon 
themſelves, who only act againſt 
their own bodily life, but-theſe 

againſt 


(46) 
againſt the much nobler /ife of 
their Soul ; They againſt the lite 
of an individual ; Theſe againit 
their own whole ſpecies, at once. 
And how dcplorablc is their caſe, 
that _ « So to be 
in no poſſibility of being happy /! 
when = their ſo ——— 
a future flate, as to urge them up» 
on doing the moſt notorious vio- 
lence to their own faculties to rid 
themſclves of ut, 1s a very con- 
victive Argument of its reality. 
For their dread (till purſucs, and 
{ticks cloſe rothem. This ſhews 
it lics deep in the nature of things 
which they cannot alccr. The 
terrible Image 1s (till betore their 
Eycs ; and their principal Retuge 
lics only in diycrting, in not at» 
cending to it.” And they can fo 
litclerruſt corhcir own Sophitſtical 
reaſonings againit it, that when 
they have done all they can, chey 
mult 
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muſt owe what they have of caſe 
and quict in their own Minds, 
not ſo much to any ſtrength of 
reaſon they apprehend in their 
own thoughts, as 1n not thinking. A 
bold jeaſt may ſometimes provoke 
others laughter, . when it doth nor 
extinguiſb their own fear. A ſuſpi- 
cion a formido oppoſiri will (till re- 
main, a miſgiving, that they can- 
not nullific the great Hades, pull 
down the ſpacious Fabrick of 
Heaven, or undermine the pro- 
found Abyſs of Hell by a pro- 
fane ſcoff. They will in «time 
diſcern the difference berween 
the cvanid paſſion of a ſudden 
fright, that takes its riſe from 
imagination, and the fixed dread 
which is founded in the Reaſon of 
things. As one may between a 
fright in a dream, and the dread 
of a condemned Criminal, with 
whom, flecping, and waking, the 


real 
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real flate of his caſc is ſtill the 
ſamc. Nor are the things them- 
ſelves, remote, or unconnected, 
God's right to puniſh a reaſonable 
Creature that hath liv'd in con- 
tempt of him, and his own reaſon- 
able apprchenſion hereof, or his 
Conſcience both of the fail and 
deſert» They anfwer as tace to 
face, as the flamp on the Seal, and 
the impreſſion on the Wax. They 
would fain make their Reaſon a 
protection againſt cheir fear, but 
that cannot ſcrvc both ways. The 
Reaſon of the thin: lics againſt 
them alccady, and there cannot 
be an ctcrnal War berween the 
Faculty and the 0bjef. One way 
or othcr the /atter will overs 
power the former, and draw it iny 
ro conſcnt with it felt : Either by 
lecring it (ce there 18 a juſt crue 
cauſc of fcar, or (aſſiſted by Di 
vinc Grace" prevail torche change 
of 
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of the ſinners courſe. Where- 
upon that rroubleſeme fear, and 
its cauſe, will both upon the beſt 
rerms ceaſe together : 'And thar 
what hath been propoſed to con- 
fideration wnder this Head, may 
be the more cftcEtually confider- 
ed, to this bleſlcd purpoſe. I add 
that, 

7. The Di/covery of the Invi{- 
ble World, and the diſpoſal of afs 
fairs there, bave a moſt encourage- 
ing Aſpeft upon this World. For 
both the Diſcovery and the Diſpo- 
fal arc by our Bleſſed Redeemer, 
in whom Mercy and Might arc 
mer in higheſt pertection. How 
fragrant breathings of Grace, 
how glorious a diſplay of Peow- 
er arc there, in what he here ſays, 
Fear not! [| am the furft and the 
laſt ; I am he that liveth and was 
dead, and I am alive for evermore, 
Amen. And ] have the Meys of 
E Hades 
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Hades and of Death. He hathopen- 
ed the Celeſtial Hades to our 
view, that it might be alſo © 
to our ſafe entrance and bli 
inhabitation. He who was Dead, 
. but Liveth and had made hus 
victorious tru nt entrance 
before us, and for us: He who 
had overcome him that had the 
Power of D ath---- Conquer'd the 
Gigantick Monſter at the Gare, 

aind the Keys, and defigned 
GD their deliverance from the 
fear of Death, who were there- 
by Subjeft to Bondage, Heb. 2. 
14, 15. He who hath aboliſbed 
Death, and brought Life and Im 
mortality to light in the Goſpel, 
2 gt 10- Sis he I 
us lift up our Eyes, and bchold 
the Hcavens opencd, and him- 
ſclt ſtanding at the right hand 
of God. The horrid, infernal . 
Hades, he hath diſcoycred too, 


only 
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only that we might fear and ſhun 
it. Bur yet more diſtinctly con- 
ſider, why doth he here repre+ * 
ſent himſelf under this Charac- 
ter, He that liveth and was dead? 
But that he might put us in mind 
of chat moſt convictive Argu- 
ment of his Love, his fubmuteing 
to' Dic for us Greater /ove 
hath no Man ---- And that he 
might at once, put us out of 
doubt concerning his Power, that 
he yer ſurvives, and is ſprung up 
alive our of that Death, victo- 
rious over it: How amiable is 
the repreſentation of ſuch Power 
m conjunction with ſuch Love / 
'The fame perſon having an heart + 
ſo repleniſh't with Love; an hand 
ſo armed with Power , neither 
capable of unkind deſign, or * 
unable to cfte&t the moſt kind. 
Bchold him in chis repreſenratt- 
on! who would not now fall 
E 2 at 
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at his foot and adore! Who 
would heſitate at reſigning to 
him, or be appalled at his difclo- 
furc of this unknown World ! 

Do but conſider him who makes 
the Diſcovery, and who would 
not expect from him the urmoſt 
eftorts of Love and Goodneſs ? 
From him who is the Brightneſs 
of his Fathers Glory, and the ex 
preſs Image of his Perſon! His 
Eſſential Image who is Love ! 
From him who came into this 
wretched World of ours fall of 
Grace and Truth And who could 
not have come but by the induce» 
mcnt of Compaſſion to our , Miſc- 
rics. From him who knows all 
things, and whoſe i ye penetratcs 
into cycry receſs of the vaſt Ha- 
des : All his own Empire, m whom 
are hid all thc ercafurcs of wif- 
dom and knowledge: Put who 
only knows not to decaave ;: Who 
hath 
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hath told us, in his Fathers Houſe 
are many Manſions, and if it were 
not ſo, would have told us that, oh. 
14. 2. From bim into whoſe 
mouth gvile never entred , but 


- into wholc Lips Grace was foured, 


and is poured out by them ; (o that 
the Ear thathath heard him hath 
born him witneſs, and filled with 
wonder thoſe that heard the Graci» 
cious words which came out of his 
Mouth. Who hath told us al 
concerning that unſcen world, 
that inthis our preſcne ſtate it was 
fic for us to know; and enough, 
in ecllicg all.chat will be his fol- 
lowers, that where be is, there he 
will have them be, Joh. 17. 2 4 
And conſider the manifeſt ten- 
dency of the Diſcovery it ſelf. 
What doth it mcan or tend to, 
bur to undeccve miſerable mor- 
tals, whom he bcholds from hus 


high Throne mock'd with ſhadows, 
E ; be- 
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beguiled with moſt deluſive 1m- 
poſtures, and cafily apt to be im- 
poſcd upon? Fooliſh, deceived, 
ſerving divers luſts and pleaſures ; 
feeding upon aſhes, and wearying 
themſelves for very vanity z ſport- 
ing themſelves in the duſt of this 
minute ſpot of Earth ; waſting 
their lee inch of time, wherc- 
in they ſhould prepare for tran- 
flation into the Regions of un- 
ſeen Glory. To theſe he de- 
clares he hath formed a Kingdom 
for all that cover to mend their 
ſtates, and that his Kingdom is 
not of this World; that tor fucl1 
as will be of this Kingdom, he 
will provide bertcr, . having other 
Worlds, the many Heavens as 
bove all which he 1s aſcended, 
at his diſpoſe, Epheſ. 4. 10. But 
they mult ſeck this Kingdom and 
the Rightcouſnefs of it in the firſt 
plare; and dclilt trom their care 


about 
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about other thi He Coun- 
ſcls and Warns not to lay 
upthcir Treaſure on Earth--- but 


in Hcaven, and co [cttheir hearts 
be there with their treaſure. And 
what can withſtand hi power 
who having been dead /iveth vice 
torious over him that had the 
power of Death ; and is alive 
for evermore poſlcit of an Etcrnal 
ſtare of Lafc. 

And have we not reaſon to ex- 
pet the moſt equal and moſt be- 
nign diſpoſal of things in that un- 
ſeen World : When he alſo declares 
I have the Keys, Rightfſul Autho- 
rity, as well as Mighty Power, 
to rewardand puniſh ? None bur 
who have a very ill mind can fear 
from him an ill management. Hc 
firſt became capable of dying, 
and then yielded himſelf to die, 
that he might obtain theſe Keys 
for gracious purpoſes. He had 

E 4 them 
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them before to execute juſt ven- 
geance, as hc was originally in 
the jorm of God, and without 
robbery equal with God ; an cqual 
ſharer 1n ſuſtaining che wrong 
that had been done by Apoltare 
Rebels, and an <cqual ſharer in 
the right of vindicating it. 

Buc that he might have theſe 
fieys to open the Heavenly Hades 
co reduc'd Apoſtates, to Penitent 
* Believing, Self-devoring Sinners, 
for this 1t was ncceflary., he 
ould put oz: Man, be found here 
in faſhion a a Man, takc on him 
the form of a Servant, become obe- 
dient to Death ( cven that fer- 
vile puniſhment} the Death of the 
Cro's, Phil. 2. 7,8. For this he is 
highly cxalccd into this Power, that 
every Knee might bow to him, «-+- 
in hope of Saving Mercy, ver. 9, 
10. comparcd with, 1ſa 45. 22, 
23. Hec had the /{eys without this, 
| > 
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of the $ upernal Ha ſes to ſbut out 
all offenders, and of the infernal 
to ſhut them up for cycr. But 
that he might have them ro ab- 
ſolve repenting belicvcrs, and ad- 
mit them into Heaven, and only 
to ſbut up in Hell implacable E- 
nemies. For this he muſt Dic, 
and Jive again. He was to be 
flain and hanged on a Tree, that 
he might be a Prince and a Savi- 
our to give Repentance and Remiſt- 
on of Sin, A&t. 5. 30, 31. That 
to this intent he nught be Lord of 
the Dead and the Living, he mult 
both Die and Riſe, and Live ſo 
as to Die no more, Rom. 14- 9. 

Theſe Keys tor this purpoſe, he 
was only tohave upon theſe terms. 
He had a right to puniſh as an of- 
fended Go# , but to Pardon and 
Save, asa Mediating Sin expiat- 
ing God. Man 


_ Bur 
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But as he was to dothe part.of 


a Mediator,he muſt act mar. == 
tween the diſagreeing _ He 
was to dcal imparrnally on both 
ſides. Torender backentire tothe 
injur'd Rulcr of the World his vio- 
laced Rights, and to obtainfor us 
his forfexcd favour, as entire. And 
undertook therefore when as a Sa- 
crifice he was to be ſlain, to re- 
deem us to God by his Blood, Rey. 
5. 9. To give him back his re- 
volted Creature , Holy, Pure, 
Subje&t and Serviceable, as by 
his mcthods,he ſhall be at laſt; and 
procare for him Pardon, Accep- 
tance and Eccrnal Blcſledneſs. 
When therefore he was to do 
for us the part of a Redeemer, 
he was to Redeem us from the 
Carſe of the Law, not- from the 
Command of it ; to ſave us from 
, the Wrath of God, not from his 


" Covernment. Had it been other- 
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wiſe, ſo firm and indifloluble is 
the connection between our Duty 
and o+- F-licity, that the Sove- 
reign Rulcr had been eternally in» 
jured, and We not advantaged. 
Were we to have been ſet tree 
from the preceptive obligation 
of God's Holy Law, than moſt 
of all from that moſt fundamen- 
tal precept, . Thou ſhalt Love the 
Lord thy God with all thine Heart, 
Soul, Might and Mind. Had 
this been Redemption? Which 
ſuppoſes only what is Evil and 
Hurtful, as that we arc to be 
Redeemed from. This were a 
Strange ſort of Sclt-repugnant 
Redemption, not from Sin end 
Miſery, but from our Duty and 
Felicity. This were fo to be Re- 
deemed as to be flilt Loft, and 
every way loſt, both to God, and 
to our ſclves tor ever. Redeem- 
& from loving God! What a 

mon” 
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monſtrous Thought! Redeemed 
from what is the great Attive 
and* Fruitive Principle. The 
ſource of Obedience and Bleſed:- 
neſs, The EFrcrnal Spring, even 
in the Heavenly Stare, of Adora- 
tion and Fruition, This had 
been to Icgitimate everlaſting 
Enmity and Rebelhon againſt rhe 
Bleſſed God, and to Redeem us 
into an eternal Hell ot horrour 
and miſcry 70 our ſelves! Thus 
had beento cutoff from the Su- 
pream Ruler of the World for 
evcr; ſo conſiderable a | imb of 
his moſt rightful Dominion, and 
to Icave us as miſerable, as cver- 
laſting ſeparation from the foun- 
tain of life and bleſledneſs could 
n:ake us. 

When therctore our Lord Jc- 
ſus Chriſt was ro Redeem usfrom 
the Curſe of the Law, it was that 
mc Promiſed Syirit night be gi- 

ven 
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ven to us, Gal. 3. 13, 14. who 
ſhould write the Law in our 
Hearts, Jer. 31. 33- Ezek. 36. 
27. Fulfil the Righteouſneſs of it 
in us, by cauſing us to walk after 
his dictates, according to that 
Law, regencrating us, begetting 
us aftcr Gods Image, and mak- 
ing us partakers of a Godlike na- 
ture: So we throuth the Law be- 
cme Dead to the malediction and 
curſe of it, that we may Live to 
God more devotcd Lives than e- 
ver, Gal. 2. 19+ Thus is Gods 
loſt creature given back to him 
with the greateſt advantage allo 
to it ſelf. 

With this deſign it is apparent 
our Lord Redeemed us, and by 
his Redemption acquired theſe 
Keys. Nor are we to doubt, but 
in the uſe of them, he will dif- 
penſe cxactly accordiag to this 
juſt and merciful dclign» And 

| what 
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what a perverſc diſtorted Mind 
is that, which can ſo much as 
with it ſhould be otherwiſe ? wiz. 
That he ſhould ſave us to the E- 
ternal wrong of him _that made 
us, and fo as that we ſhould be 
nothing the better, 7. e. that he 
ſhould ſave us without ſaving 
us ? 
. And hath thus no pleaſant com- 
tortable aſpe&t upon a loſt 
World ? that he who hath theſe 
Keys, will uſe them for ſuch pur- 
poſcs, z. e- to admit to cternal 
bliſs, and ſave ta the uttermoſt all 
that will come to God by him not 
willing to ke cverlaſtingly alienat- 
cd from the life of God becauſe he 
ever lives to make interceſſion, Or 
totranſact and ncgonate for them, 
(as that word 11gmfics) and that 
in a rightful way. and evcn by 
the power of theſe [ſeys! 


Ko 8. That 
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'$. That there muſt be ſome im- 
portant Reaſon why the other World 
is t0 us unſeen, and /o truly bears + 
the Name of Hades. This expreſſes 
the ſtare of the caſe as in fa it is, 
tha itis a World lying out of 
our ſight, and into. which our 
dim and weak Eyc cannot pene- 
trate : That other ſtate of things 
1s ſpoken of therefore as hidden 
from us by a wail. When our 
Lord Jeſus is ſaid to have paſſed 
into the Heavens, Heb. 4. 14. he 
is alſo ſaid to have entered into 
that within the vail, Heb. 16. 19, 
20. alluding to that in the Tem 
ple of Solomon, and before that, 
in Moſes's Tabernacle ; but ex- 
preſly ſignifying that the Holy 
places into which Chrifi entred, 
not thoſe made with hands, which 
were the Figure of the true, but 
Heaven it ſelf, filled with the glo- 
rious preſence of God, where he ap- 

pears 
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pears for us, Hcb. 9. 24. 18 alfo 
vailed from us. As alſo theG/ory 
of the other State is ſaid to be a 
Glory as yct to be revealed, Rom. 
$. 18. And we arc told, Job 26. 
9. The great God. holdeth back the 
face of his Throne, and above, 
wer. 6. "tis repreſented as a Di- 
vine Prerogative, that Sheot which 
is there groundleſly rendred 
Hell) the valt Hades, is only 
naked before him, ics cnurcly 
open to his view, and therein 
the dark and horrid part of it 
Deſtruftion *(by which peculiarly 
muſt be meant Hell) 1s ro him 
without a covering, not more hide * 
den from his Eve. 

Which ſhews this to be the Di- | 
vine pleaſurc ; ſo God will have | 
it be, who could have expos'd | 
all ro common vicw, it he had 
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But becauſe he orders all 
things according to the Counſel 
his will, Epheſ 1.11. wem 
concave ſome weighty reaſon did 
induce hereto, that whatſocver 
lics beyond this preſent ſtate of 
things ſhould be concealed from 
our immediate view, and ſocome 
no nomine, to be all called Hades. 
And if the reaſon of Gods con- 
duct, and the courſe of his dif- 
penſation herein had been <qual- 
ly hidden, as that Stare it ſelf is, 
it had becn a bold preſumption 
co enquire and prie into 1t; mo- 
deſty and reverence ſhould have 
reſtrained us. But when we find 
it holds a manifeſt agreement 
with other parts of his Counſel, 
that are ſufficiently reycalcd ; 
and that the excellency of the 
Divine Wiſdom 1s moſt confpi- 
cuous and principally to be 6 
hcld and admired, in 4 - 

F l 


( 66) 
the apt congruitics and corre- 
(pondencics of things with cach 
other, and eſpecially of the 
ends he propoſes to himſelf, 
with the Methods and Ways he 
takes to cet chem ; 'rwere very 
great ofcitancy, and an undu- 
titul negligence not to obſerve 
them, when they ſtand in view, 
that we may render him his duc 
acknowledgments, and honour 
thereupon. 

"Tis manifeſt that as God did 
not create Man, at firft, in that 
which he deſigned to be his final 
State, but as @ Probationer, ina 
State of Trial, inorder to a fur- 
ther State : So when he Apoſta- 
rized and fell from God , | he 
was graciouſly pleaſed to order 
tor him a New Trial, and put 
him into the hands of his merci- 
ful Redeemer, who 1s intruſted 
withwheſe Keys, and with che 
Power 
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Power of Life and Death over 
him, to be managed and excr- 
ciſed according to the terms 
_ fet down and declared in 
is Goſpel. Wherefocver he is 
with ſufficient evidence revealed 
and made known, Men wme- 
diately come under obligation to 
believe in him, to intruſt and 
commit themſelves into the ſame 
hands; to rely upon the truth 
of his Word, in every thing he 
reveals, as the ground of their 
ſubmitting to his Authority in 
every thing he requires. What 
concerns their preſent praftice, he 
hath plainly fhewn chem, fo much 
as it was requifite they ſhould 
preapprehend of future Retribu- 
tions, Rewards and Puniſhments 
he hath reycaled alfo; not that 
they ſhould have the knowledge 
hereof by immediate inſpection, 
but by taking his pord. That as 
F 2 their 
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their firſt Tranſgreſhon was 
founded in Infidelity ; that they 
did not believe God, but a lying 
Spurit againſt him ; their firſt ftep 
in their Recovery, and rcturn to 
God, ſhould be to bclicye him, 
and take his word about things 
thcy have chemſclves no immedi- 
ate {ight or knowledge of. This 
point was by no. means to' be 
quitred to the firſt Apoflatess As 
it Gods ſaying to them, if you 
Tranſgreſs, you ſhall Die, or go 
into Hades, was no ſufficient 
inforcement of the Precepr, un- 
leſs he had given them a diſtin&t 
view of the States of felicity, 
or miſery, which their Obedi- 
encc, or Diſobedience would lead 
them into. This had been to 
give away the whole cauſe to the | 
rcyoleced Rebels. and rather to 
contcſs crrour and overſight in | 
the Divine Government, than im- 
; pute 
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pute fault to the impugners of 
it ! 

This being the State of the 
Caſe, How ſuitable had it been 
to the delign of this Second Trial 
to be made with Men, to wirth- 
draw the vail, and let every ones 
own Eyes be their informers of 
all the Glorics of the Heavenly 
Scate! and hereupon proclaim 
and preach the Goſpel to them, 
that they ſhould all partake here- 
in,that would cntircly deny them- 
ſelves, come off from their own 
bottom, give themſclves up abs» 
ſolutely ro the Intereſt, Love, 
Service and Communion of their 
Redeemer, and of God in him ? 
To fortific them againſt the af- 
faulcs and dangers of their Earth- 
ly Pilgrimage by reverſing that 
Rule, The Juſt ſhall live by Faith; 


eventhat Faith which is the Sub- #1948 
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flance of the things hoped for, and 
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the Evidence of things not ſeen z 
or by inverting the mcthod, that 
a reference to ſuch things, We 
» Cor. 5.7.78 #9 walk, by Faith, not by Sight, 
and letting it be, We ore to walk, 
by Sight, not by Faith ! And that 
leſt any ſhould refuſe ſuch Com- 
pliance with their Great Lord, 
Whole Hades, ſhould be no longs» 
er (o, but made naked before them, 
and the covering of Hell and De- | 
fiuijon be taken off, and their | 
own Eycs bchold the infernal hor= 
rors, & their own Ears hear the 
ſhricks and howlings of accurſcd 
Creatures, that having rejctcd 
their Redeemer, arc rejected by 
him. We are not here to con- 
ſider, what courſe would moſt 
certainly cffe&t their Salvation, | 
but what moſt became the Wiſe | 
Holy Godo preſerve the Dignity | 
of his own Government, and 
ſayc them too, other wiſe Alnaughs- 
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ty Power could fave all ar once: 
As therefore we have cauſc eo 
acknowledge the kindneſs and 
compaſſion of our Bleſſed Lord, 
who hath theſe Keys, in giving us 
for the kind, ſuch notices as he 
hath, of the ſtate of the things 
in Hades. So we have cqual 
cauſe roadmire his Wiſdom,'that 
he gi:cs us not thoſe of another 
kind, that ſhould more power- 
fully ſtrike ſenſe and amaze us 
more, but inftraft us leſs That 
continues it to be Hades till, a 
ſtace of things to us unſcen as 
yet. As the caſe would have 
been on the other ſuppoſition,che 
moſt generous noble part of our 
Religion had been ſullicd or loſt;6&e 
the Tryal of our Faith --- which is to 
be found unto Praiſe, Honour and 
Glory at the appearin: of Jeſus 
Chrift, even upon this account, 
that they who had not ſeen him in 

F 4 tus 
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his mean circumſtances on Earth, | 
nor did now ſeehim, amidk | 
all che Glorics of his exalred State, 
yet believing, /o/d him, and re- 
joyced in him with joy unſpeakable, } 
and tall of Glory, x Pet. 1. 7, 8. 
This Faith, and all the glott- 
ous tryals of it, with its admira- 
ble atchievements, and perfor- 
mances, whereby the Elders here- 

Heb. 1. 2, COFOre obtained ſo good a Report. 
and high renown on Earth, and 
which filled the World with 
wonder, had all vaniſhed into 
obſcurity and Darkneſs, 7#. e. If 

they had believed no morc, or 
no greater things, than every 

Man bclides, had the unmediate 

"a vicw of by his own Eyc-ſight. 

>, And yet the trial had been 
greater, on another Account, than 

the Divine Wiſdom in conjunction 
with Goodneſs, and Compeſſion, 
thought fit ordinarily to pur [ſin- 

| Ccre 
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cere Chriſtians upon. For who 
could with any tolcrable patience 
have endured longer abode on 
Earth, afrer they ſhould once 
have had the glory of the Hear 
venly ſtate immediately ſet in view 
before their Eyes ! eſpecially con- 
ſidering, not ſo much the Safer 
ings, as the impurities of their 
preſent State! What for great 
reaſon was a ſpecial vouchſate- 
ment to one Apoſtle was for as 
great to be common to all 
Chriſtians. How great 1s the 
Wiſdom and Mercy of our Blef- 
ſed Lord inthis partial conceal- 
ment of our future State, and 
that while ſo much as 1s ſufficient 
s revealed, there 1s yet an Hades 
upon it, and it may ſtill be faid, 
it doth not yet appear what we 

Jhall be, 1 Joh. 2. 2. 
But as theſe Majeſtick Life- 
breathing. words of our Gredt 
| Lord, 
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Lord, do plainly offer the things 
that Sa wo mentioned (and | 
many more ſuch chat might occur) | 
to our ſhoughts and Meditation j | 
ſo will they be thought on in vain, 
if they be not tollowed and an- 
ſwered by ſuitable Diſpoſutions, 
and Afions of Hcart and Life; 
Thercfore the further uſe we are | 
to make of this great SubjeA will 
be to lay down 

2. Divers correſpondent things 
to be prafliſed and done, whic 
mult alſo ſuppoſe diſpoſitions and 
frames of Heart and Spirit a- 
greeablc thereto. 

1. Let us Live expelling a pe- 
riod to be ere long put to our Life on 
Farth For remcmber, 
are Keys put into a great hand tor 
this very purpoſe, that holds 
them not in vain» His Power is 
of equal extent with the Law he | 
5 to proceed by. And by that | 

It 
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it 4 inted for all once to Die. «... . 
— alle apa is ole Sena, by. 


cannot exceed, fo he will not come 

ſhort of this appointment : When 

that once (hall be, it belongs to 

him to determine. And from 

the courſe we may obſcrve him to 

hold, as it is wncertein to all, it 
| can be very remote tO none. 
' How ſhort 15 the meaſure of a 
Span! *Tis an abſurd vanity is 
promiſe our ſelves that which: is 
m the power of azother. How 
Wiſc and Prudent a thing to ac- 
commodate our fclyes compo- 
ſcdly to his pleaſure, in whoſe 
power we arc! And ro live as Mcn 
continually cxpefting to die! 
1 There are bands of Death out of 
which, when they once rake hold, 
we cannot free our ſelves. But 
there are alſo bands of Life, not 
{ ltefs troubleſome or ——_ 
| 'T 
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'Tis our great concern to be dai- 
ly by degrees, looſcaing and dif- 
entangling our ſclves from rhe/e 
bands ; and for preventing the 
neceſſity of a violent Rupture, 
To be daily diſingaging our 
Hearts from an enſnaring 
World, and the too cloſe em- 
braces of an over indulged Bo- 
dy. Tellthem reſoluecly, I muſt 
leave them, whenſocver my great 
Lord turns the Key tor me, and 
I know not how ſoon that may 
be. Ir is cqually anhappy and 
fooliſh to be ingaged in the pur- 
ſuit of an impoſlibilicy ;z or 1n a 
War with neceſſiry, the former 
whereof cannot be obraincd, the 
latter cannot but overcome. We 
owe ſo much to our ſclves, and 
co the caſe and quiet of our own 
Minds, to be reconciled, at all 
times, to that which may bctal 
us at anytime. Pow confounding 
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a thing is ſurprizal by that which 
our ſelves regret and dread ! 
How unaccountable and igno- 
minious muſt it be to prerend to 
be ſurprizcd with what we have 
ſo great reaſon always to expect! 
And whereof we arc fo oft fore- 
warncd! Is itno part of Chriſtiag 
watchfulnefs to wait for ſuch an 
hour ? Tho' that waiting all the 
days of our appointed time, menti- 
oned Zohn 14. 14. refers to ano- 
ther change than that of Death, viz. 
(as the toregoing and following 
yverſcs ſhew) 7 hat of the Reſwrec- 
tion, yet it cannot bue becqually 
requiſite, upon a no lefs impor- 
rant reaſon. And the requeſts, 
that the Lord would make us know 
our end, and the meaſure of our 
Days that we may know bow frail 
we are, Plal. 35. 4 And that he 
would teach ws ſo to number our 
Days that we may apply our bearts 

Jo 
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to wiſdom, Pal go. 12. arc equal- 
ly monitory to the ſame purpoſe, 

as the moſt expreſs Precepes : 
As alſo the many Directions 

= have to watch and wait for 

our Lord's appearance and coming 
are as applicable ro rhis cnn. 
For whenſoever his Key opensour 
paſſage out of this World, and 
Theſe Bodies, Hades opens too, 
and he particularly appears to us, 
in as decifive a judgment of our 
Caſe, as his aniverſal appearance 
and judgment will at laſt give 
for all. The placid agreement of 
our Minds ne. Spirns with Di- 
vine determination, both as to 

the thing, and time, of our d 

ture hence, wilt prevenc the 
rrouble and ungratefulncſs of be- 
ing ſurpriz'd ; and our continual 
expefation of it, will prevent any 
feerprizal at all Let this then 
be an agreed reſolution with us, 
1 0 
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to endeavour being in ſuch a 
poſture, as that we may be ca 
able of ſaying, © Lord w 
* ever thou ſhale move thy Key, 
* and ecll mc this night, or this 
* hour, Il require thy Soul, thou 
* ſbalenor, O Lord, prevent mine 
** expectation, or ever find me 
* counting upon many years injoy- 
* mcnt of any thing this w 

* can entertain me with. 


In further purſuance hereof, 

2. Be not over-intent on deſigns 
for Sr preſent World ; which 
W uppoſe you to count 
long x 4X init. Leer hands 
always laid with a ſuppoſition, 
you may this way, even, by one 
rrnot this Key, be prevented of 
bringing them about ; and lee 


them be purſued with indiffe- 
rency, fo as that diſappointmene 
even this way, may not be a gric- 
. VANCE» 


( 8 ) 
vance- A thing madc up of 
thought and dclign, ,as our 
Mind and Spirit naturally 1s, 
will be deligming one way or 0- 
ther ; nor ought we to attempt 
that violence upon our own Na- 
tures, as to endeavour the ſtupi- 
fying of the ineclligent, defign- 
ing Mind, which the Author of 
Nature hath put ;2yo us. Only 
Ictus fo lay our dcligns, as that 
how many ſocver we form, that 
may be liable to this ſort of 
diſappointment ; we may till 
have one greater and morce.im- 

rtant, ſo regularly and ſurely 
ſaid, that no turn of this Key (ball 
be in any poſſibility to fruſtrace, 
bur promote it rather- The de- 
ſign tor the Kingdom of God to be 
ft ſought, with his Righteouſneſs, 
Mat. 6. 33. or Which is purſucd | 
by ſeeking Glory, Honour. and Im- | 
mortality, to the atlual attainment 


of 
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* of Eternal Life, Rom. 2. 9. may, 
T per ul 


methods be 
ed, have this felicity al- 
ways attending 1t,to be jxceſs/ul- 
ly purſued, while we live, and 
effefed when we Die, 

Bur this is an unaccountable 
vanity under the Sun, that Men 
too generally form ſuch, projects 
that they are diſappointed both 
when they do not compaſs them, 
and when they do. It they do not, 
they have loſt their labour, if 
they do they are not worth it. They 
dream they are Eating, and injoy- 
ing the fruit of their labour, bur 
they awake,and their Soul is empty. 
And it at length they think of 
laying wiſcr and more valuable 
deligns, the Key turns, and not 
having fixed their reſolution, and 
begun arighe, they and al/ their 
thoughts (tooliſh or more wiſe) pe- 
riſb together. Becauſe there is a fir 

© ſeaſon 
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ſeaſon tor every fit undertaking, a 
time, and judgment for ever y pur- 
poſe, or a critical time, ſuch as 1s 
by Judgment aftixt to every ſuch 
purpoſe, Eecleſ. 8. 6. and be- 
cauſcalſoMecn &now not their time, 
C. 9. 12- therefore their Miſery is 
great upon the Farth, and as Birds 
caught in a ſnare, they are ſnared 
in an evil time that falleth ſaddenly 
upon them. O nuſcrablc, miſcrable 
Mortals! Soarc your immortal 
Spirits miſimploycd and loſt ! 

T hcir moſt valuable deſign for 
another World is ſeldom thought 
on in ſcaſon, their little deligns 
tor this World:they contrive and 
proſecute with that confidence, as 
if they thoughtthe World to be 
theirs, and themſclves their own, 
and they had no Lord over them. 
This rude infolence that holy A- 

{tle anumadvertsupon, of ſuch 
as fay, To Day or ro Morrow — 

wi 
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will goe t0 ſuch a City, and conti- Jai 4131 
nue there a \ear, and Buy and Sell, © 
and pet Gain, whereas they know 
not what ſbal be on the morrow. 
And What is their Life * aV apour, 
&c. So much of Dury. and be- 
coming Bchaviour is in the mean 
time forgotten, as to ſay, If the 
Lord will we ſhall live, &c. This 
1s to bear themſelves as abſolute 
Maſters of their own Lives. 
How bold an affront co their So- 
vcraign Lord? They feel them- 
ſclves well in Health, Strength, 
and Vigour, and ſeem reſolved 
it ſhall be a Trial of Skill who 
hath the Power, or to whom the 
Keys belong, till it come to the 
laſt irrefragable demonſtration; 
that hc changes their Countenance 
and ſend's them away, Joh. 14.20: 
and then they go driven, plurkr, 
and torn away from their dwelling- 
G 2 place 
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place rooted out of the Land of the 
Giving, Pal. 2. 55. | 

" Bur if any premonitory de- 
cays make them doubt the per- 
ag of their own abode here, 
they ſome what caſc cheir minds 
by che pleaſure they take in think- 
ing, When they - have filled 
their own Bellies, Plal. 17. 14 
What they ſhall leave of their ſub- 
flance to their Babes, and to them 
that ſhall come after. And their in- 
ward thought is, that their Houſes 
ſhall continue for ever, and” their 
Dwelling places to all Generations ; 
end they tall their Land after their 
own Names, and their Pofterity ap- 
prove their ſayings, think and a& 
as wiſcly as they, Pſal 49.11, 12. 
--- Thus they take upon them, 
and reckon they for their time, 
and theirs after them ſhall ſtill 


dpell in their own A wile thought! -* 


They 
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They are the Owners when axe” 
ther keeps the Keys. 


_—_ _ ings of like im- 
I ſhall more lightly touch,that 
gs be collected nn what hach 
been alrcady more largely faid, 
and leave to be further enlarged 
upon, in your own thoughes,and 
ſhall dilate moreupon ſome other, 
as they are cher more material, 
or leſs thought on by the moſt. 

3- Be not prodigal of your time 


* on Earth, which is ſo little in your 


Power. Becauſe you arc not to 
expect much, make the beſt uſe 
you can of your /ittle. "Tisfo 
precious aching that it 1s to be 
redeemed, 'tis therefore too 
precious to be embezelled and 
crifled away. The connexr * 
onof thoſe two precepts, Epheſ. 


ly not as Fools, but as Wiſe, and 
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that of Redeeming the time more 
than intimates, Tar to ſquander 
time 1s a fooliſh thing. Of the 
ſeycral ſorts of things that we 
make our ſelves, thcir ſhape and 
frame, ſhews their uſe and end. 
Arc we to make a leſs judicious | 
eſtimarc of the Works of God ? 
It we therctorc contemplate our 
ſelycs, and conſider what a fort 
of Production Man is, Can we 
allow our ſclves to think God * 
made him a reaſonable Creature 
on purpoſe to play the Fool ? Or » 
can we livc as if we, thought fo, 
without reproaching - our Maker ? 
But whercas he who hath becnthe 
Author to us of ſuch a Nature, cap- 
able of improving a lifes time in 
chis World unto moſt yaluablc 
purpoſes, hath alſo been the Au- 
thor of ſuch a Law, requiring us / 
to red. em time. The reproach © 
will be wholly turncd off ow 
im 
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him upon our ſelvcs, ind our 
conſequent ruine be upon. our 
own guilty Heads. And he will 
| among our ſelves, who 
by the advantage only of the. 
reaſonable Nature, common. to 
and them; that are inſtruct 
us, not to waſte our days 1n ya- .; 
nity, and will be witneſſes againſt * 
us if we fo fooliſhly conſume, 
what we cannot command. : 
Some ſuch have: unanſwerably 
reprchended the common folly 
of thoſe that dread the houghe 
of throwing away their whole Life 
at once, that yet have no regret at 
throwing it all away by parcels and 
piece-meal. And have gold us 
a wiſe Man can find nothing of 
that value, for which to barter away + xe, ,... 
bis time *. qn—_ 
And we are to conſider, that 23550 conjure 
we are reaſonable Creatures we me: 
are «countable. That we arc*” 
G 4 _ ſhut 


(88 ) 

ſbut up 1in- theſe Bodies, as in 
Work:bouſes. That when he-that 
keeps the Keys lets us out, we are 
to receive the things done in the 
Body, according to what we _ 
done, whether good or evil, 

2 Cor. 5. 10. That it belongs 6 tO 
him that meaſures our: time to 
Cenſure 1t too, and the uſe we 
have made of it. 

4. Let him be at once both 
great and amiable in our Eyes, 
who hath ſo abſolute power Over us, 
and ſo gracious propenſions towards 
ws, i. &. Who hath theſe Keys; 
and who acquired them with fo 
merciful intentions, even 
ſach terms as could not but fig» 
nific the greateſt compaſſion and 
good will towards fuch as we. 

Reconſider, what hath been 
offered as matter of Mediation, 
to both theſe purpoſes. And 
now, hcereupon, Jet -us endea= 

your 
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your to have a correſſondent ſenſe, 
irwrought into our Hearts, and to 
bear our ſelves towards him ac- 
cordingly. The power and effica- 
ey of whole Chriſtianity depend's up- 
on this, and doth very principal- 
ly conſiſt init. What a faint, 
impotent , languſhing thing 1s 
our Religion, how doth it dwin- 
dle into ſpritlefs, dead form with» 
our it ? Firher the form of know- 
ledge is nothing clſe but infipid 
dead notion; and our forms 
Worſhip, only fraitleſs unpleaſant 
formality, if we have nor a vivid 
ſenſe in our Hearrs both of his 
glorious greatneſs, and of his ex- 
cellent loving kindneſs. As much 
as words can ſigmfic towards the 
impreſſing ſuch a ſenſe into our 
Hearts, we have 1n theſe words, 
uttered from his own Mouth, fo 
that he may fay as that memora- 
ble eype of hin once did, you 
may 
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may plainly perceive, it is my 
Mouth that ſpeaketh to you. I am 
the firſt and the laſt. I am he 
that liveth and was dead, and be- 
hold I amalive for evermore. And 
hereto he now ſets his ſolemn ra- 
tifying Scal, Amen. Wherewich 
he leaycsusto pauſe, and collect, 
that thus it was brought abour, 
that he could add, and [ hav? 
the Neys of the valt Hades, the 
whole unſeen World, and of Death. 
And God forbid that, now, 
theſe words ſhould be with usan 
empty ſound, or a dead Letter | 
Let us caſt in our minds what man- 
ner of Salutation this ſhould be 
Doth the So:1 of God thus vouch- 
fake to beſpcak muſcrable ab- 
jects, periſhing, Joſt wrerches ! 
How can we hercupon but bow 
our Heads and Worſhip ! Whar 
agitations of aftc&tion ſhould we 
{zz} within! How ſhould all our 
nEcr 
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internal Powers be moved 1 and 
our whole Souls made as the Cha- 
riots of Amminadib. What can 
we now bc anwiling of, that he 
would have us be, or do? And 
as that, whereof we may be afſur- 
cd, Ha is moſt willing. 

. Let us entirely receive him, 
5 abſolutely reſign our ſelves to 
him, as our Prince and Saviour. 
Who would not covet to be in 
ſpecial Relation to ſo mighty, and 
ſo kind a Lord! And can you 
think to be related to him, upon 
other terms? And do you not 
know that upon theſe, you may ? 
when in his Goſpel. hc offers him- 
ſelf, and / voy you. Whatcan 
that mean bur that you arc to 
receive him, and reſign your ſelves ? 
The caſe is now brought to this 

ſtare, that you muſt exther com- 
ply, or rebel. And what? Rebcl 
againſt him who hath theſe Keys, 
who 
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who i in ſohigh Authority over 
the whole unſeen World ! Who 
is the hcad of all Principality and 
Power, who is gone intothe Hea- 
vens, the glorious wpper Hades, 
and js at the right hand of God, An- 
gels, Authorities, Powers being 
made SubjeF to him, 1 Pct. 3.21. 
We little know or can conceive 
as yet, the ſeycral orders and d{- 
flinftions of the Celeſtial Inhabi- 
tants, and their great andilluſtri- 
ous Princes and Potentates, 
Thrones, Dominions, &c. that all 
pay him a dutiful and a joyful 
ſubjection and obedience. Bur 
do we not know God hath given 
him a Name above every Name? 
and that in his Name ( or at it, 
as it may be read, | 7, e. in ac- 
knowledgment of his Sovercign 
Power, every knee muſt bow, of 
things in Heaven, on Earth and 
under Earth, and all confeſs that 

be 


( 93) 

he is Lord to the Praiſe and Glory 

God the Father ? And who arc 

, periſhing wretch ! char 

dar'ſt diſpute his Title ? or that 

when all the Creation muſt be 

ſubjc& to him, wile excepe thy 
ſclt ? 

And when it coſt him fo dear, 
that his vaſt power might be ſub- 
ſervient to a defign of race, and 
thou muſt at laſt be ſaved by him, 
or loſt for ever. What can temper 
thee to ſtand out againſt ſuch 
Power,and ſuch Grace ? 

If thou wert to gratifie thy 
ambicion, how glorious a thing is 
it to be a Chriſtian! a Subject, a 
Devoted Homager to ſo mighty 
@ Prince | It to provide againſt 
thy neceſſity, diſtreſs, what 
courſe can be fo ſurc and ſuc- 
ceſsful, as to fly for refuge to ſo 
C — > a Saviour! And 
doſt thou not know there mn 
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be to this purpoſe , an expreſs 
tranſaftion between him and thee? 
Wonder he will condeſcepd to it! 
To capitulate with Duſt and 
Aſhes! To Arncle with his own 
Creature, with whom he may 
do what he will ! But his merciful 
condeſccnſion” herein 1s declared 
and known. If there ſhall be a 
ſpecial Relation ſettled berwen 
him and thee, he hath- told thee 
in what way it mult be, z. e. by 
way of Covenant-tranſaftion, and 
agreement, as he puts his People 
of old in mind, his way was 
with them ; I entred into Cover 
nant with thee, and thou becameſl 
mine, Fuck. 16. 8. This Tinſiſt 
upon and preſs, as a thing of the 
greateſt importance imaginable, 
and the lcait thought of : Nor 
the ſtrange incongruity animad- 
verted on, viz. That we have 
the ſcals of ſuch a Covenant a- 
mong 
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mong us,but the Covenant it ſelf 
{lips through our hands. Our 
Baptiſm ſoon after we were born, 
with ſome farderal words then, 
is thought cnough, as if we were 
2 Nation of always Minors, 
Who ever therefore thou arr, 
that hcarcit theſe words, orread- 
eſt theſe Lines ; know that the 
Great Lord is expreſs towards 
thee in his Goſpel propoſal. Wilt 
thou accept me for thine, and reſign 
thy ſelf as mine « He now expects 
and requires thy expreſs Anſwer. 
Take his Goſpel as trom the Croſs, 
or take it as from the Throne, or 
as from both, *tis the ſame Go- 
ſpel interwoven of Grace and Aus 
thority, the richeſt Grace, and the 
higheſt Authoruy at once invitin 
and requiring thee to commit a 
Jubmit thy ſelf unto him. Take 
heed leſt his Key turn before thou 
have given thy complyinganſwer 
/ nimn- 
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ing at once both thy Traft 

—_ Subjedion. 

Give not over pleading with 
thy ſelf, with thy wayward ftu- 
pid heart, till it can ſay ro him, 
«* Lord, I yield, thou haft overcome. 
Till wich tender rclentings thou ; 
haſt thrown thy ſclf at his feet,& | 
told him, © Lord, I am aſhamed, 
« ] am confounded within my 
Þ * (elf, that thou ſhould(t Dic upon 

* a Crols to obtain thy high Power, ' 
« he that thou art now ready to 
© uſe it for the ſaving ſo vilca 
* naiſcreant as I! That whan 
* thou haſt ſo vaſt an unknown 
* World, fo numberic(s myri- 
* ads of excellent Creatures in 

* thy obedience, thou ſhouldſt 
« yer think it worth thy while to 

© look after me ! and that I ſhould 
* ſo long have withſtood thy 
* kind and gracious overtures and 

* intendments! O forgive my 
* WIC 
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"« wicked averſion! I now accept 


< and reſign. 

And now this being ſincerely 
done, with fulneſs of conſcnr, 
with deep humility, with ycarn- 
ing bowels, with unfeigned thank- 
fulneſs, and an inward compla- 
cency, and gladneſs of Heart. 

6. Let your following. courſe in 
this World be ordered agreeably here» 
to, in continued dependence, and 
ſubjeftion. As we have received 
Chriſt Jeſus, the Lord, ſo we are 
to walk in him, Col. 2.6. Take 
him according to the Titles herc 
given him, as Chriſt -- , a Perſon 
anointed, authorized, qualificd co 
be both, Feſzs, a Saviour, ſo we are 
to walk(according to our firſt re- 
ception of him,) in continual de- 
pendence on his Saving Mercy, and 
and to be a Lord,oras'tis here ex- 

reſt with eminency, the Lord, 
O-WC are tO walk in continual ſub- 
H - gedi- 


by 
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jeAion to his Governing Power. 
Otherwiſe our receiving him, 
at firſt, under theſe notions, hath 
nothing in it but mockery and 
colluſion. 

Bur 1t his obtaining theſe Keys, 
upon the terms here cxprelt, as ha- 
ving been dead, and now living, 
and having overcome Death (as 
*tis alſo Rom. 14 9.) did fignific 
his having them for «ſaving 
purpoſcs, as it muſt, fince for 
vther purpoſes, he had them ſut- 
ficiently before; and if we rec- 
kon'd this a reaſonable induce- 
ment to receive him, and commit 
and intruft Our (elves to him as 9 
Saviour, that he dy'd . and OVer » 
came Death? tor his Grace in yicld- 
ing to Die, had not rendred him 
a competent object of truit, o- 
cherwiſe than in conjunction with 
his Power in overcoming Death, and 
ſo gaining into his hands theſe 

Keys : 
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Keys : Then, the ſame reaſon ſtill 
remaining, how conſtant an cn 
couragement have we to contt- 
nue accordingly walking in him 
all our days! How potent: an 
argument ſhould it be to us, zo 
live that life which we live in the 
Fleſh, by baith in the Son of God 
who loved us, and gave himſelf for 
us? Gal. 2- 20, z. e. inaſmuch, 
as having been crucify'd with 
him (whichis alſo there expreſt) 
we feccl our /elves to live neverthe- 
leſs; yet ſo as that 'tis notfo 
much we that live, as Chriſt that 
liveth in us ; who could not /ive 
in us, Or be to us a ſpring of Life, 
if he were not a perpetual ſpring 
of Life, in himſelf. * 

And conſider, how darc(t thou 
ive otherwiſe in this Fleſh, in 
this Earthly Houſe, whercof hc 
keeps the Keys, and can fetch 
thee out at hs pleaſure > When 
H 2 he 
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he hath warned thee to abide in 
him, that when he ſhall appear, 
thou mayeſt have confidence, and 
not be aſhamed at his coming, 1 Joh. 
2. 28. He will certainly then ap- 
pear, when he comes to open the 
Door, and diſlodge thee from 
this fleſh (though there be here 
a furcher, and final reference to 
another appearance, and coming of 
his) and if he then find thee (c- 
vercd, and disjoyned from him 
(thy firſt doſurc with him, nor 
having bcen ſincere, truly uni- 
tive and vital) how rerribly will 
he look! how confounded!y wilt 
thou look in that hour ! 

Neither haſt thou lefs reaſon 
to live in continual ſubjeftion to 
him, conſidering that as he dy'd, 
and overcame Death that he 
might have theſe Keys, ſo he now 
hath them, and thou art under | 


his goyerning Power. The more 
thou 
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thou conſider ft his right to Govern, 
the leſs thou wilt diſpute it. When 
he was ſpoken of as @ Child to 
#s born, that he might become a 
Man of ſorrows, & be ſorrowful unto 
the Death, arid have all the ſorrows 
of Death come upon bim, he is at the 
ſame time ſaid to be the mighty 


God, & it was declared the Govern. 6. s. 5. 


ment ſhould be upon his Shoulders. 
As he was the firft begorten from 
the Dead, viz. both ſubmitting to 
Death, and conquering it; fo he 
was the Prince of the Kings of the 
Earth, (a ſmall part of his Kiog- 
dom too) his 7 hrone being found- 
ed on his Croſs, his Governing 
Power, 1n his Sacrifice, 1. c. The 
Power whereby he ſo governs, as 
that he may alſo ſave; making 
theſe rwo things the ſalving the 
Rights of the Godhead, injured 
by Sin, and the delivering of the 
Sinner trom an Etcrnal ruine , to 

H 3 agrcc, 
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agree, and conſiſt with one ano- 
ther. | 
What an endearing obligation 
1s this to obey ! That he will be 
the Author of Eternal Salvation to 
them that obey him | Inaſmuch as, 
while our obedience cannot me- 
rit the leaſt thing ſrom him, yet 
his vouchſafing to govern usdoth 
moſt highly merit from vs. For 
he Governs by writing his Law in 
the heart, which makes our heart 
agree with the Law, and by im- 
planting Divinc Love in us, which 
vanquiſhes enmity and diſaffe&ti- 
on, and vertually conrains in its 
ſelf our obedience, or keeping his 
Commandments, Joh. 1 4 15. and 
23. 1 Joh. 5.3. Therctorc this 
Government of his,over us,is na- 
turally neceſſary to our Salvation 
and blcflcdnefs, and is the incho- 
ation and beginning of it ; as our 
perfefled Love to God, and confor- 


mity - 
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mity to his Nature, and. will, do 
involve and contain m themſelves 
our compleat and perfet} bleſſed 
xeſs, with which a continued en- 
mity, ora rcbellious, mutmous 
diſpoſition againſt God, 1s natu* 
rally inconſiſtent ; and would be 
to ws, and in us, a perpetual, c- 
verlaſting Hel. 

There can therefore be no in» 
thralling ſervitude in ſuch obedi- 
ence, but the trucſt liberty, that 
by which the Son makes us free 
indeed, Joh. 8. 236. Yea a true 
ſortot rojalty:For hereby we come 
in the moſt allowable ſenſe, to 
live as we will, our will being con- 
formed to the will of God. Where: 
ufon that was no high extrava- 
gant rant, but a ſobcr cxpreſhon, 
We are born in a Kinzdom, to ſerve _ 
God is to reign. ; 

And we know this to be the 
will'of God, that all ſboxld honour 
H 4 the 
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Joh. 5. 23- the Son, as they honour the Father. 


Herewih will the Evangelically 
Obedient comport with high com- 

acency z accounting hum moſt 

ghly worthy that it ſhould be 
ſo. Wherein therefore the Chri- 
flian Law ſeems ſtrifteſt, and 
moſt rigorous in the cnjoyned 
obſervance of owr Lord Chriff, 
herein we ſhall diſcern an uncx- 
ceptionable reaſonableneſs, and 
comply with a complaccnual ap* 
probation. And ct us put our 
own hcarts to it, and fcc that 
withour rcgret, or obmurmura” 
tion they can readily conſent to 
the equity of the precept. 

"Tis cnjoyncd us (conſtructive- 
ly at leait) chat becauſe Chrift 
Dy'd4 for us, when we were Dead, 
quite loſt in Death, we that Hive 
hcreupon, ſhould ſertle this which 
our ſclves asa fixed judgment, and 
upon that intcrycning padgment, 
vic 
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yield to the conſtraint of his Love, 
ſo as henceforth no more to live to 
our ſelves, q. d. God forbid we 
ſhould henceforth be ſo protanc! 
we muſt now tor cycr havedone 
with thatimpious, unlawful way 
of living. What? after this ! 
that we have ſo fully underſtood 
the ſtate of our caſe, that we. 
ſhould be fo aſſuming, as cver, 
again to offer at ſuch a thing, as 
living toour ſclves, to make our 
ſelves Deitics to our ſelves: Or 
to live otherwiſe than unto bim 
who Dyed for us and Roſe again, 
2 Cor. s. 14, 15- This is high 
and great, and may ſcem ſtrict 
and feyere. What? to have the 
whole ſtream of all the ations, 
and aims, the ſtrength and vi- 
gour of our Lives, to be carried 
in one entire undivided cur- 
rent unto him, and (as it muſt 


be underſtood,Gad. 2. 1g.) toGod 
in 
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in him, ſo as never more to liveto 
our ſelves, a divided, ſeparate 
life apart from him! or where- 
in we ſhall not finally, and more 

ncipally deſign for hum ! How 
the hs clam ! but how co 
qualand gratctul to a right mind? 
with what a plentade of con- 
fene 15 every Divine Command, 
(raking this into the Account) e- 
fleemed to be right in all things | 
So as that whatſocycr is op 
fite is hated as a falſe way, Plal. 
119. 128, And as the prece 
Carrics- its own vitible reafor, t 
keeping of it carries its own re- 
ward in it felt, Pſal 19. 11. And 
rs it coo much tor him who bears 
theſe Keys, and obtained them on 
ſuch terms, and tor fuchends, to 
be thus affe&tcd rowards him ! 

We are required, without cx- 
ception, without linutation or 
reſerye, whatſoever we do, yr 
[4 
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ther in word or work, to do all in 
the Name of cur Lord Jeſus Chrift, 
Col. 3. 17. 

Enquire we, Do our Hearts 
repine at this Low ? Do not we? 
Doth not this World owe fo 
much tohim? Why arc weallow- 
ed a place and a time here > Why 
1s not this World a flaming Thea- 
tre? Is itnot fit every one ſhould 
know under whoſe Government 

live? by whoſe Beneficence, 
under whoſe Proteftion, and in 
whoſe name they may actſo, or 
ſo, and by whoſe Authority ? 
Either cblizing, or not reſtraining 
them, requiring, Or licenſing them 
to do this or that > Doth this 
World owe leſs to him, rhat 
bears theſe Keys, than Egypt did 
to Foſeph, when thus the Royal 
word went forth inretcrence to 
him? I am Pharaoh, and with- 
out thee ſball no Man lift up his 
hand 


Pal. 45. 6 


Joh.zo. 28. 
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hand or foot in all the Land of E- 
gypt ? How pleaſant ſhould it be 
to our Souls, often ro remember 
and think on that Name of his 
which we bear, Iſa. 26. 8. Mal. 
23-18. and draw 1n as vital 
breath, - the ſweet odours of it, 
Cant. 1. 3- How gloriousa thing 
ſbould we count it, becauſe he 1s 
the Lord our God, to walk in his 
Name for ever and ever, as all Peo- 
ple will walk every one in the Name 
of their God, Mic. 4. 5. And then 
we ſhall account it no hard Law, 
whatever we do, to do all in the 
Name of our Lord Jeſus, giving 
thanks to God the Father by bim, 
and for him; bleſhng God cvery 
Day ,that we arc put by him, un- 
der the mild and merciful Go- 
vernment of a Redeemer. Then, 
we ſhall rcjocyingly avow,as the 
Apoſtle doth, u Cor. 9. 21. That 
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we are not without Law to God, 
but under Law to Chriſt. 

VVhereupon, when you find 
your ſpecial Relation is thus ſct- 
tled and fixed, unto the great 
Lord both of this preſent wifible 
World, and of Hades, or the in- 
viſible World, alſo, by your So- 
lemn Covenant with him, and e- 
videnc't by the continued correſpon- 
dency of your heart and Life, your 
Diſpoſnions and ations 

7. Do not regret or dread topaſs 
out of the one World into the other 
at his call, and under his condut, 
though through the dark paſſage of 
Death; remembring the Heys, 
arc in ſo great and ſo kind a hand. 
And that his good plcaſurc here- 
in 15 no more to be diſiraſted, 
than to be diſputed or withſlood. 
Let it be cnough to you, that 
what you cannot fee your felt, 
heſcesfor you. You have ofc a 

" an 
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fired your ways, your motions, 
your removalsfrom placero place, 
might be direfted by him 1n che 
VVorld. Have you never ſaid if 
thou gonot with me, carry mc 
not hence ? How ſafely and fear- 
leſly may you follow him blind- 
fold or in the dark any whither ! 
not only from place to place, 
in this World, but from world 
to world ! how lightſome ſocver 
the one, and gloomy and dark 
the other may ſcem to you. Dark- 
neſs and light are to him alike. To 
him Hades is no Hades, nor is 
the dark way that Icads into it to 
him an untrodden path. Shrink 
NOT at the thoughts of this tran 
flation, though « benot by eſcap- 
ing Death, bur cven through - 
jaws of it. 

VVecommonly cxcuſe our a» 
verſion to Die, by alledging thar 
Natwe regrets it. But we do not 

cnough 
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cnough conſider that in ſuch a 
compounded fort of creature as 
we arc; the word Nature muſt 
be ambiguous. There is in us a 
ſenſuive Nature that regrets ut; but 
taking the caſc asit is now ſtated, 
can we think it tolcrable , that 
it ſhould be regretted by the rea- 
ſonable Natwe ? unto which, if we 
appcal, can we ſuppoſe it fo un- 
true to its (elf, as not to aflcrt its 
own Superiority * or to judge it 
od that an Pong. immortal = 
rit,capable of fo great thu 
in —— World, ſhould be con- 
tent with along abode here. On- 
ly to keep a well-figwred piece of 
Fleſh trom putrifying, or give it 
the ſatisfaction of taſting meats, 
and drinks, that arc gratctul cot, 
for a few ycars! And it for a 
few, why not for many? and 
when thoſe many were cxpired, 
why not for as many more ? nd 
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the ſame reaſon always remaining, 
why not for alwaics ? The cafes 
thus put, becauſe the common 
meaning of this «llegation, that 
Nature regrets or abhors this diflo: 
lution ; is not that they arc con 
cerned for their Souls how 1t may 
farc with chem 1n another World, 
which the moſt little mind or 
trouble themſelves about 5 bur 
that . they arc to have what i 
grateful to them in this World. 
And was this the end a reaſonable 
Spirit, was made for, when, with 
out reaſon, ſenſe were alike cap- 
able of the ſame ſort of gratih- 
cations ? VVhat Law, what Equi 
ty? what rule of Decency can 
oblige the Sou! of a Man, capa- 
ble of the Socicty , and Enjoy- 
ments of Angels, to this picce of 
Selt-demial, for the fake of his 
incomparably baſer Body * Or 
can make it fit that the nobler and 


mire 
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more excellent Nature, ſhould be 
eternally ſubſcrvient to the mean 
e&r, and more ionoble ? Eſpecially, 
conſidering tharut (according to 
the caſe ſuppoſed) the ewo laſt 
foregoing directions be comply- 
ed with, there is a ſort of Divine 
Native ſupcradded ro the whole 
Humane Nature, that cannot but 
prompe the Soul exnobed by it, 
to aſpire to —— to the 
highefl, operations and enjoyments, 
what it 1s capable, and, which 
arc nor attainable in this preſent 
bodily ſtate. 

Andif there were (till a diſpute 
berween Nature and Nature, its 
cnough that the great Lord of 
Hades, and of this preſent /en/+ 
ble World too, will determine it. 
In a far lower inſtance, when the 
- General of an Army commands it 
upon an cnterprize, wherein life 
1s to be hazarded, it would be 

I 


an 


* wiſer eff 
gutcuny, non 
wult, Mun- 
d+ ſecurn mu- 
riente, mori 
Sen Ir. 
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an ill excuſe of a cowardly decli- 
ing, to ſay, their Nature regrets 


dreads the adventure. The 
thing ws neceſſary. Againſt what 
is ſo unavoidable as Death, that 
is an abjce&t mind that reluc- 
tatcs. * 

Come, then, let us imbolden 
our ſclves, and when he brings 
the Key, dare to die. It 1s to obey, 
and enjoy him who is our lite, 
and our all. Say we chearfully 
cach of us, Lord Jeſus receive my 
Spirit, into thy hands I commit it 
who haſt Redeemed it. 

8. Let us quietly ſubmit to Di- 


| 


; 


vine Diſpoſal, when our dear Friends 


and Relatives are by Death taken 
away from us. For conſider into 
what hands this affair is pur, of 
ordcring every ones deceafſe, and 
remoyal out of this into the other 
IWorld, and who hath theſe Keys. 
"Tisfuch a one, whoſe right, it ”= 
uſe 


i. ———_—— « 
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uſe our thoughts, we will not allow 
our ſelves to diſpute,or to cenſure his 
adminiſtration. His Original Right, 
is thar of a Creator and a God. For 
all things were Created for him,and 
by him, Col. 1.16. And without 
him was nothine made that was 
made, Joh. 1, 2- 1 he Firſt and the 
L aftto all things, ». 17. 

His /upervening Right, was that 
of a Redeemer, as hath been al- 
ready noted from this context, 
and,as ſuch, he had it by acquiſition, 
dying toobtain it, & overcoming 
Death! I am he that/iverh and was 
dead. And then, as he cl(c- 
where declarcs, by con/titution, All 
Power is given me both in Heaven © 
and on Earth, Mar. 28. 19. The 
word (#5-*z ) imports rightful 
Power. And who ar: we ? or 
any Relatives of ours ? whom alt 
the Power of Heaven and Earth 
hath no right to rouch? What ex- 

L 2 empt 
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empt juriſdiftion, can we pretend 
our ſclves to belong unto? 

Or will we adventure to fay, 
not denying his right, hedid not 
uſe it well in this caſe? who is 
more fitlyqualifyed to Judge, than 
he that hath theſe Keys * And let 
this matter be yet more through- 
ly diſcuſst. What is it that we 
find fault with inthe removal of 
this or that perſon, that was near, 
and delighttul ro us? Is it that 
he was to Dic at all ? or that he 
Dy'd fo ſoon? If we fay the 
former ; Do we blamethe confti- 
tution, appointing all Mcn once 
to Dic, by which this World 1s 
made a porcal to another, for all 
Men, and whence it was neccſla» 
ry none {ſhould ſtay long in this, 
bur only paſsthorough, into that 
World whercin cvery one is to 
have is cvcrlaſting abode ? Or is 


it that, when we think it not unfic 
this 
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this ſhould be the general and com- 
mon courſe, there Rould yet have 
becn a particular diſpenſation for 
this Friend or Relation of mine ? 
Let the former be ſuppoſed 
the thing wequarrel at, and con- 
fider the intolerable conſequences 
of the matters being otherwiſe ; 
as the caſc is with this Apoſtace 
Sinful World. Such as upon ſe- 
cond, betrer-weighed thoughts, 
we would abhor to admit into 
our minds, cven as the matter of 
a wiſh. Whatwould we wiſh to 
Mankind a ſinning immortality on 
this Earth, before which a wiſe 
Heathen profc(t to prefer one Day... 
vertuouſly = > Would we wiſh 
this World co be the everlaſting 


Stage, of indigniticsand afftronts 
to him that made it > Would we 
wiſh there ſhould never be a judg- 
ment Day ? and that all the wiſc 


& righteous Councels of Heayen 
Li ſhould 
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ſhould be ranverſt & overturned, 


only to comport with our terrenc 
& ſenſual inclinations? Is this our 
dutifulneſs and loyal aftcftion to 
our Bleſſed Lord, the Author of 
our Bcings, and the God of our 
Lives, whoſe rights and honours 
ſhould be infinitely dearcr to us 
than our fſclves ? Is it our kind- 
neſs to or ſelves, and all others 
of our kind and order, that arc 
all naturally capable, and many, 
by gracious vouchſatcement, fiuly 
qualifiedto enjoy a perfect teheaty 
in another World, that we would 
haveall cogether confined for ever, 
to this Region of darkneſs, im- 
purity and miſcry ? 

Or it it difplcaſe us, that 
cur Relatives are not, by ſome ſpe- | 
cial diſpen/ation, excepted from * 
the common Law of Mortality? | 
we would, ſurcly, as much have |, 
expected an cxemptionour ſelves; - 

| other- 
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otherwiſe our dying away from 
them, would make the fo much 
ed ſeparation, as well as 
theirs from us. And what then, 
if we wererequired to draw 

owr petition ? to put it into cx 

words? to turn our wiſh for our 
ſelves, and all ow Relatives and 
peculiar Friends, into a formed, 
ſolemn prayer, to this cftcct, that 
we are content the Law fland in 
force,that all the World ſhould Die, 
with only the exception of ſome few 
Names, Viz. our own, and of our 


Kindred, and more inward Friends. 
What aſhamed confounded crea- 
turcs ſhould we beupon the view 
of our _ requelt!Would = = 
ently be for , and ſu 

_ preſſing it,& yo: warns + nw" 
ſuited, ry more ado? What 
pretence can we have notto think 
others as apt to make the ſame 
requeſt for AT IT _ 
I 4 
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if all the reſt of the World ſhall 
Dic, would we and our Friends 


dwell here alone ! or would we- 


have 'this World be continued 
habitable only on this private ac- 
count, to gratific a Family And 
if we, & our Friends be holy, hea- 
venly minded perſons, how kind 
were it to wiſh to our ſelves, and 
them, when fit tor the Socicty of 
Angels and Blcfled Spirits above, 
a perpctual abode in ' this low 
Earthly State! VVould we 
not now, upon riper, ſecond 
thoughts, rather be content that 
things ſhould reſt as they are ; 
and he that hath zheſe Keys, uſe 
them his own way. 

Bur if by all this, we are put 
quite our of ' conceit, with” the 
dclire of a terreflrial immortality, 
All that the matter finally rcſules 
into 1s, that we think ſach a Re: 
tative of ours Dyed too ſeon. Y Ve 
| _ would 


(> 
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— 
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*an Eternity on Earth, but only 


( 121 ) 
would not have coveted for him 


more time. And how much more ? 
or for what? It we were to ſet the 
time, "tis like that when it comes, 
we ſhould be as averſc to a ſepa- 
ration , if cocxiſtent, then, as 
now , and fo we revolve into the 
exploded defire,ofa terreſtrial im- 
mortality, back-again at laſt. If 
we were to aflign the reaſon of 
our deſire, that would ſeem as 
in the preſent caſe, a plauffible 
one to ſome, which 1s mention- 
&d by Plutarch in his conſolation 
tro Apollonizs for the loſs of his 
Son, concerning another ſuch 
caſc (as ht inſtances in many) 
of one Flyſius an Italian, whoſe 
loſs of his Son Euthynous, was 
much aggravated by this, that he 
was'a great Heir, But what was 
ſaid to that, there, and what 15 
further to be faid to any —_— 
enac 
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that kind, I ſhallreſerve toa more 
proper place. 

It is a more weighty Allegati- 
on, and of more common con- 
_— When an uſeJul perſon is 


one, one very ry ray. of 
== very eminently ſo. And 
this nr na deeper nk nin, 
things ought to be 

tn in order to the quict- 
ing their minds, who are apt to 
behold ſuch darker dif, i 
in the courſe of Providence, with 
amuſement, and diſturbance of 
Spirit, #4. e. When they ſce per- 
ſons of cxccllent endowments, 
and external advantages, beyond 
the moſt, cur off in their Prime, 
while the World iscumbred with 
Drones, never likely to do good, 
and peſtercd with ſuch, as are 
like to prove plagues to it, and 
do great hurt and miſchief to 
the Age wherein they hiye. An 
ancient 
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ancicntand not uncommon ſcru- 
ple to pious obſcryers heretofore. 
Wherefore (ſays Holy Job) do 
the wicked live, become old, yea 
are mighty in power? Their ſeed 
is eftabliſbed in their ſight ------ 
Ch. 21. 7, $8. When his Seed 
was cut off before his Eyes. And 
here let us conſider, 

1. That this World is in Apo- 
ſtacy from God: And though 
he is pleaſed to uſe apt means 
tor its recovery, he doth 
what he thinks fit herein, of meer 
grace, and favour, and is under 
no obligation to doall that he can. 
His diſpenſation herein muſt cor- 
reſpond to, and bear upon it 
the umpreſs of other Divine per- 
feftions, his Wiſdom , Holineſs, 
Fuftice as well as Grace. And for 
Grace it ſelf , whereas all fince the 
Apoſtacy lic together in a feartul 
gult of impurity , and _— 
an 
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and ſome,made more carly ſenſi- 
ble hereof than the moſt, do 
ſtreech out @ craving hand and 
cry for help. If now a mercifel 
hand rcacht down from Heaven 
take hold of them, and pluck them 
ſooner out ; Is this diſagreeable 
to the God of all Grace, to make 
ſome ſuch inſtances, and vouch- 
ſafe them an earlicr deliverance ; 
tho' they might, being longer 
delayed, be ſome way helpful 
to others, that continue ſtupid, 
and inſenfiblc ? 

2:V Vhen he hath done much, 
in an Age, ſtill obſtinately un- 
reclaimable, he may be ſup 
ſed ro let ore appear, only with a 
promiſing a/peA andin juſt diſplea 
ſure, preſently withdraw him, 
thar they may underſtand they 
have fortcited ſuch a bleſſing, to 
this or thatCountry,as ſucha one 
might have — 

3. This 


= _—_ 
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3- This may awaken ſome, the 
more to prize, and improyc, the 
encouragements they may haye 
from ſuch as remain, or 
ſpring up intheir ſtead, who are 
gone, and to bleſs God that the 
weight of his intereſt, and of the 
cauſe of Religion, doth not hang 
anddepend upon the ſlender thred 
of this Mans Life. The God of the 
Spirits of all Fleſb, can raiſe up 
inſtruments as he pleaſes; and 
will, to ſerve his own purpoſes, 
though not ours. 

4. He will have it known that 
tho* he uſes inſtruments, he needs 
them not. 'Tisa picce of Divine 
Royalty and Magnificence, that 
when he hath prepared,& poliſhd, 
ſuch an wtenſile, fo as to be cap- 
able of great ſervice, he can 
lay itby, without loſs. 

5. They that are moſt qualih- 
cd ro be of greateſt uſe in this 
World, 
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World, are thereby alſo the more 
capable of bleſſedneſs in the os 
ther. "Tis owing to his moſt 
munificent bounty, that he may 
vouchſafc to reward ſincere inten- 
tions, as highly as great ſer. 
vices. He took David's having 
it in his Heart to build him an 
Houſe, as kindly as Solomen's 
building him one. And as much 
magnifies himſelf in teſtifying 
his acceptance of ſuch as he diſ- 
charges from his Service here, at 
the third how, as of them whom 
he engages not 1n it, till the e/e- 
venth. 

6. Of theirearly Piety he makes 
great preſent uſe in this World, 
reſtifying his acceptance of their 
works, generally in his word, and 
particularly by the reputation he 
procures to them in the minds 
and conſciences, of ſuch as were 


beſt able ro judge, and cven - 
a 
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all chat knew them; which 
may be truly accounted a Divine 
teſtimony, both in reſpe&t of the 
objeA, which hath on it a Divine 
impreſs, and ſpeaks the ſelf recom- 
mending power of true goodneſs, 
which is the Image of God, and in 
reſpe&t of the ſubjeF, ſhews the 
Dominion God hath over minds, 
engaging not only good Men to 
behold with complacency of 
ſuch pleaſant, blooming good- 
neſs, correſpondent to theirown ; 
but even bad Men to approve 
in theſe others, what they entertain 
not in themſelves. The ſame things 


of Men, Rom. 14. 18. Thus be- 
ing Dead, they, as Abel, yet 
—_ 

7. And it is a brighter, and 
more unſullied teftimony, which 
is lcftin the minds of Men, con- 
cermng ſuch ycry hopeful perſons 
as 


are accepted with God, and approved Heb. It. 4- 
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& Die in their Youth, They ne- 
ver were othcrwiſe known, o1 
can be remembred, than as excel 
lent Young Perſons. This is the 
only Idea which remains of them, 
Had they lived longerto the uſu- 
al Age of Man, the remembrance 
of what they were in youth, would 
have becn ina great degree cffac'd, 
and worn out, by lattef things 1 
perhaps blackened, not by what 
were leſs commendable, but more 
ungrateful to the greater part,cſpe- 
cially, if they liv'd to come into 
kc Stations. Their juſt 
zcal,and conteſtations againſt the 
wickedneſs of the Agc, might 
diſoblige many, and create them 
Enemies, - who would make it 
their buſineſs to blaſt them, and 
caſt upon their name and memory 
all the reproach they could in- 
vent. Whereas the luſtre of that 
Vertue and Picty which had pro- 

yok't 
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vok't no body, appearsonly, with 
an amiable look, and leaves be- 
hind nothing, of ſuch a perſon, 
bur a fair, unblemiſht , alluring ' 
and inftrufive Example ;- which, 
chey chat obſerved them, might, 
with leſs prejudic d minds come 
parc with the uſcleſs,vicious, Lives 
of many that they ſee to have filled 
upa room inthe World, unto cx- 


 rreeamold age,cither to wo purpoſe, 


or to very bad. And how vaſt is the 
difference 1nreſpect of uſefulneſs 
wo the world, between a pions, young 
Gentleman , dying in his youth, 
char lived long 1n a little time, 
untainted by youthful Luſts, and 
Vanitics, and Victorious over 
them.; and an accurſt Sinner of 
an hundred years old, Iſa. 65. 20. 
One that was an Infant of days, 
and though an hundred years old, 
yct ({til] a Child, that had not fil- 
led up his days withany thing of 

K real 
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real value, or profit to himſelf, 
or others, (as ſome very judici- 
ous Expotyory underſtand thet 

qr Text) that (as be aptly ſpeaks) 

mem? had _—_ beſides Grey Hairs, 

= 2 and Wrinkles, to make him be 

viziſe. = thought a long liyer ; but who 

ir,ſed « Might truly be ſaid not to have 

ft. livd long, but only to have been 
long in the World. How ſweet 
and fragrant a Memory, doth the 
one, how rotten and ſtinking a 
name, doth the other, leave behind 
him to ſurvivors ! 

Therefore ſuch very yaluable 
young Pcrſonsas are.taken hence 
in the flower of their Age, are 
not to be thought, uponthat ac- 
count of xſefulneſs to this World, 
to have lived in it, that ſhorter 
time, 1n Yain. 

They leave behind them that 
teſtimony, which, will turn to ac- 
count ; both for the Glory of Gods 


grace, 
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grace, which he hach cxcmplified 
in them, and which may be im- 
proved io the good of many who 
ſhall have ſeen that an Holy Life, 
amidſt the temprations that che 
youthful Age is expoſed to, is no 
impracticable- thing ; and that 
an Early Death, is as poſſible alſo 
to themſelves. 

Bur beſides their no little 
uſctulncſs in rhis World which they 
leave, we muſt know, 

8. That the Aﬀairs and Con- 
cernments of the other World, whi- 
ther they go, are incomparably 
greater every way, and much more 
conſiderable. And to this moſt 
unqueſtionable maxim malt be 
our laſt and final reſort, in the 
preſent Caſe. All the perturba- 
tion, and diſcompolure of mind, 
which we ſuffer pon any ſuch ac- 
caſion, ariſes chiefly, from our 
haying too high and great 
2 choughts 
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thoughts of this World, and too 
low,and diminiſhing thoughts of 
the other ; and the evil muſt be 
remedy'd by rceftitying our ap- 
prchenfions 1n this matter. Be- 
Cauſe that other World is Hades, 
unſcen, and not within the verge 
of our ſenſe, our ſenſual minds 
arc pronc to make of it a wery 
little thing; and even next to n0- 
thing, as too many, will have it 
to bc quite nothing at all. We 
arc concerned, in duty to our 
bleſſed Redeemer and Lord, and 
tor his juſt honour, ro magnific 
this his Pre/efture, and render 
It as great to our ſelyes as the 
matter requires, and as our very 
narrow minds can admit. And 
ſhould labour ro correct it as a 
great and too common taulr, -a 
vcry grols vulgar Error, to CON- 
ceive of pcrions leaving this 
world of ours, as if they hereby 
bccamec 
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became wſeleſs; and, upon the 
matrer, loſt out of the Creation 
of God. So is our fancy pre- 
poſſcſt, and filled with deluſive 
Images, that throng in upon it 
thorough our unwary ſenſcs, 
that we imagine this little ſport 
of our Earth to be the only place 
of buſineſs, and all the reit of the 
Creation, to bc meer vacuity, vait, 
empty ſpace, where there 1s 10- 
thing to do, and nothing to be 
enjoyed. Not that theſe arc 
formed, poſitive thoughts, or a 
ſcrtled judgment, with good Mer, 
but they are floating 1magina- 
tions,ſo continually obtrudcd up- 
on them, from (what hes next ) 
the objects of ſenſe, that chey 
have more influence to attcct the 
Heart, and inter ſuitable, ſud- 
dcen,and indehiberate,cmorions of 
Spirit than the molt formed judge 
ment, grounded on things that 
K 3 "= 


( 134 ) 
lic without the ſphere of ſenſe 
can outweigh. 

And hence when a good man 
Dics ( cldcer' or younger) the 
common cry 1s among the bet- 
ter ſort (for the other do Icfs 
concern themſclves) 0 what a loſs 
is this | Not to be repaired / not 
to be born ! Indeed this is berrer 
than the common ſtupidity, not 
to conlider, not to rake it 10 
Heart, when the Righteous Man 
periſbeth, or is taken away. And 
the Law of our own Nature, 
obliges and prompts us, to feel, 
and regret, the loſſes which at- 
flx&t us. Bur ſuch reſcntments 
oughrto be followed, and qual:- 
fied, by greater thoughts, ariſing 
from a ſupcriour Nature, that 
ought preſently to rake place with 
us, of the nobler employments 
which God calls ſuch unto, of 
whom this World was not worthy, 


Heb. 


( 135 ) 
Heb. 11. 33. And how highly 
his great and all cottþtclicnding 
intereſt, is tobe preferr'd before 
our own, 'or the intcrelt of this 
or that Family, Country, or Na- 
tion, on Earth ! 

And, at once, both to exlarge 
and quiet our minds, on ſuch oc- 
calions we ſhould particularly 
conſider, 

1. The vaſt amplitude of the 
Heavenly Hades, in compariſon 
of our minute ſpot of Earch, or 
of that dark Region (whercſb- 
ever it is) reſerved for the juſt 
puniſhment of dilinquents , ac- 
cording to ſuch intimations as the 
Holy Scriptures give us hercof, 
which being writ only for the uſe 
of us on Earth, cannot be ſuppo- 
ſed to intend the giving us more 
diſtm&t accounts of the ſtate of 
things, in the upper World, chan 
were neceſſary tor us, in this our 
preſent flate. K 4 But 
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But 1t 1s no obſcure hint that 
is given of the ſpaciouſneſs of the 
Heavenly Regions, when pur- 
poſcly to repreſent the Divine im- 
menſity, "tis ſaid of the anconfin 
ed preſence of the great God, that 
cven Heaven, and the Heaven of 
Heavens cannot contain him, 
1 King. 8.27. 2 Chron. 6.18. 
How vaſt ſcope 1s even to our 
thinking minds to conceive Hear 
vens, above Heavens , incir- 
cling once another, till we have 
quite tired owr faculty, and yer 
we know not how far ſhort we 
arc of the utmoſt verge! And 
when our Lord 1s ſaid to have 
aſcended far above all Heavens, 
Epheſ. 4- 10. Whoſe Arithmetick 
will fufhce to tell how many 
they arc ? whoſe TUrano- 
graphy to deſcribe how far char is ? 

We nced not impoſe it upon 
our ſelves to judge their rules in- 


fallible, 
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fallible, who, being of no mcan 
underſtanding, nor indilgent in 
their enquirics, have thought it 
not improbable that there may 
be fixed Stars within view, at 
that diſtance from our Earth, thar 
4 movable,in as ſwift motion, as 
that of a Bullet ſhot from a Canon, 
would be fifty thouſand years in 
paſſing from the one tothe other *,, 
But how much remoter that Star tion by the 
may be from the utmoſt verge tierra 
of the Univerſe, 1s Ieftalrogerher 82"; 


Phai- 


_ . = 
unimaginable. I have been told 'orb,. 


that a very ingenious Artiſt go» onfor the 
ing about, in cxact proportions, rb at 
to deſcribe the 0rb or Vortex to" 
which our Sun belongs, on as 
large a Table as could be con- 
vemient for him to work upon, 
was at a loſs to find a ſpot nor 
t00 big, in proportion, * for our 
Earth, and big enough, where- 
upon to place the point, made 


very 
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vety fine, of ohe foot of his 
Compals. - 

If any ſuſpe&t cxtravagancy 
in our Modern Computations Ict 
him take a view of what 1s dif- 
courſed to this purpoſe by a ++- 
ter of moſt uncxceprionable wil- 
dom, 'and ſobricty (as well as 
moſt eminent ſanctity) ih his 
time * 


* Bolton in his four laft things, who ſpeaking of Hea- 
ven, direfts us to the immeaſuradle itude 
of it : (as otherwiſe ——» ſo) By the incredible diſtance 
from the Fatth to the Starry Firmament ; and adds, It 
I ſhould here tell you the ſeveral computations of Aſtro- 
nomers, in this kind, the farms woald ſeem to exceed 
all poſſibility of belief. [ And he annexes in his Mar- 
gin ſundry compurations which I ſhall not here _ 
you may find rhem in the Author himſelf, p. 21. 
vet belides, (as he turther adds) the late | eſt of 
them place above the Sth ſphere, wherein all thoſe 
piorious Lamps ſhins fo bright, three moving Orb: 
more. Now the Empyrean Herven comprehends all 
theſe ; How incomprehenſible then, muſt its c 
und greatneſs necelfiril be! But he ſuppoſes it e, 
the adventure of Mathemaricians may be too audaci- 
cus and peremptory, &c. And concludes the hei 
and extent of the Heavens to bz beyond all Human 
veltigation. 

Now 
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Now when the Lord of this 
vaſt univerſe beheld upon this 
licele ſpot, intelligent creatures | 
in tranſpreſſion and miſery, that 
he did ſo compaſlionately con- 
cern himſelf, for the recovery of 
ſuch as ſhould, by ape methods, 
be induc't to comply with his 
merciful deſign ; and appoint his 
own Eternal Son to be theit Re- 
deemer, in order whereto, as he 
was God with God, he muſt alfo 
become Man, among Men, one of _ 
themſelves, and fo as God- 
Man, for his kindneſs to ſome, be 
conſtituted univerſal Lord of all. 
Shall meer pity towards this 
World greatcn it above the other? 
Bur we are not Icft without 
ground to apprchend a more im- 
mediate Reaſon tor his being, as * 
Redeemer, made Head and Lord 
of all thoſe Creatures that were 
the Original Inhabitants of the 
Inviſt- 
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Irvifible World, For when it 
had been ſaid, Col. 1. 16. That 
—_— s were created by him, 
y the wifible things on 
Earth but the inviſible things in 
Heaven, herc is a rcgreſſion to 
theſe latter, who were before (tor 
their greater dignity} generally, 
firſt mentioned, and now ſome 
enumeration given of them, 
whether they be T hrones, or Domi- 
nions, or Principalities, or Powers, 
and all things againrepcated, that 
theſe right appear cxpreſly in- 
cluded , aid ovcr again 70 be 
created by him, and for him, 

which was ſufhcicne to expreſs 
his creative Right in them. *Tis 
weſently ſubjoyncd, ». 17. And 
Ic 15 bctorc all thin's, and by him 
all things conſiſt. All owe thar 
ſtability colum, »iz. The men- 
toned [ hroncs, Doumimons, Oc. 
as well as other things. But how ? 
or 
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or upon what terms ? Thar we 
might underſtand his Redemprory 
right was nothere tobe overlook'r, 
"tis ſhortly after added, and har. 
ving made Peace by the Blood of 
his Croſs, it pleaſed the Father (to 
be repeated our of what went be- 
forc) by him to reconcile all thin:s 
to himſelf ; and this by him, itcrat- 
cd, 9. A. by him ſhedding his 
Blood on the Croſs, hho they 
be things on Earth, or things in 
Heaven, leſt the Thrones, Domi- 
nions, mentioned before ſhould be 
forgot. And a word is uſed ac- 
CG —— ow to the ſe. 
veral pur ſecs before expreſled, 
' > = which doch nor al 
xays ſu ſc ennuty, bur more 
nccall Cquife, upon a fort of 
commuration, or valuable con- 

ſideration, to procure or conci- 

liate, or make a thing more 
firmly ones own, 'or aflure it 
to 
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te himfclf, though 'tis afterwards 
uſed in the ſtricter ſenſe, v. 21. 

I have often conſidered with 
wonder and pleaſure, that where- 
as God is by that higher, 
and far more cxtenſive Name, 
the Father of Spirits; He is alſo 
plcaſed fo graciouſly to vouch- 
ſake, as to be ſtyl'd the God of 
the Spirits of alt Fleth, and there- 
by ta {ignific, that having an or- 
der of Spirits fa mcanly lodged 
chat inhabit frail and mor- 
tal Fleſh, though he have a 
world of Spirits ro converſe with, 
whoſe dwelling is not with Fleſh ; 
yet he difdains nor a Relation to 
ſo mcan and abject Spirits (his 
Off-ſpring alſo) m our World. 
And that, becauſe thus was the 
place of offending dclinquenes 
that he would recover ; the Re- 
deemer ſhould ſort bimſelf with 
them, and, as they were parta- 
kers 
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hers of Fleſb = Blood, himſelf 
likewiſe take part of the ſame |! 
Thus was great, and Godlike ! 
and (poats the largene(s, and 
amplicude of an all camprehond- 
ing mind, commonto: Father and 
Sor ; and capable of, fo, applying 
it {clf ro the greateſ# things, as not 
ro neglect the /eaft. 

And therefoxe fo much the 
more magnifies God, and our 
Redeemer, by how much the 
leſs conſiderable we, and owr World 
arc. Butthat hence we ſhould 
7 over-magnific this World , as 

Were conſiderable 
- lies without its compals, 1s 
moſt perverſly ro. miſconſtrue the 
moſt amazing condeſcention. 

The Spirit of God, by Holy 
David, teaches us to reaſon the 
quite contrary way. And from 
the gg" he had of the 
valtneſs, and ſplendor, of the 


upper 
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upper World, of the Heavens, the 
Moon and Stars, &&c. not to mag- 
_ but diminiſh our World of 

ankind, and fay, What is Man * 

Andlct us turcher conſider, 

2. The inexpreſſible numeroul- 
neſs of the other Worlds Inhabi- 
tants, mwith the excellencies 
wherein they ſhine, and the orders 
they are ranked into, and how 11: 
likely is it, that Holy Souls that « go 
thither, ſhould want employment * 
Great concourſe, and Multitudes 
of People, make places of buli- 
neſs in this World, and muſt 
much morc do fo, where crea- 
tures of the moſt Spiritual, and 
active Natures, muſt be ſuppoſed 
co have their reſidence. Scripture 
ſpeaks of Myriads (which wc 
read an © inniemerable company ) 
of Angels, bclidcs all the Spirits 
of Juſl Men Heb. 12. Who arc 
ſorcrumes ſaid to &e more than 

any 
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any one, (which we cauſleſly ren-,, .. 
der Man) could number, Rev. 7. 

And when we are told of mary 
Heavens, above all which our 
Lord Jeſus is ſaid to have aſcend 
ed ; arc all thoſe Heavens, only 
empty ſolitudes? uninhabited 
glorious deſerts! When we find 
how full of vitality this baſe Earth 
of ours is, how replenyh't with 
living creatures, not only on the 
ſurface, but within it, bow un- 
rcaſonable 1s it to ſuppoſe the no- 
bler parts of the univerſe to be 
les Pcopled with Inhabitants, of 
proportonable ſpirituality, a&ti- 
vity, livelincfs and vigour to the 
ſeveral Regions, whuch, the re- 
moter they are from dull Earth, 
muſt be ſuppoſed ſtill the finer, 
and apt to afford fit, and ſuicable 
habications to ſuch Creatures ? 
Wherher we ſuppoſe pure, un- 
clothed Spiritsbe ro the Natives = 
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all thoſcHeavens,all comprchend- 
ed under the one Name of Angels, 
or wherher (as ſome think of all 
Created Spirits) that they have 
all vital umion with ſome orother 
vehicles, Ethereal, or Celeſtial, 
more or lcfs fine, and pure, as 
the Region 1s, to which they be- 
long, having gradually aflociat- 
cd unto them the Spirits of Holy 
Men gone from us, which arc 
ſaid to be tory EA! Angels tel- 
lows, Luk 20. 36. it is indifte* 
renc to our purpoſe. 

Let us only conſider them all, 
as intelligent, Spiritual, Beings,full 
of Holy Li-hrt, Lite, ative Power, 
and Love to their commonLord, 
and one another. And can we 
imagine their ſtate to be a State 
of rorpid ſilence, idlenefs, and in 
activity, or that they have not 
much higher, and nobler work 
to do there, than they can have, 
In 
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in fuch a World as this, or in 
ſuch bodies, as here, they lugg to 
and fro! 

And the Scriptures are not al- 
together ſilent, concerning the 
diftinft orders of thoſe glorious 
Creatures,that inhabit all che Hea- 
vens, with this upper Hades, muſt 
be underſtood ro contain. Tho' 
it hath not provided to gratific 
any ones curiofity, fo far as to 
give us particular accounts of 
their difkerences, and diſtinEtions. 
And though we are not warrant- 
cd to believe ſuch conjectures 
concerning them, as we find in 
in the ſuppoſititious Dionyſtus his 
Celeflial Hierarchy, or much leſs 
the idler dreams of Valentines, and 
the Groſticks about their /Aones, 
with divers more ſuch fiftions, 
yct we arc not to negle&t, what 
God hath expreſly told us, wiz. 
That giving us ſomc Account of 
Ln the 
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the Creation, in the Hades, or the 
viſible part of it; there arc 
Throncs, Dominions, — 
lities, Powers, Angels, (and clſc- 
where Archangels , Authorities, 
Cel. 1.16, with 1 Pet, 3- 2+- 
which being eerms that import 
Order, and Government, can 
{carce allow us not to conceive, 
that of all chofe numberlcſs mul- 
ticudes of glorious Creatures,that 
repleniſh and people thoſe ſpact- 
cus Regions of Light, and Blifs, 
there arc none, who belong nor 
to ſome or other, of thoſe Princr- 
palicics and Domunions- 

Whence therefore, nothing 1s 
more obvious, than to conceave, 
that whoſocycr 1s adjoyncd - to 
them, aſccnding out of our 
World, preſently hath his Stau- 

n aſſigned him, 15 made to know 
his poſt, and how he is to be em- 
ployed,in theſe: viceand adoration 
Of 
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of the Sovereign Lord of all; and 
in paying the moſt regular ho- 
mage, to the Throne of God and 
the Lamb. It being hill to bere- 
membred, that God 1s not wor- 
ſhiped there,or here, as an;-15;, or 
as though he needed any thing, 
fince he gives to all breath and be- 
ing and all things, Acts 17. Bur 
that the felicity of his moſt excel - 
lene Creatures,doth in great parc 
conſiſt, in afting perpetually ac- 
cording to the dictate of ajuſt & 
tight mind. And that therefor tehey 
take higheſt pleaſure 1n proſtrari- 
on, in caſting down their Crowns, 
in ſhrinking cven into nothing, 
before the Original, Ecernal, Sub- 
liſtener Being, thart he may be 
owned as the all in all, becauſe 
they tollow, herein, a molt ſari(- 
tyd judgment, and expreſs it 
when they ſay, Thou art worthy 
0 Lord, to receive Glory, and Ho- 
L 3 nour 
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nour and Power, for thou haſt created 
all things, and for thy pleaſure 
they are, and were created, Rev. 
4 11. And worthy is the Lamb 
that was "aa to receive Riches, 
and Wiſdom, and Strength, &c. 
ch- 5- 12. 

And they that reſt not Night 
or Day from ſuch high and g 
riousemployments, have they no- 
thing todo ? Or will we fay or 
think, becauſe we ſee not how 
the Heavenly Potentates, lead on 
their bright Legions, to preſent 
thcmſclves before the Throne, to 
render their obeyſance, or receive 
commands and diſpatches to this 
or that far remote Dynaſty --- ; or 
(ſuppoſe) to fuch and ſych a 
mighty Star (whercot there arc 
ſo numberleſs myriads. And 
why ſhould we ſuppoſe them nor 
repleaiſh't with glorious Inhabi- 
rants ?) Whither they fly as quick 
| as 


( 151 ) 
as thought,with joytul ſpecd,under 
the All-ſecingEyc,glad co excgure 
wiſc { commands upon all 
occaſions. But alas! in all thiswe cax 
but darken Counſel with words with- 
out knowledge. We cannot pre> 
ecnd to = ae in theſe things; 
yet if from Scripture-intimations, 
and the concurrent reaſon of 
things, we only make ſuppoſetions 
of what may be, not concluſions of 
what is ; - Ictour thoughts aſcend 
as much higher as they can. I ſee 
not :why they ſhould fall lower 
than all thiss And becauſe we 
cannot be politive, 

Will we therefore fay or think, 
there can be no ſuch thing, or 
nothing but dull inaftivity in 
thoſe Regions ? Becauſe that orher 
World is Hades, and we fee no- 
thing, ſhall we make litle, or nexr 
to nothing of it? We ſhould think 
it very abſurd reaſoning (if we 
L 4 ſhould 
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ſhould uſe it, in reference to ſuch 
mean trifles in compariſon, and 
ſay) there is no ſuchthing as 
Pomp and State, no ſuch thing 
as Action or Buſineſs in the Courr 
of Spain or France, of Perſia 
or Zapan, becauſe no ſound from 
thence, ſtrikes qQur Ear, or the 
beams of Majeſty there, dazle 
not our Eyc? 

I ſhould indeed think it very 
unrcaſonable tro make meer magnt- 
tude, or vait extent of ſpace, fil- 
led up with nothing but void 
air, Ether, or other fine matter 
(call it by what name you will) 
alone, or by it ſelf, a very confl- 
derablc note of excellency, of the 
other inviſible World, above this 
wiſible World of ours. But I reckon 
ir much morc unreaſonable and 
uncnforct, (to ſay no more) 
by any Principles, cither of Philo- 
ſophy, or Religion, finding this 
49 World 
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World of ours (a baſcr part of 
the Creation.) ſo full of Life, 

and of living Inhabitants, of 
ohe degree or another ; ro ſup- 

poſe the nobler parts of the Uni- 

yerſe, ſtill aſcending upwards, 

generally unpeopled, and deſert ! 

when it 15 fo canceivable in it 

ſelf, and ſo aptly tending to mag? 
nific our Creator, and Redecmer, 
that all the upper Regions be 

fully inhabiced with incelligene 

creatures, whether meer Spirits,un- 
clothed with any thing material, 
orunited with ſome or other mar- 
ter, we need not determine. 

And whereas Scripture plainly 
mumates, that the Apoſtate re- 
volrcd Spirits that fell from God, 
and kepr not cheir firſt Stations, 
were vaſtly numerous; we have 
hence ſcope enough for our 
thoughts to conceive, that ſo 
{yacious Regions being —_— 
| WI 
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with intelligent Creatures, always 
innocent and happy, the delin- 
quents compared with them may 
be as deſpicable for their pau- 
City, as ho are deteſtable for 


their apoſtacy.And that the horrid} 
Hades, wherein they arc reſery-Þ: 
cd tothe blackneſs of Darkneſs for 

ever, may be no more in propor- 
tion, nay, uncxpreſſibly leſs, than 
ſome little Rocky Ifland, ap- 
pointed as a place of puniihment 


tor Criminals, in compariſon of 
a flouriſhing, vaſtEmpare, fully 

pled with induſtrious, rich, ſober- 
minded and unhappy Inhabitants. 

We might further conſider, 

3- The high perfection they 
preſencly attain to, who arc re- 
moved, thoughin their younger 
years, out of this, into that otber 
World. 

The Spirits of juſt Men arc 
there ſaid to be made perfett. 

Waving 
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i Waving the Olympick Metaphor, 
which is, at moſt, bur the thing 
| ſignifying : That which is fogni- 
| fied, cannot be Ic{schan the con» 
currence of Natural, and Moral 
Perfeflion. The perfc&ting of 
all our faculties, mind, wil, and 
eflive power, and of all holy and 
gracious cxcellencics, knowledge, 
wiſdom, love, holineſs. lhe 
Apoltle makes the difference be, 
as that of a Child. and that of a 
Man, 1 Cor. 13. And wouldany 
one that hath a Child he delights 
in, wiſh him to be a Child al- 
ways, and only capable of 
Childiſh things* Or is it a rea- 
ſonable imagination,that by how 
much we arc more capable of ati- 
on, We (hall be the more wſeleſs, 
_ the leſs to do ? 

c may further laſtly add, that 
which is not the leaſt conſider- 


ablc. 
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4. That all the ative , Services, 
and uſeſulneſs, we are capable of 
jn this Morld, is but tranſerory, 
. and lies within the compaſs of this 
temporary State of things, which 
muſt have an end. Whereas the 
buſineſs of the other World, belongs 
ro our final and eternal State, which 
ſhall never be at an end. Thic 
moſt extraordinary qualificati- 
ons for ſervice on Farth, muſt 
hereafter, if not by the ceſſation 
of the atltive Powers and Princt- 
ples themſelves, as Tongues, Pro- 
phecies, and ſuch knowledge as 1s 
uncommon, and, by peculiar 
vouchſafcment, afforded bur to 
a few, for the help of many. 

1hecſe endowments deligned 
for the Propagation of the Chri 
ſtian Faith, and for the ſtopping 
Mouths of gainſayers, mult in 
the uſe and exerciſe, at leaſt, by 
the ceſſation of the objefs, and oc- 
caſions 
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caſions, fail, and ccaſc, ' and" va- 
niſb away, 1 Cor. 13. 8. The 
like may be ſaid of courage and 
fortitude to contend againſt pre- 
vailing wickedneſs ; skill, ability, 
with cxterflal adyantages, to 
promote the impugned intereſt 
of Chriſt, and Chriſtian Religion; 
of all chefe there will be no fur- 
ther uſe in that other World. They 
| arc all to be conſidered as means 
to the end. Burt how abſurd 
were it to reckon the means of 
greater importance than the end 
it ſelf? The whole preſent conſti- 
tution of Chrifts + Kingdom on 
Earth, 1s but preparatory and in- 
croductive to the Celeftial King- 
dom. And how abſurd were it 
to prefer this Temporary Kingdom 
to the Eternal one, and preſent 
ſcrviceablencſs to this, to perpe- 
tual ſeryice in the other ? 
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'Tis true, that ſcryice to God 
and our Redeemer in this preſent 
ſtate, is meceſſary in its own kind, 
highly acceptable r7oGod,and juſtly 
much valued by good Men. And 
we ought our ſelves willingly to 
ſubmit to ſcrve God in a meaner 
capacity in this World, while it 
is his pleaſure we ſhall do fo, cſpe- 
cially it God ſhould have given 
any ſignification of his mind, 
CONCcrning our abode in the Fleſh, 
ſome longer time, as 'ris likely he 
had done to the Apoſtle Paz, 
Phil. 1. 24. becauſe he ſays, he was 
confident, and did know that fo it 
ſhould be, wer. 25. we ſhould be 
abundantly fansfied with it, as he 
was. Bur to ſuppoſe an abode 
here, to be fimply, and univerſally 
more cligiblc, 18 very groundlcfs, 
and unreaſonable. And were a 
like caſe, as if a perſon of very 
extraordinary abilities and ac- 
compliſhments 
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compliſhments, becauſe he was 
uſcetul in fome obſcure Country 
Village, is to be looked upon as 
loſt, becauſe his Prince, being in+ 
formed of his great worth, calls 
him up to his Court, and finding 
him every way fit, employs him 
in the greateſt affairs of State / 

To ſumm up this matter, 
whereas the means, are always, 
according to uſual cſtimatre, 
wont to derive their value from 
their end. Time, from Eternity. 
This judgment of the caſe, that 
uſefulneſs in this preſent State, 1s 
of greater conſequence, and 
morc unportant, than the affairs 
of the other World, breaks all mea» 
ſures, oyerturns the whole trame, 
and inverts the Order of 
things, makes the means more 
valuable than the end: Time 
more conliderable than Eternity ; 
and the concernments of a ſtare 
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that will ſoon be over, greater 
than thoſe of our fixed, perma- 
nent, everlaſting State, that wyll 
never be over. 

If we would allow our fclves 
the liberty of rcaſoninz, accord- 
ing to the mcaſurc and compaſs of 
our narrow minds,byait, and con- 
rracted by private intercſt, and 
inclination, we ſhould have the 
like plauſivle things to think, 
concerning ſuch of ours as Die 
in Infancy, and that when they 
have but newly look't into this 
World , are preſently again 
caught out of it ; that if they had 
lived, what mighe they have 
come to? How plcaſant and dr 
verting might their Childhood 
have beea* How hopetul their 
Youth? How. uſcful their Riper 
Age ? But thcſe arc commonly 
thoughts little wiſcr than theirs, 
and proceed from a general inh- 

dclity 
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'delity, or misbelief, chat whatſo- 
ever 1s not within the compatſs 
of this little, ſorry, World, 1s all 
emptineſs, and nullicy! Or if 
ſuch be pious and more confide- 
ring, 'tis too plain chey do nor, 
however, conſider enough, how 
great a part it 1s, of Divine mag- 
mhcence, to take a reaſonable 
immortal Spirit from animating 
a piece of well figured Clay, and 
preſently adjoyn it to the general 
aſſembly above! How glorious a 
a change 1s made upon their 
Child in a moment! How much 
greater a thing itisto be adoring 
God above, in the Society of 
Angels, than to be dandled on 
their knee, or enjoy the belt pro- 
viſions they can make for them 
on Earth ! That they have a part 
to act upon an Eternal Stage! 
and though they are bur lately 
come into Being, arc never togo 
| our 
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out of being more, but to be 
everlaſting Monuments, and In- 
ſtruments of the glory of their 
great Creator and Lord ! 

Nor, perhaps, 1s it conſidered 
ſo deeply as it ought, -that it 
hath ſeemed mect to the Supream 
Wiſdom, upon a moſt impor- 
tant reaſon, in the caſe of length: 
ning, or ſhortning the Lives 
of Mcn, not ordinarily, or other- 
wiſe, than upon a great occaſion, 
to interrupt the ecndencies of Na- 
rural Cauſes, But let Nature run 
ics Courſe: For otherwiſe, very 
frequent innovations upon Na- 
cure, would make Miracles cheap, 
and common, and conſcquent- 
ly, uſeleſs eo their proper, great 
cnds,which may be of greater (iy- 
nificancy in the courſe of Gods 
Government oycr the World, 
than ſome addition to this, or 
that Lite can be worth, And 
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therefore ſhould this conſideration 
repreſs our wonderment, why 
God doth not, when he fo cafily 
can, by one touch upon this, or 
thar ſecond Cauſe, prevent, or 
caſe the grievous pains, whuch 
they often ſuffer that love him, 
and whom he loves. He reckons 
it ficter, and they will in due 
time reckon ſo roo themſelves, 
when the wife methods of his 
Goverriment cometo be unfold- 
ed, and underſtood, that we 
ſhould any of us bear what is un» 
gratctul co us, in point of pain, 
loſs of Friends, or other unplea- 
ſing events of providence, than 
that he ſhould make frequent, 
and lefs neceflary breaches upon 
the common order, and courſe 
of Government which he hath 
eſtabliſh't over a delinquent, fin- 
fal, World. 
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Whereupon its a great piece 
of wiſdom and durtifulneſs ro- 
wards our great Lord, not to 
pray abſolutcly, percmptorily, or 
otherwiſe than with great ſubnaſ 
ſion, -and deference to his wiſe 
and holy plcaſure , for our owh 
or our Friends lives, caſe, out- 
ward proſperity, or any cxternal 
or temporary good thing. For 
chings that concern our Spiritual 
and eternal welfare, his good and 
acceptable will is more expreſly 
declared, and made known al- 
ready, and before hand. 

Bur as to the particular caſe of 
the uſefulneſs of any Friend or Re- 
lative of ours ir this, or the other 
State, the matter muſt be hnally 
let ro the arbitrrement and dif- 
poſe of him who hath the Heys 
0/ Hades, and of Death. And 
when by his rurn of them he hath 
decided the matter, we then _ 

what 
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what his mind and judgment 1s, 
which it is no more fit for usto 
cenſure, than poſſible to diſannul. 
Whatever great purpoſes we 
might chink onecut off in the flow- 
er of his Age, capable of ſcrving 
in this World, we may beſure he 
judged him capable of ſerving 
greater in the other. 


And now by this time I be- 
leve you will expect tp have 
ſomewhat a more particular 
Account of this excellent young 
Gentleman, whoſe early De- 
ceaſe hath occafioned my Diſ- 
courling fo largcly on this ſubject. 
Not more largely than the im» 
portance, but much leſs accurately, 


than che dignity of it did chal- 


nge. 
He was the Eldeſt -Son of Sir 
Charles Hoghton, ot Hoghton-T ow- 
er, in the County of Lancaſter, 
M 3 Baroner, 
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Baronet, and of the Lady Mary, 
Daughter of the latc Lord Viſ- 
count Mafferene, his very  Pious 
Conſort. , | 

A Family of cnuncne Note in 
that Northern part of the King- 
dom, for its antiquity, opulen- 
cy, and intereſt in the Cou 
where it 15 ſcated ; - and wi 
hath intermarried with ſome or 
other of the Nobility, one Gene- 
ration after another. But hath 
been molt of all contiderable, 
and 1illuftrious, as having been i 
ſelf, long, the ummemoril known 
ſcat of Religion, - Sobriety, and 
Good Order, 'trom Father, to Son ; 
giving Example, Courtenance, and 
Patronage to thele praiſe-worthy 
things to- the Country round 
about. And where, hithereo 
(through the fingular favour and 
bleſlinz of Heaven }) - there 
hach not been that viſible dege- 

NCracy, 
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neracy, that might be ſo plainly 
obſcrved, and ſadly deplored; in 
divers great Families. As if it 
were an exemption from what 
was fo anciently remarked by 
the Poet, tes Parentum, pejor 
avis, ---- &c. But on the cor» 
trary, ſuch as haye ſucceeded, 
have,by a laudable ambition, and 
emulation, as it were, ſtriven to 
outſhine fuch as have gone before 
them m Piety, and vertze. 

In this bright and lucid tract 
and line, was this moſt hopeful 
young Gentleman, now arrived 
to the Age wherein we uſe to 
write Man, beginning to ſtand 
up in view, and to draw the Eyes, 
and raiſe the hopes of obſervers, 
and well-wiſhers, as not likely to 
come ſhort of any of his worthy 
Anceſtors, and Predeceſfors. But 
Heaven had its Eye upon him 
roo, and both made and judg'd 

M 4 him 
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him meet for an Earlicr tranſlati- 
On, to a more eminent Station 
there. 

He was from his childhood ob: 
ſcrved to be above the common 
rate, docile, of quick apprehenſion, 
ſolid judgment, and retentive me 


mory, and, bctimcs, a lover ot 


Books aud Learning. 

For Religion, his knowledge of the 
Principles of it, continually grew, 
as his capacity aid more & more 
admit, under the Eye and en 
deavours of his Parents, and ſuch 
othcr Inſtructors, as they took 
carc he ſhould never want. But 
his Savcur and Reliſh thereof, and 
the impreſſion made thereby upan 
his Soul, was fo deep, and fo car 
ly, as to be apparently awing to 
an higher cauſe, the gracious opc- 
ration of the Holy Spirit, and a 
{ingular bl:fling thereby, upon 
his pious Educatzon. And wn 

on thus 
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this way, it could not be cafic to 
ſuch as were his moſt diligent, 
& conſtant obſervers,toconclude, 
or | conjecture, when God firſt 
began todeal with his Spirit. 

Above ten years ago, I had 
opportunity for a few days, to 
have ſome'converſe with him, in 
his Fathers Houſe. And, as 1 
could then perceive, his Spirit 
was much tinctured with Religi- 
on; ſo I received information, 
that for a conſiderable time be- 
fore, there conſtantly appeared 
n hum ſuch ſpecimina of ſcrious 
Picty, as were very comfortable to 
his Parents, and might be inftruc- 
tive to others, that took notice of 
them. 

In the courſe of divers follow- 
ing years, he greatly improv- 
ed, under Domelitick,and Private 
Inſtruction, both in Grammar- 
Learnings and Academical Stu- 

dics; 
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dics, for which he wanted not 
apt helps. When rhere was great 
reaſon to he was fo wal 
cſtabliſh't in Religion and Ver- 
tuc,as ncither ©o be ſhock't by the 
importunate temptations of a 
ſeeptical vicious Age in the gene- 
ral, or betrayed by the facilny 
of his own youthful Age. His 
prudent, worthy Father, judged 
t requiſite, and not unſafe, to 


adventure him into a place of 


more hazard, but greatcradyan- 
tage, for his accompliſhment m 
that ſort of culture, and poliſh- 
ing,that might, in due time, ren- 
der him both mn reality, and with 
better reputation, ſerviceable in a 
Publick Station, i. e- where he 
might gain ſuch knowledge of 
the World,ot Men, and ot the Laws 
of his Country, as were proper for 
his rank, and once that was to 
make ſuch a figure in the Natr 

on, 
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on, as it was to be hoped he 
might. And upon that Account, 
not yet a ycar agoe, brought 
him up to London, entered him 
in the Temple, took for him con- 
venuent Lodgings there, and left 
him ſctcled,, unto mutual | farif- 
faction.” | 
He was little diverted by rhe 
noiſe, novelucs, or the gaines of 
the Town, but ſoon betook him» 
ſelf ro a courſe of cloſe: Study, 
diſcontinued not his converſe 
with God, and thereby learnt, 
and was cnablcd,to converſe with 
Men, warily, and with caution 
ſo as he might be continually im- 
proving and gaining good, with- 
out domg, or receiving hurr. 
The Subſtance of the follow- 
ing Account, I received froma 
pious intelligent young Man, 
who! ſeveral years attended him 
before his coming to Town, on 
after» 
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afterwards, to the fiſhing of his 
courſe. 


Mr. Hoghton's early Seriouſneſs, 
increaſed with his years, His deport- 
ment was grave, compoſed, without 
any appearance of Pride, which be 
carefully avoided His diligence 
in Study was unuſual, and his froft- 
cienty very great ; neither was this 
leſs an effeft of his Conſcientionſ- 
neſs in the improvement of his time, 
than of his deſire after know- 
ledpe. 

As to bis demeanour, and perfor- 
mance of Duties, towards his ſeve* 
ral Relations, his ſelf. denial,” bis 
ſedateneſs of mind, his fear of fin, 
bis tenderneſs of Conſcience, love of 
the befl things, and unconcerned- 
neſs about thin!s of an inferior Na 
twe, fo far as hath fallen un: 
der my obſervation, in near fix 
yoar 5 
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years time, 1 believe few, if any 
of his years, did exceed him. 
In his Sickneſs he was very pati* 
ent, ſubmiſſrvely undergoing thoſe 
heavy fliroakes it pleaſe God to lay 
upon him. 

Upon his apprehenſion of Death, 
he ſeemed very little diſcuuraged, 
but quietly refigned himſelf into 
the hands of the all-wiſe Diſpoſer of 
All things. 

Some time before his Sickneſs, 
and in the time of it, be ſaid, Afflic- 
tions were very proper for Gods 
Children. and thoſe that were ne- 
. ver 4fflifled, had reaſon to queſtion 
the Truth of their Grace, and Gods 
Love to them, quoting that Scrip- 
ture, If ye arc without chaſten- 
ing, then arc YceBaltards, and not 
Sons. 

He often repeated thoſe words, 
in the beginning of his illneſs. 


---"[is 


expreſſions of his Phyſician, "hos 
dangerous his Diftemper was, he 
ſaid, he knew very well the mean- 
ing of his Phyſicians words ; But 
that however it proved, he hoped 
he was ſafe. 

He was /o flrif in the obſervation 
of the Lord's day, that if he hap- 
pened to lie longer than ordinary in 
the Morning, he would continue 
the later in Duties, in the Evening ; 
ſaying, we ought not to make that 
Day Jborter than other Days. 

Though he was very intent on 
his Studies, yet ox Saturdays he 
always broke them off at Noon, and 
ſpent the Afternoon in reading Di- 
vinity, and preparing himſelf for 
the Lords Day. 


He 
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, He was always conflant in bis 
ſecret Duties, and ſuffered nothing 
to hinder him from the performing 
of them. 

Before he expired, be ſpoke with 
great aſſurance of bis Future hap» 
pineſs, and hopes of meeting his 
Relations in Glory. Thus far goes 
that Account. 


His Sickneſs was ſhort. When, 
hearing of it, Lwent to viſit him, 
I was mct in an Ante-chamber, by 
his ingenious, dear, Brother, to 
whom its no reproach to be ſe- 
cond to him, and who, it is to be 
hoped, will be at leaſt, truly ſo; 
making him, though a fair Ex- 
ample, yet not a Standard ; who 
hath for divers years, been moſt 
intimately conjun&t, and con- 
verſane with hum, &nown his way, 
bis Spirit, his manner of Life, his 
purity : And may be led on, and 


excited 
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excited thereby, wherein he hath 
obſcrved him to excel others, to 
endeavour not to. come ſhorr, 
bur, if it were poſlible, to excel 
him; remembrinz, he 1s to be 
the next ſolace of his Parents, 
hope of his Family, and reſort of 
his Country -(if God ſhall youch- 
ſafe ro continue him) in ſucceed- 
ing ume. 

From him, 1 had little expeCta- 
tion of finding his Sick Brother 
m a converſable condition ; the 
malignity of his Feaver having, 
before ſeized his head, and very 
much diſordered his inte/lefnals ; 
bur going in, I was much ſurpri- 
zed to find it ſo farotherwiſe. He 
preſently knew me z& his under- 
{tanding that ſerved him for liale 
elſe, tailed him nor in the con- 
cernments of Religion, and of 
his Soul. There was not an im 
proper or miſplac's word my 

he « 
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the caſe could not admir of in- 
terchanging many that came 
from him.” Concerning the /b- 
Nance of the Goſpel of Chrift, (as 
it could be ſhortly furmamed up 
whim) he ſaid, he had no doubr, 
and his tranſactions with Chrift 
himſelf, accepung him; rclign- 
ing, and entruſting himſclt abſos 
lutely, and entirely to him, and 
God in him, were fo explicie, 
diſtin&t,& clcar, as could leave no 

of donbt. concerning him. He 
profeſt his concurrence to ſuch 
requeſts, as were put up to God 
concerming him z and the nexr 
Mormag, flept quictly in the L ord. 


Nor now will it be unfit, to 
ſhat up the Diſcourſe, with ſome 
few, ſuitable Reflections, u 
this double Subject. The Tx, 
and This Providence, taken to- 


gether. 
N 1. How 
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1. How happy s it! when this 
Power, of our Great Redeemer, 
and Lord, mention'd in the Text, 
and a preparation, with chearful 
willingneſs, dutifully ro comport 
with it, concur and meet toge- 
ther, as they have done in this 
inſlance. Our Lord hath ſhewn 
his Power. He aferted it, in the 
Text. In this Inſtance he ſed it, 
giving an open Teſtimony, that 
he takes it to belong to him, to 
make ſuch tranſlations from one 
World, to another, whenſoever he 
judgcs 1t a fit ſeaſon. Nor 1s ſo- 
lIicitous, whether men acknow- 
ledge his right, fo to do, or no ; 
or what Cenſures they will paſs 
upon what he hath done. He 
doth hus own work, and leaves men 
to their own ralk, or muttcrings, 
or wonder, or amuſement at it, 
as they will. So it becomes Sove- 
reign Power todo, eſlabliſb't _ 

the 
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| the moſt wnqueſtionable founds- 
tions; exercis'd according to the 
wiſeft and moſt righteous Meaſures. 
He hath uſed his own right, and 
ſatisfied himſelf in the uſe of it. 
He choughr not himſelf concern'd 
to adviſe with any of us, about 
it, who, as his Counſellor, ſhould ins 
firuft him? Ifa. 40. 13. Rom. 11. 
V. 34. He owes ſo much to himſelf, 
to act as wnaccountable to no one, 
nor hable to any ones control. 
Here 1s moſt rightful, refiſtleſs 
Power, juſtly and kindly us'd or 
the one hand $ 
And, on the other, how placid, 
how calm, a reſignation! Here 
was no ſtriving ! no crying! no 
reluctant motion, no querulous, 
Nothing | bur 


repining Voice. 
pace filial ſubmiſſion ; a wil- 
ingneſs to obey the Summons 
given. 

This was an happy accord, the 


2 willing- 
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willingneſs of this departing Soul, 
proceeding not from flupidity, 
bur ruſt, in him who kept theſe 
Keys; and ſuch preparedneſs for 
removal, as the Goſpel requir'd. 
O happy Souls! that finding the 
Key 15 turning, and opening the 
door for them, arc willing to go 
forth upon ſuch terms, as knowing 
whom they have believed,&c. And 
that neither principalities or powers 
---life or death.--&c. can ever ſe- 
parate them from the Love of God in 
Chrift Jeſus their Lord. Life, they 
find, hath not ſeparated---wheres« 
of was the greater danger; and 
Death 1s ſo tar from making this 
ſeparation, that 1t ſhall compleat 
cheir Union with the blefied God 
in Chriſt, and lay them infolded 
in the cvcrlaſting Embraces of Di- 
vine Love! Happy they ! thatcan 
hereupon welcome Death ! and 
lay, Now, Lord, letteſt thow thy 


Servant 
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Servant depart in peace | that, be- 
fore, only defircd leave to die, and 
have, now, obtained it ; that arc, 
with certainty of the Ifluc, at the 
point of becoming compleat Vi- 
ors, 'over the laſt Enemy ; and 
are ready to enter upon their 
Trumph, and take up ther 
Emviauony Death is ſwallowed up mm 
Viftory. 0 Death,where is thy fling ! 
0 Grave, where is thy Vittory! --- 
Thanks be to God, who giveth us 
the Vittory through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. Happy Soul! here will be a 
ſpeedy cnd of all thy gricts, and 
ſorrows, they will be preſently 
fwallow'd up, in an abſolute plc- 
nitude and talneſs of Joy. There 
is already an cnd put to thy tor- 
menting cares and tcars;for what 
Object ean remain to thee, of a 
rational fear, when once, upon 


_ grounds (ſuch as ſhake not under 


thee) thou art reconcil'd ro Death? 
N 3 - This 


Sen. Tr. 
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This is the moſt glorious ſort of 
Victory, viz. by reconciliation. For 


ſo, thou haſt conquered, not the 


Enemy only,but the Enmity it ſelf, 
by which he was ſo. Death 1s be- 
come thy Friend, and fo no lon- 
ger to be tcared; nor is there any 
thing clſc, from whence thou art 
co fear hurt;For Death was thy /aft 
Enemy, cven this bodily Death ! 
The wholc Region beyond it, 1s 
tO one in thy caſe, clear,and ſerene, 
when to others, 1s reſerved the 
blackneſs of darkneſs for ever, There 
are no terrible 5rgpiuam, no for- 
midable conſcquences,no reſerves 
of miſery, no treaſures of wrath 
to be feared by thee. To one,'in 
thy condition, may that, without 
hefitation, be apply'd, nibil me- 
tuit, qui optat mort ; He fears no- 
thing, who deſires to die. What 1s 
the product of ſome mens infide- 
lity, 1s the genuine pen of 

their 
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their faith. From fo contrary Car 


ſes may proceed the ſame Effef. 


The fed, a willingneſs to die, or 
a bold adycnture upon Death, is 
the ſame, but only in reſpect of 
the general kind ; with great diffe- 
rences in the ſpecial kind, accord- 
ing to the difference and contra- 
riety of the Cauſes, whereof they 
diſcermbly traſt and favour. With 
Infidels, it is a negative, dead, ſtu- 
pid, partial willingneſs, or but a 
non-averſion; and in a lower, 
and much diminiſhed degree ; Or 
if ſome preſent, intolerable, dif- 


- graceful calamity urge them, a 


raſh,obſtinate,preſumptuous ruſh 


ing upon Death; becauſe they do 


not conſider conſequences. With 
Believers, (ſuch as in reference to 


the concernments - of the other 


World do walk by faith, while as 
yet, thcy cannot walk by fight, in 
reference to thoſe things, 2 Cor. 

N 4 $* 7, 


© t pay. 
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5. 7 it 1s a poſinve,vital, courage, 
v. $. We are confident, and a pre-- 


ponderating inclination of will; 
IWe are willing rather to be abſent 
ſrom the body,and to be preſent with 


the Lord; becauſe (as is manifcit) - 


they do conſider con/equences, and 
mo < amb ſtate _ 
cnſuc! How vaſt arc theſe ſpecial 
differences, of the ſame thing 1n 
the general, willingneſs to die! 

O che tranſports ot Joy that do 
now moſt rationally reſult from 
this fate of the . aſe | when there 
1s nothing left, lying between the 

diſlodging wr and the g/orious 
unſeen World, but only the dark 
paſſage of Death; and - ws ſolu 
formudablc ; conſidering who 
hath the Keys of the ones and the 
other. .How reaſonable is it upon 
the account of -forewhat com- 
mon hercin, to the Redeemer, and 
the Redeemed, (alcho* cycry __ 
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be not) to take up the folowing 
woids, that fo plainly belong to 
this very caſe. Therefore my heart 
is plad, and my glory rejoyceth ; my 
fleſb alſo ſhall reft in hope. For thou 
wilt not leave my Soul in Sheol, 
or Dades ; thou wilt not forſake, 
or abandonitinthat wide World, 
neither wilt thou ſuffer thine holy 
one to ſee corruption. Thou wilt 
ſhew methe path of Life; the path 
that lcads unto that preſence of 
thine, where is fulneſs of Joy; and 
to thoſe pleaſures which are at thy 
right hand; or in thy power, and 
lick arc for evermore ; and ſhall 
neyeradmut either of end, or d1- 
minution, Pſal. 16. 9, 10, 11, 
Now, what do we mean to let 
our Souls hang in doubt ? why 
do we not drive things for them, 
to an iſſue? Put them into thoſe 
ſame ſafe hands that holds theſe 
| Meysz abſolutely reſign, devore, 
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entruſt, and ſubje&t them to him ; 
ct them in the 
ndle of Life; , ſo adjoyn and 
unite them to him (not doubt- 
ing but as we give them ap, he 
will, and doth, in chat inſtane, 
take bold of thew, and receive 
them jnro union with himfelt) as 
that we may aſſure our bearts, 
Jok.14-19. that becauſe he lives, we ſhall live 
alſo. Thus the ground of our 
hope becomes ſure, and of that 
rom. $. :- Joy Which ſprings from ſuch ax 
bope. Our Life, we may now fay, 
is hid with Chrift in God ( cven 
tho' we are, 1n our ſclvcs, dead,or 
dying Creatures) Col. 3. 3. Yea, 
Chrifl is our Life, and when he, who 
is our Life, ſball gppear, we [hal 
appear with bim, in glory, verſe 4 
He hath aſſured us, that þbe- 
cauſe he is the ReſurreAion, and 
the . Life ; he that believeth in 
him, tho he were dead, ſhall yet 


live 


XU 


#3 344 & 


( 187 )) 

live. And that, ' whoſoever lives, 
and believes in him, hath thereby, 
a life already begun un him, in 
reſpect whereot he ſhall zever die, 
Joh 11. 25, 26. What now can 
be ſurer than this? ſo far we are 
at a certainty, upon the included 
ſuppoſition, i. e. that we believe 
in him. 

And what now remains to be 
aſcertain'd ? what? Only our own 
intervening death? we muſt, "ns 
truce be, abſent from theſe bodies, 
or we cannot (as we would } be 
preſent with the Lord. . And is that 
all ? can any thing now, be more 
certain than thar?O happy ſtate of 
our Caſe! How ſhould our hearts 
ſpring and leap for our joy, that 
our affairs are brought into 
this poſture ! that in order co our 
perfect Bleſledneſs, nothing 1s 
farther wanting but to dic- And 
that the certainty of death, com- 

pleats 
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pleats owr aſſurance of it. Whar 
ſhould now hinder our breaking; 
forth into the moſt joyful thank(- 
givings, that it is ſo lirtle doubtful 


- we ſhall die ! that wc are in no 


| danger of a terreſtrial Immorta- 
lity ! and that the only thing 
that it remain'd we ſhould be afſ- 
ſured of, is ſo very ſure. That we 
are ſure 1t 1s not in the power of 
all this World, ro keep us always 
in it. That the moſt ſpiteful 
Encmy we have inall the World; 
cannot do us that ſpite, to keep 
us from dying ! How gloriouſly 
may good Men triumph, over 
unpotent malice of their 
moſt miſchievous enemies, wiz; 
that the greateſt miſchicf, even in 
their own Account, that it 
can eycr be in their power to do 
them, is to put it out of their 
own power ever to hurt them more 
(for they now go quite wy of 
their + 
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ther - reach) They can ( being 
permitted, ) 4ill the body, and after 
that ( Luke 12. 4- ) have no 
more that they can do. What a 
remarkable, ſignificant, after that, 
is this? what a defiance doth it 
import of the utmoſt Effort of 
humane power and Spite! that 
here it terminates! 'tis now come 

to its ne plus ultra | 
Andſo we arc to look upon all 
our other Trials and .Afflictions, 
that int any providential way may 
befall us ; we may be =_ n 
, In poverty, in diſgrace, 
t we ſhall not be alwaics in 
mortal fleſh, which is the ſubtra» 
tum, and the root of all the reſt. 
Can we bc upon better terms, ha- 
ving; but two things to be con 
cerned about, as neceſſary 
to our Compleat Felicity , znioz 
with Chriſt, and diſunion from 
theſe bodies * God 1s graciouſly 


ready 
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ready to afliſt us, in reference to 
the former, tho' herein he requires 
our care, ſubſcrviently hereto: 
in reference to the latter, he will 
take care bimſelf, in his own fit 
ſeaſon, without any care or con- 
cern of ours in the matter. And 
only expects us to wait with pati- 
ence, till that fir ſeaſon Come. 
And come itwill, perhaps, ſooner 
than we may think. He doth 
not, alwaics, $0 by our meaſures 
in judging of the fit ſeaſon; 
this preſent inſtance ſhews. 

2. From the rexr, taken 1n. 
conuncton with this alt of provi- 
dence, we may obferye the great 
advantage of a pious Rdwucation. 
Tho' the beſt means of ſuch #- 
ducation do not always prove 
Eftectual ; yer this being much 
the more probable courſe, upon 
which to cxpe& Gods bleſſing, 
than the Parents prophane negli- 
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gence of the fouls of their Chi 
dren; ſuch an example, wherein 
God by his bleſſing reſtified 'his 
approbation of Parental care 
and diligence ; ſhould greatly 
quicken the endeavours of Parents 
herein; as hoping, hereby, to 
ſerve hjs great, and merciful, and 
molt principal deſign, who hath 
theſe Keys ; and whoſe office it 
is, to tranſmit Souls, when they 
are prepared and ready, out of 
this World of ours, imo -that 
Bleſſed glorious World above. 
And, though they may think 
themſclves diſappointed, when 
thorough Gods blefling upot 
ther endeavours, they have cdu-+ 
cared one, to ſuch a pitch, as this 
young Gentleman was raiſed and 
broughtupunto; with a Prof 
and Hope of his having a long 
courſe - of ſervice to run thro 
here on the Earth ; Yer ler Pa- 
rents 
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rents hence learn to corre&t what 
was amiſs, or what was wrong ; not 
what was right, and well. Their 
Aion and Endeavour was, what 
ought tobe. Their Error or Mi- 
flake (if there was any) was more 
principally, as the Caſe is here 
ſtated, about their deſign, and end. 
Not that they- deſigned ſuch an 
end, for that alſo was very juſti- 
fiable, and laudable : Bur if they 
deſigned it as their more principal 
end ; Whichthe Caſe, as it is now 
put,ſuppoſes,that 1s,that they take 
themſelves tobe diſappointed, tor 
no Man complains of it as @ diſ- 
appointment, 1t he miſs of an in- 
fericr end, and attain that which 
Is far nobler, and more excellent. 
Our great aim ſhould bethe ſab- 
ferving the delign of the Great 
Lord of Hcaven and Earth; 
which ultimately and ſupreamly 
refers to the hceaycnly, eternal 

{tate 
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ſtate of things;& that Souls may be 
{ ripen dand fitted tor that,and rodo 
ſcrvice here onEarth,ſubordinately 
to the other ; and while they are 
in . Preparation tor the heavenly 
ſtate. His principal deſign muſt 
be for that which is principal And 
concerning that (as was tormerly 
argued) there can be no mors 
doubt than whether Heaven or 
Earth, Eternity or Time, a fixed, 
permanent, everlaſling, or a tem- 
porary, tranfitory, vaniſhing ſtare 
of things. be mors valuable, and 
to be preterred. 

Our Redeemer hath acquired, 
and doth uſe theſe Keys, tor the 
tranſlating of Souls, afſoon as he 
ſhall judge them meet to be Par- 
takers of the Inheritance of Saints 
in Light, Col. 1. 12. Some he 
makes meet much carlicr than 
others- His detizn, fo far as it 1s 
known , or may be ſyppoſed, 

O ſhould 
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ſhould give Meaſure co ours 
therefore ours muſt be ro make 
them meet, as carly, for his pur- 
poſes, as is poſſible z as knowing 
1t cannot be too early: They were 
dceyotcd to him carly, and pur- 
ſuancly hereto, no time ſhould 
be loſt from the great Buſincſsof 
ficting, and forming them for him; 
inaſmuch alſo, asthe ſame Cuali- 
fications, viz. that arc of tug- 
cit Excellency, and Value, do 
_ ag them to ſerve,and 
glorific him, 1neither World, as hc 
ſhall chuſe to, diſpoſe of them. 
And it unqueſtionably bclongs to 
him to make his Choice, as 1t does 
to us, to cndcavour to make 
them ready. It any of us, having 
purpoſcly educated a Son for the 
Service of his Prince, and preſent 
him accordingly, we would fub- 
mir it to his Pleaſure, to chuſe the 
Station, wherein he ſhall uy 

im ; 
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him : Eſpecially if he be a Prince 
of celebrated Wifdom,and Good- 
neſs. And ſhould we complain, 
That he is pur early, into a Sta- 
tion of much higher "Dignity, 
than we thought of ? 

How little is this Matter con- 
ſidered, by moſt,that gounder the 
Name of Chriftian Parents ; that 
arc (more generally) very ſolica- 
tous to have, as they call it, their 
Children Chrift'ned Bur never 
have « in their Thoughts to have 
them educated in the Knowledge _ 
of Chrift, or train'd up for Chrift. 
As if their Baptiſm were intended 
for a Mockery, their Education 
in the whole courie of it, hath 
no ſuch reference. "Tis how they 
may with berter Reputation, bear 
up, not the Name of Chriſt, but 
their own. Their Aim, looks no 
higher, thanthart they may inherir 
their Lands,maintain the _— 
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of their Familics z appear (if ſuch 
be their own Rank) well-accom- 
pliſhe Gentlemen : And of ſome 
of thoſe /irtle things that are 
thought requiſite hereto, we may 
fay as owr Saviour did in another 
Caſe, 7 heſe things ought ye to have 
done, and not to left the other 
( the much greater things) an- 
done. 
What ſhould hinder, but that 
learning to Sing, or Dance, or 
Fence, or make a modiſh Leg, 
might conſiſt with Icarging to 
* knowGod inChriftinwhich Know- 
ledge ftands Eternal Life ! What- 
ſocver hath real Excellency, or 
hath any thing in it of true Orna- 
ment, will no way diſagree with 
the moſt ſerious Chriſtianity. And 
how lovely is the Conjuncttion of 
the well-accompliſht Gentleman, and 
the ſerious Chriſtian ! Only ſever 
Inconſiſtencies, as how Haſbionably 
0 


( 19g ) 
to Curſc, and Swear,' and Damn, 
and Debauch, which are thought 
to belong to good Breeding in 
our Age. 

Let not Religion, Reaſon,Shame, 
and Common Senſe, be (o totally 
abandoned all at once, as that 
the ſame Perſons ſhall take care to 
| have their Children baptized into 

Chrift's Name, and be taught 'to 
renounce, by their Deeds, that 
Great Name, almoſt afloon as 
they can pronounce the Word. 

Where fo dire&t a Courſe 1s 
not taken ro make thoſe of the 
ſuccceding Avec ignominionſly bad, 
yet how little is done, towardsthe 
making of them truly, and uſeful- 
ly 200d 4 Much Care 1s taken to 
ſhape, and adorn the out-fede of 
the Man, how little to form, and 
furniſh. their Minds ! Here, it 
*they can be brought to make, or 
judge of a Verſe, or aJcit, or a 
Q 3 PICCC 
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iece of Wit, Tis a great Attain 
[c—_—_ Orif, at Home, they can 
have them taught ſo much Laws, 
as ſhall, hercafter, enable them to | 
ſqueeze their Tenants, and quar» 
rel with their Neighbours, or fo | 
much ofBchaviour,as ſhall qualific 
them to keep Gentlemen Com- 
pany ; Or it (as our pious Poet 
phraſcd it) they Ship them over, | 
the thing is done. Then, they \ 
thall be able to talk a lictle of che 
Faſhions of this or that Foreign 
Country, and make much the 
berter Figure in their own. 

But if, with all other parts ot 
uſeful Nnowledge, and good Breed- 
ing, that arc thought requiſite {| 
for this World, they be alſo well- 


inſtructcd touching their Redeem- 
ers Dominion over it, and the 
other World alſo 3 and concerning 
the Natwe, Conſtitution, Deſign," 
[awsy and Priviledges ot his 
| Kingdom ; 
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dom ; If it be ſcriou 
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75, wenn gr manga Jacky 
s Intercſt here, as long as he 


ſhall pleaſe to continue them in 
any Station, on Earth; and that 
they may alſo be made meet to 
be Partakers, at length, of a far 
more excellent Inhericance, chan 
an carthly Parent could entitle 
them to, that of the Saints in 
Light, Col. 1. 12, If they can be 
fiered to ſtand in the Preſence of 
the Eternal King,and to keep com» 
pany with Ange/s,and blcflcd Sp1- 
rits above! How worthy and 
noble a deſign is this! And with 
what fatisfactionis it tobe reflect- 
ed on, if the Parents have ground 
he ed Oppotncd 

ther unacce point 
3. Ic is of ill prefage 79 ou 
Land,chatwhen he-chat hath theſe 
Keys,uſesthem in the ſocarly tran- 
O-4 flation 
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lation of ſo hopeful a Perſon as 
this zoung Gentleman was, ſo few 
ſuchare obſerved to ſpring up, tor 
the ſupport of the zruly Chriſtian 
Intereft, inthe ſucceeding Genera- 
tion. That thc af of our Great 
Redeemer and Lord, herein, was 
an act of Wiſdom, and Counſel, we 
cannot doubt. Againſt the Righ- 
teouſneſs of it, we can have no cx- 
ception. T he kind deſign of it,to- 
wards them whom he fo tran- 
flates, 15 ſo cvident in the viſible 
agreement of their ſtirit and way, 
with the Heavenly State, as their 
end. as puts that matter out of 
queſtion. Bur we are ſo much 
the more to dread the conſe» 
quences, and to apprehend what 
may make our hearts meditate 
terror 

By the Ciriflian Intereſt, I am 
far from mcaning that of a Party. 
Bur what every one mult take 

| for 


( 201 ) 
for Chriſtianity, that will acknow- 
ledge there is any ſuch thing. And 
for the ſupport of that, in the 
moſt principal Doftrinzes,and Laws 
of it, whatis ourproſpect? 

To go down here ſomewhat 
lower. 

Let us ſuppoſe a rational ſaſ- 
ceptibleneſs, cr capacity of Reli- 
gion, to be the difſerence of Man, 
wherein the Controverlic may 
ſcem to adrut of being com- 
promis'd ; whether it be Religion, 
alone, or Reaſon, alone, of which 
this muſt be ſaid, that it diftin- 
guiſhes Man from the Inferiour 
Creatures. And let it be Reaſon, 
with this addition, an aptne/s 
( ſaſpicere numen ) to be impreſt 
with fome Religious Sentiment, 
or to conceive of, and adore, an 
Orizinal Being. The wiſe, and 
mighty Author, and Cauſe of al 
things And now, how near 
| akin 
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akin are Religion, and Humanity 

Ler us, next, underſtand Chri- 
flianity, to be the Religion of 
fal'n Man, deligning his Recove- 
ry, out of a lapfſcd, and loſt 
State ; #. e. 

Man having violated the Les 
of his Creation, and offended a- 

inſt the Throae and Govern- 
ment of his Creator, the Szpream, 
and Univerſal Lord of all. It was 
reckon'd not becoming fo great 
a Majeſty ( tho'it was not in- 
tended to abandon the Offen- 
ders to an Umverſal Rune, with- 
out Remedy ) to be reconcild, 
otherwiſe than by a Mediator and 
a Reconciling Sacrifice. For which, 
none bcing competent, bur 
the Eccrnal Son of God, the 
Brightneſs of his Glory, and the 
expreſs Image of bis own Perſon,who 
was alſo che Firſt and the Loff, 
the Lord God Almighty ; and pars 


taking 


Yi 


. 


( 203 ) 4 
taking with us of fleſh & blood, was 
capablc,and undertook to be both 
Mediator and Sacrifice. It ſeem'd 
mect to the offended Maxeſty, to 
venichlate Pardon and - Eternal 
Life, and the renewing Grace 
ifite thereto, to none of the 
ers, but through him; and 
accept from them no Homage, 
but on his Account. Requiring 
| whereſoever the Goſpel comes, 
not only Repentance towards God, 
but Faith in our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
as the Suramary ot the Counſel of 
God contain 4 therein, Afts 20. 
21--27. And that all ſbould honour 
the Son, as he the Father requires 
tobe honoured, John 5. 23. 

Whercas now fo apta Courſe 
as this was cſtabliſht, for reſtor- 
ing Man to himſclt, and ro God, 
chrough the Influence of the Blef- 
ſed Spirit, owing in the Goſpel- 
Diſpenſation, from Chriſt as the 

Fountain 
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Fountain : What doth it portend 
when, amidſt the clear Light of 
the Goſpel, chat aftords ſo bright 
a Diſcovery of the Glorious Re- 
deemer, _- of all his apt Me- 
thods for bringing to full effeF, 
his mighty Work of Redemption, 
an open War 1s commenc'd a- 

ainſt him, and his whole Dclign, 
- Perſons, under Seal, dcvored 
to him ! It there were bur one 
finglc Inſtance hereof in an Age, 
who would not, with erembling 
expect the Iſluc ? 

But when che Genizs of a Chri- 
lian Nation, ſeems, in the riſing 
Generation, to be Icading to a 
general Apoſtacy, from Chriftie- 
nity, in 1t5 Principal, and moft Sub- 
flantial Parts ; and they are only 
patient of forme External Rituals, 
that belong, or are made appen- 
dent to it, fo as but to endure 
them, cuher with Reluflancy, or 

Contempt. 
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Contempt. When the Fuvenile 
Wit, and Courage , which are 
thought to belong to a Gen- 
tleman, entring upon the Stage 
of the World, are imployed 
in/fatyrizing upon the Religion, 

into which they have been Bap- 
' tiz'd, in bold Efforts againſt t 
Lord that bought them! Whuther 
doth thus tend ! 

Some would ſcem ſo modeſt,as 
inthe midit of their profane Oaths, 
and Violations of the Sacred 
Name of God, to beg his Par- 
don, and fay, God forgive them. 
But fo /udicrouſly, as he whom 
Cato animadverts upon, For beg- 
ging Pardon that he wrote in 
Greck, which he was unacquain- 
ted with; ſaying, He had rather ,,,. » 
ask Pardon, than be Innocent ; *'« 
for what ſhould induce him to 
do ſo wnmeceſſary a thing, tor 
which Pardon ſhould be neceſ- 


ſary ? 
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ſary # Theſe Men think Pardons ; 
very cheap things ! But wil God 
be mocked ? Or he not ob- 
ſerve ? 'Tis the prevailing Athe- | 
iſtical Spirit we arc todread, as 
that which may provoke Jea- | 
louſic , and to make” himſelf 
known by the Judgments he 
ſhall cxecutc. 

There is great reaſon to hope, 
God will not finally abandon 
England. Bur is there not equal 
reaſon to fear, that before the . 
Day of Mercy come, there may 
be a ncarcr Day of Wrath, com- 
ing ?* A Day chat ſhall barr as 
an Oven, and make the Hemiſ- 
phere about us, a fiery Vault! 
In our Recovery from a lapſed 
Srate , which the Religion pro 
felt among us, aims at ; There 
arc two things ro be effected, 
The reſtoring Reaſon to its Em- | 
pire oyer the ſenſitive Natwee, 

chat 
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it may govern that 
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Inferior Creatures ; and 
latter be cfte&tcd, we 
ranked with the Apoftate 
atures , that firſt fell from 
The Senſualty of Brutes, 
and the Ermity of Devils, riſing, 
and ſpringing up obſcryably 
among us, import the dirccteſt 
Hoſtiliry, againſt the Redeemer's 
Defign. And them that bid this 
open Defrance to Him, he 
hath every Moment at his 
Mercy ! 

In the mcan time, Is this 
Emmanucl's Land ? His Right in 
us he will notdifclaim. And be- 
cauſc he claims it, we may expect 
him to vindicate himſclt. His 
preſcnt 
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preſent Patience, we are to a- 
ſcribe to the Wiſdom, and Great- 
neſs of an All-comprehbending 
Mind. He counts not an hcap 
of impotent Worms his Match! 
But when the Beſom of Teftru- 
Aion comes, one (troak of it will 
ſweep away Mulcitudes. Then 
Contempe will be Anſwered 
with Contempt. They cannot 
expreſs higher, than to oppoſe 
and militate againſt a Religion, 
introduc'd and brought into the 
World by fo Clear, Divine 
Light, Luſtre and Glory, not 
by Arguments, but by Jeafts /! 
O chat we could bur ſce their 
Arguments, to diſpute thoſe Keys, 
out of his Hands that holds 
them ! But do they think to 
laugh away the Power of the 
Son of God? He alſo will laugh 
at their Calamity, &c. Prov. 1. 
or expoſe them to che Lang 
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of Men wiſer than they, Pal. 
52.5, 6. Tis hintle wit to deſpiſe 
what they cannot diſprove. When 
we find a connettion between 
Death, and Judgment, how will 
they contrive to dif-joyn them ? 
They will be as little able to diſ- 
prove the one, as withſtand the 
other. 

But a great reſidue, *cis to be 
hoped, our Bleſſed Redeemer will, 
in duc time, conquer in the moſt 
merciful way , inſpiring them 
with Divine Wiſdom, and Love, 
derefting their Errours, mollify- 
ing their hardneſs, ſubduing 
their camity, making them glad- 
ly ſubmit to his cafie Yoke, and 
Burden. He 1s, before the 
World cnd, to have a numerous 
Seed, and we are not- to deſpair 
of their rifing up more abun 
dantly than hitherto among our 
ſelves, fo as no Man (hall be 
P therefore 


( 210 ) 
therefore aſham'd to be thought 


a ſerious Chriftian , becauſe tis 
an uafaſbionable, or an wngen- 
teel thing. 

Then will honour be acquir'd, 
by living as one that believes a 
Life to come, and .expects ro 
live for cver, as Devorcd ones, to 
the Ruler of both Worlds, and 
Candidates for a blefled Immor- 
talicy, under his Dominion- Nor 
will any Man covet to leave a 
betrer Name behind him, here, 
or a more honourable Mcmo- 
rial of himſclt, than by having 
lv'd an holy, vermous Life. Ic 


ſgnifics not nothing, with the + 


many,to be remembred when they are 
gone, Therctore is this Truſt wont 
to be committed to Marbles, 
and Monumental Stoncs. Some 
have been ſo wiſe, to prefer ,a 
remcmbfrance among them that 

were ſo, from their having liv'd 
| ro 
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to ſome valuable purpoſe. When 
Rome  abounded with Statues, 
and Memorative Oblisks, Cato tot- 


bad any to be ſer up for him, 
becauſe (he ſaid) he had rather it 


than why he had ? 
What a balmy Memory will 
one Generation leave to another, 
when the ſavour of the Knowledge 
of Chrift ſhalt be difſuſed in every 
plate! 2 Cor. 2.14. and every 
thing be counted as droſs and 
dung, that 1s in any competition 
with the excellency of that Know- 
ledge ; when that ſhall overflow 
the World, and one Age praiſe 
his Mighty Works, and proclaim 
his Power and Greatneſs to the 
next. And the Branches of Re- - 
ligious Familics, whether ſooner 
or later tranſplanted, ſhall Icave 
an odour, when they are cur off, 
that ſhall demonſtrate their nearer 
7 2 Union 
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Union, with the true Vine, or ſpeak 
char relation to the Tree of. Life, 
whoſe Leaves are for the healing of 
the Nations, even thoſe that were 
deciduous, and have drop off, 
may ( withour- ſtraining a-bor- 
row'd expreſſion) {ignifie ſomes 
what towards this purpoſe, 

4. From both the mention'd Sub- 
jefs, Good Parents may learn, to 
do God, and their Redeemer, all 
the ſeryice they can, and have 
opportunity for,in their own time ; 
without reckoning too much u 
on what ſhall be done, by a well 
cducatcd, hopeful Son, attcr they 
arc gone, unleſs the like diſpen- 
{ation could be pleaded unto that 
which God gave to David, to rc- 
ſcrve the Building ot the Temple 
10 his Son Solomon, which wath- 
cut as expreſs a revelation, no 
Man can pretend. The Great 
Meeper of theſe Keys, may croſs 
: ſuch 
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fuch PUrPOIES 3 and without Cx* 
culing Father , diſraiſs the 
Son, firſt. But: his Fudpments 
are a great deep, too deep for our 
Line, And his Mercy is in the 
Heavens, Pſal. 36. extending from 
everlaſting*. to everlaſting, apon 
them that fear him : and his Righ- 
teouſneſs unto Childrens Children, 
Pfal. 103. 
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Books Written by the Reverend Myr. ]. Howe, 


F Thoughtfulneſs for the Morrow, With 
an Appendix concerning the immgdergfe 
Defire of foreknowing things to come. 
Of Charity in reference to other Mens fins, 
" The Redeemer's Tears wept over loſt Soul-; in 
a Treatife on Luke 19, 41, 4:. With an Ap- 
pendix, wherein Gmewhat is occaſionally dif 
courſed concerning the Sin againſt the Huly 
Ghoſt, and how God is ſaid to will the Salvation 
of them that periſh, 
A S-rmon direfting what we are to do after 
a tri Enquiry, Whether or vo we truly love 
God 


A Funcral Sermon for Mrr, F/tber Sampſon, 
. the late Wiſe of Hen, Sampſon, Dr, of Phylick, 
who died Nov. 24. 16*g. 
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Books Printed for 

The Carnaliry of Religious Contention; In 
rwo Sermons, preach'd at the Merchants LeQture 
mt Cele and Sober Taquiry, © the 

A X 
poſſibility of «= T in the Gotent, 

A Leiter to « Friend, ing « pt to 
the Defence of Dr. Sherlack's Notion of the ri- 
nity in Unity, relating to the Calm and Sober 

upon the ſame Subject, 

A View of that Part of the late Conſiderations 
addreft to FH, H. about the Trinity : Which 
concerns the Sober Ecquiry on that Subje#. 

A Sermon preach'd on the late Day of Thankf- 
giving, Decemb. 2. 1697. To which is prefix'd 


Dr. Bates's Congratulatory Speech to the King. 
A Sermon for Retormation of Manners. 


Books Written by FJ. Flavel. + 


H E Founniin of Life opened, or « Difplay 
T of Chriſt in bis Efeatial and Mediatorial 


Glory, Comtaining Forty T'wo- Sermons on 
various Texts, Wherein the ion of our 


as it was begun, carried and 
Covenant TranſsQRion, Myflerious Incarnation, 
Solemn Call and Dedication , Blefled Offices, 
Deep Abaſcment,and Supereminent 
A Treatiſe of the Soul of Man, wherein the 
Divine Original, Excellent and Immortal Na- 
its 


clination to the Body, with the Neceſſity of i 
Separation from it, conlidered and _— 
The Exiſtence, Operations and States of ſepara- 


Two Treatifes, the firſt of Fear, the 
cond, the Rightcow Man's Refuge in the evil 
Day. 
6d Saint indeed ; The great Work of « Chii- 
A Touctiflone of Sincerity : Or, Signs of 
Grace and Symptoms of Hypocrifie ; being the 
ſecond Part of the Seine indeed. 

A Token for Mourners : Or, Boundaries for 


